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and from whom prospectuses can be obtained. ^ 



D,j,i,i.aL, Google 



GENERAL RULES. 



1. Tltat the Society shull be called the Obsianic Rociutt, and thitt 
its object ihnll be the publiuitjua uf liinh Maiiuecrjjttii rclutiog lo the 
¥enian period of our history, and other liiatorical duuuineiitB, with literal 
tranilatioDB and notes. 

2. That the management of the Society shall be vested in a I'repident, 
Vice-presidents, and Council, each of whom muBt necesaurily be an 
Irish scholar. Tlie President, Vice-presidenta, and Council of the So- 
ciety sluU be elected annually by the members, at a General Meetiog, to 
bo held on the SeTcnteenth Duy of March, tlie Annivers.iry of the So- 
ciety, or OD the following Monday, in case St. Patrick's Day shall fall on 
a Sunday. -Notice of such meeting being giyen by public advertisement 
inviUng all the members to attend. 

o elect a Trea- 

4. The receipts and disburseinentB of the Society shall be andited an- 
nually by two Auditors, elected by the Council ; and the Auditors' Rri- 
purt shall be published and d idtributed among the members. 

5. In the absence of the President or Vice- President, the Members of 
Council present shall be at liberty to appoint a Chairman, who will not 
thereby lose his right to vote. Three memben of the Council to form a 
quorum. 

6. The funds of the Society shall he disbnried in payment of eipeuseg 
incident to discharging; the liabilities of the Society, especially in die 
publication department, and no avoidable expenses shall be incurred. 

7. Every member shall be entitled toreceive one copt of the Society's 
Publications ; aud twenty eatra copies of each work stiall be printMl for 
contingencies. 

8. The funds of the Society shall be lodged in Bank, in the name of 
the President, Secreury, aud Treaaurer of the Society, or any three 
members the Council may deem proper to appoint. 

9. The Council shall have power to elect addicional members, and fill 
. an inconven'ent dist:ince from 

11. Membership shall be constituted by the annual payment of Fire 
Shilli'.gs, which sum shall become due on the 1st of January in each 

12. The OBsiAMtc Society shall publish erery yesr, one volume or 
more if their funds enable them. 

13. No change shall be made in these Rules, except at a General 
Meeting ; the proposer and seconder of any motion lor sach change, 
shall lodge a notice of their intention in writing, with the SecreCary, 
twenty clear days before the day of General Meeting. 

14. That all matters relating to tlie Bi^liyioua and Political differences 
prevailing iu this country, be striuiiy exi:1uded from the mcetiogs and 
pUiiUcaliona of the Society. 
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SECOHD ANNUAL REPOUT, 



Tu£ CoDucil of tbe Ossjanic Society beg to submit ti> ilieic menibers 
and the pablic tbia Cheir seuond annual repurc, nuil feel uiucb pleiuiure 
in aunuuncing tliat tlie Societj lius pru|jn;bt>tJ ludoC favuiirably duriiiji 
the past jear. 

The Couni-il commenced operiitions willi the nuiiies of but 50 niem- 
bcra on tbeir books ; iiiej have since, however, enrolled 1 16 ; and (be 
Socielf Duw has tbo honor of numbering 166 members. 

The Council have already publiiihed the first volume of their Transac- 
tions, and the value and interest of this work can best be ascertained 
by a reference to the flattering review it has received in the Athenaam 
and other leading journals of the day. The book was ready for delivery 
in October last, and the impression is now nearly eib^usied. 

The Couneil have much satisliketion in informing the Society that 
the second volume of their TrausactLaiis-.a very curious tract — is nearly 
prepared for presj and will be in the hands of members within a few 
mouths. 

The Council beg to call attention to the fact, that there are at present, 
mouldering and neglected, a great number of valuable Irish manuscripts, 
as well in the hauJa of individuals as in public libraries. Of these 
they are resolveJ to print as many as possible, more eBpecially those 
relating to that misty period of Irish history from which the Society has 
adopted its n imc ( and liius they hope in limu to furnisli a aaudfaclory 
and practical answer to the often -repeatcil (question — " Is there anyth.ng 
to read in Irish ?" 

It is also reasonable 1o suppose that the future historian and antiqua- 
rian of Ireland (and it is to be hoped that onr country will yet find one 
worthy of tile nanio), will recognise the otihiy of such books ; for 
though tliey are not as strictly historical as the Annals, (ieuealo^ical 
Pocuis, &.-., wbiclL lire the labours of other Societies, there is niur: i 
trulli in their supposed fiction, and they afford a valuable picture of the 
state of thought and m.inners of n remote period. 

U liHSlicen already stated with what a small number of mcmiiers the 
Council began their work; but confident of suppoit from a large nu^n- 
ber of their countrymen in an undertaking which might tiuly be ttrni- 
ed ualioiial, tiiey determined to make the attempt, and tlie result proves 
tliut their cuuUdence has not been misplaced, t^or the support which 
tliey have leveivcd they desir« to return tbdr sincere thanks. 
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Tlie Council undertook the task, in 111UI7 waj* arduous and respon- 
sible, and that not least in a flnandal point of Yiew. The; determined, 
however, that their publications should not be accsssible to the reif 
affluent only, and therefore dispensed vith entrance fees, and flied tba 
terms of membership at Five Shillings per annum 1 and they have 
reason to believe thej adopted a prudent course. For this small som 
each member shall annuallj receive at least one volume of the Society*! 
Transactions, the size of which will, of course, depend upon the num- 
ber of members ; nor will the subscriptions be required until the book 
is ready for delivery. 

The Council have pleasure in stating, that the liabilities incurred by 
the publication of the first volume for the past year are very nearly 
liquidated. They also beg to say, that no part of the Society's funds 
have been paid to editors, ofGcers, &c., for their services, all expenses 
incurred beiog solely for printing, binding and postage ; and ivhen the 
outstanding subscriptions have been paid in, they will have a balance 
in hand. 

Under the above circumstances nothing is required to stimulate the 
Council to renewed exertion but the support of their countrymen and, 
as they again repeat, they trust liberally to obtain it, now that they 
have put it within the reach of so many to further their design. Their 
design is to do for Ireland what the Scotch liave done fbr Scotland, and 
the Welsh have done for Wales — to reveal and place beyond danger of 
perishing for ever some of the monuments of the ancient language of 
their country. This is a task that every nation haa executed for itself, 
•xcept barbsrons and savage tribes. Ireland alone, alasl has followed 
the example of the latter, and there is fear that if she does not rise up 
and redeem the past years of apathy, with respect to her native litera- 
ture, the work will be for ever taken out of ber bands; for even as in 
the critical and etymological investigation of the Celtic languages Oxe 
continental scholars alrcitdy stand first, so the day may come when the 
Irish shall look to foreigners not only for the scientific anatomy of a 
word, but for tight concerning the songs and legends, the wars and 
sports of their fathers. 

That no man need fe 1 t h p te pinion will appear by 

sreferencetotheFourt nh G 1 1i 1 f h Society, which de- 

clares that nothing bea g po h 1 g d political diffi;rences 

which prevail in (his y I II b t oJ d into the Society's 

publications. 
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BOOKS PRINTED BY THfi SOCIETY. 

I. Cac ShAbTUt ; or, the Proee and Poetical Account of the Battle of 
Gabhra (Garriatown), in tho county of Doblin, fought A.D., 283, be- 
tween C^bre Liffeachair, king of Leiiuter, and the FenUu forces of 
Ireland, in which the Utter were conquered, and their roaks finalij 
broken np. Edited by Nicsolab O'Ebaknii, Bift- 

II. Feir Cise C1fotit.n ChiDO SbUiBe { or, The Featititiev at the House 
of Conan of Ceann Sl^he, a roDumtic hill which la aituated on the 
bordera of the Lake of Inchiquin, in the conntj of Ctare. Edited by 
v. CfKKABirBT, Eaq. 

TUm doeiiDHint nmlaliu a mlloqnj bctwna Flonn lod Comb, In vhlch mncb Ugbt li 
thrown on tlw Anctent T«pogrqib]r at Koutsr i ud tin mi th« HiUU nA CuKmi of 
tlu FenlBB ChlsTMlD*- 

BOOKS IS PREPARATION. 

I. A VOLUME OF 0S9IANIC POEMS. To be edited by the 

SiCBBTABI. 

II. Cotmijeaci: OIjiaiiujaba Uj Dbuibije asur 5'lTi*l'J'Jo. CSio') Ctjon- 
njujc ii)eic aitt= i or, an Account of the Puraujt of Diarmniii O'Dnibhne 
and Grace, the daughter of Cormac Mac Airt, Monarch of Ireland in the 
Tliird Century, who was married to Fiona Mac Chnmhaill, from whom 
ahe eloped with Diarmuid. To them are ascribed the Leaba CalUighes 
(Hag«' Beds), ao numerous in Ireland. To be edited b; the Prbsideht 
or T»B Society. 

TbU Tract li ooplad Inm ■ mumjcript nude b; s eelebnted ScillM nuned Foihd, irba 
Hied It Portliw, In the county of Waleifiird. A.D, 1780. It earrlu tfae rudsr from (svt 
(o care, where It la loppoied tbe fugltlvea took ghsttei ftom the hot pumdt of tbe litliied 
hero, Flmn. giving tbe logendtiry hiilory of eieiy an whldi Ibej ftsquented. 

III. !l5AlUn) i]A SeAi)3|tit6« : or, the Dialogue of the Sages i an Hia- 
torical Work in Proas and Poetry, full of rare information on tbe 
achieTcmenta of the Fionna Eirionn ; copied ftom a rellum niaauacript 
of the Foorteeoth Century, now deposited in the Bodleian Librarjr, 
Oxford. To be edited bj John Wihdblx, £■<). 

IV. Cit pjjniy Cn^z* ' ''^i an Aeconnt of the Battle fought at Tentry 
In the county of Kerry, in the Third Century of the Christian era, be- 
tween D^re Donn, Monarch of the World, and the Feniani. To be 
edited by the Rev. Ja>bs GuoBKAir, A.B. 

Tbli Battle luted fin- M« dsys; tbecoprsl the diipoul of tba Eodlet; li tbituileit 
known 10 eiiit, having 1»en copied ft-om s i^um numnaertpt of tbe fourteenth eentnr;, 
non depoiited In the Bodlelin Ubnij, OifOrd. 
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V. Cac ChvocA ; or, the Battle of Cutlekaock, in the cooDty of 
Dublin, fought A.D. 273, between Conn Ceadchabuh, Le , Conn of the 
Hundred BftttlcB, and the CUnna Moma ; by hU Tictory in which. Conn 
obt&ined the SoTereigntj of three Frovlnoes In Inland, vis. Connanght, 
UlBter, and Ldnater. To he edited by Thaddeus O'Mi.hont, £■«. 

This tnci Is coiiled frota ■ muiucrlpt nude bj Jobn Uorphj of Curlguyar, In ths 
couutf or CoTk, A.D. 172S, anl Irom tbe fkme of Uie vtIUt u s oUgnpUit, no imM 
li rotartelDed or tba Mcunwr or ths text. 

VI. Caid bo Cbiuilsira; or, the Great Cattle Spoil of duJlgiM 
(Cooley), in the count; of Louth, being a Hiatory of the Seren Tear* 
War between TTliter and Connanght; in the reign of Meadhbb, Queen 
of Counaught, and Concbobhar Mac Neeas, king of Ulster, on account 
of tbe famous boll called Dotui Chvailgne ; and which tenninated, ac- 
CordiDg to Boderie O'Flahertj, the Irlih Chronologiat, one year befbre 
the ChriBtian era. Now editing by Wii.uam Hackbit, E«a. 

Tbli vtry mdnit ud cuHoag tnct oampitiM two bmidred ijloa^-wTltCen ftiUoi, ud 
contains maiiT Intsisstlng detail! of Mjtbologlcil Indaenti. PUlu Stones. Ogbun lo- 
Krlptioni, Tnlschj, Wir Chmrlols, lainsn SIgliBs, Mlee ind Cat locantatloni. Togetlwr 
nllli an account of Che Mytteiloiu War Weapon used tij CnobuUnlnn. called Oalk Boh i 
alio Soma Acconnt or tbo eul; Cbitstlan iHisalonarlea In Irelaod, and tlie piirtlegei 
ei;]07od ^j tJjo chlor bard. 

The oopr at ttie disposal or Itie Sodetflt aclmovrledged b; eompelant Judges to b* tba 
most accorate paper copj* extant ; and belongs to the fier. jtatrlok Idmb, F.P', NewtowK- 
liamlltoD, nbo bts lerr Uudlr made It available to Um 3odet]r ; and It II DOW far adTanoed 
In preparation. 

TIL A TEACT ON THE TOPOGBAPHT OF lEELAHD ; from 
the Psalter Mac lUcIiard Butler, otIierwiBe called " Saltar na Rann," 
(which appeaiB Irom the handwriting to be much more ancient than any 
Other part of die volume), containing the Derivation of the Namea, 
Local Traditions, and other remarlcable circumstances, of the Hilla, 
Uountains, Rivers, Caves, Cams, Bocks, Tulacbs, and Monumental 
remains of Pagan Ireland, but more especially those connected with 
the deeds of fion^ Mac ChumhailL To be edited by Pbofxssor 

CONNELLAN. 

Psalter Mac Richard Butler vat oilglnsllr wiinen for Edmond, son oT Richard Boiler 
conunonly called "Mac Richard," hat on his defeat by Thomas, the eighth Eartof Des- 
mond, (iho was iKheaded In 1467), near (be bsnhs of the Rlier Snlr, where gieatlimnben 
ot the BnUera' foUowers were diowned and tlaln, the book faU into the liandi of this 
Thonws, and was aflerwarde the propert? of Sir George Carew, Elliahoth'g Fmldant of 
UoDSter 1 but finally came Into the hands of Archbishop LaiuI, oho bequeathed It to the 
Bodlidaa Lltirai?, Oifcrd, where It is now preseired, and the Socletj hiie peimlulon to 



VIII. A TRACT ON THE GREAT ACTIONS OF FINS MAC 
CHUMHAILL, copied from the Psalter of Mac lUchard Butler. To 
be edited by the Bbt. Ulick J. Bodbke, of St. Patricli's College, 
Maynooth. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



ISH manuscripts containing pieces 
of history mixed up with tlie fabul- 
ous are numerous, and most of 
tliem highly instructive as well as 
entertaining. Some there may be 
who consider those tales unworthy 
' the notice of any one, much less of 
the historian, merely because fable 
may be the prominent portion of the 
subject; but this opinion, which has 
been growing for years, is a fallacious one. The early history 
of every country is roore or less interwoven with fable, yet much 
of genuine history is, nevertheless, to be gleaned from it. If 
we revert to the early histories of Greece, Eome, Hindostan, 
Ceylon, Egypt, Arabia, Scotland, Britain, Man, and, in fact, 
those of any other country, we shall find that the same error 
is clearly visible in their pages, yet none of these nations have 
rejected those partly fabulous documents that form the mate- 
riab of their history, but wisely analysing their contents, have 
separated the honej from the poison, and used it, as judgment 
warranted, in the compilation of their annals. If these 
matters have happened — and they have — what reason can any 
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person addnee for the total rejection ot onr Irish ronisnces, 
wbj reject hiBtorical truths because tliey have been found cou- 
nected with fable, an; more than other historiana have done ? 
Apart from this consideralion, our writtea romances are of 
incalculable value, because thej throw a clear light upon the 
manners, customs, social intercourse, and the political as well 
as the religions bias of a people whose history is yet but 
imperfectly known, but who trod the aame green sod that we 
do, spoke the same language, and who, whether Pagan or 
Christian, were those from whom we derived our existence, in 
a natural course. This in itself ought to be an inducement 
of sufficient interest to stimulate us to work in the wide field 
flf Irish romance, for the sake of learning, and viewing as far 
as we can, the manners of those who have been here before us, 
as well as recording for imitation or for diauae the various 
practices prevalent amongst them. 

Oar Irish romances are, by no meana, ao trifling and 
meaningless as they are often represented. They contain a 
vast amount of local history, and afford us a dim glimpse of the 
exploded doctrines of oar pagan ancestors, all of which have 
been almost foigotten through long disuse. They consist of 
three classes, namely, the historical, such as the Tain Bo 
Chnailgne (Cattle Spoil of Cooley], Cath Chnoca (Battle of 
Castleknock), Cath Chluana Tairbh (Battle of ClontarO, 
Agallamh na Seanoiridhe (Dialogue of the Sages), &c. ; the 
Mytholological, such as Eachtra Mhuireadhaigh, Mac anDian 
Deirg (tlie Adventures of Muireadhach the Son of Dian the 
Eed), Laoi Tliir un n-Og (the Lay of the Land of Youth), 
Suiiglie Fhinn a g-Crioch Lochlann (the Courtship of Finn in 
the Land of Loghlin), &c. ; and lastly, the purely fictitious, 
such as the Cearoach Cael Biabhach (the Grey Slender Eem), 
Mac na Michomhairle (The Ill-advised Son), &c. 

Our mythology, at least eo much of it as we can glean 
from our MSS., and learn from the slill prevalent habits and 
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customs of onr people, is beaatiful in the extreme, and cha< 
racteristic of a people of cousiclerable refinement and civili- 
zation. It is worthy of remark that, bo far as we are able 
to learn, the pagan Iriah did not bend the knee to grotesque 
figures, bnt chose for their deities such imaginary beings as 
Beal, or the snn, that is the great being; Dagdae, probably 
the Tuatha Dedanan term for the same deity, which means 
the good god ; Crom the deity of irrigation and agricnltnre j 
Mananan Mao Lir, the potent deity of the ocean; Aine, 
the moon, goddess of the water, as well as of wisdom; Aedh 
Oirfidh onr Irish Orpbeua, usually called Mao Manair, after 
his father's name ; Iphinn, the benevolent, who presented our 
Oirfidh, or Orpheus, wiih his extraordinary golden lyre or harp; 
the stars, and wind, as well as the elements ; bnt it must be 
remarked that nowhere can we discern a single trace of any 
warranty to support the opinion that they adored any other 
object than the sun, and afterwards the moon, though they seem 
to have attached considerable importance to each of those 
other divioities. Bat the prettiest relic that paganism has 
left ns is the faery mythology which peoples all our hills, 
monntains, forts, causeways, &c., and gives another race of 
creatures resembling human beings to our lakes, rivers, &c. 
These invisible beings are generally believed to take much 
interest either for good or evil in human affairs, and the belief 
in their power for evil formerly afforded lucrative employment 
to a class of persona who pretended to possess a knowledge 
of charms and other mystical remedies capable of counter- 
acting their malicious plans, and who found it their interest 
to keep alive the deception. 

There was another class of beings, unlike feiries, of diminu- 
tive stature, who also were believed to be much interested in 
human &Sain ; of these the most popular was the Luchryman 
{reet^, Leith-phrogan, i.e., (be artisan of the shoe, or brogue), 
because he was always found, when discovered by the human 
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spiite always prored ret; cmmiiig, when Borprised by the 
bmnim eje reetang apon him, and used many wily iDventions 
to induce the beholder to look one way or the other, when be 
became instanUy invisible, and was never seen after. If he 
did not thas auoceed in baffling the mortal, the latter had him 
completely in his power, and had nothing more to do than to 
capture the wealthy sprite ; but he could be bound by no man- 
acles except a ploogh-chaiu, or a clue of wodlen thread 
manufactured by the industrious housewife. The Luchrymatt 
possessed a twofold sonice of wealth, one, a treasure hidden in 
the earth, which he bestowed on the husbandman ; and the 
other, gparan na ^lUnge, an inexhaustible purse, which always 
contained a piece of money ; this purse he gave to the merchant 
or dealer only. The LatdHyman was the type of industry i if 
the beholder, or he who made industry his principal object, 
tunied his eye to the right or left from the motive of his 
pursuit, then, like the Lucbryman, he waa certain to be disap< 
pointed, and lose hia golden prize. The nature too of tlu 
bonds, by which alone the sprite could be possibly bound, is 
emblematical of induatry. So firm was the belief in the 
existence of the Laohtyman, that if a farmer waa known to 
better his coaditioo by industry and economy, car a trader to 
grow wealthy by honest dealing, they were said to hare captured 
a Lucbryman, and robbed him of liis treasure or inexhaustible 
purse. The Oean-canach (love-talker) was anothw diminative 
being of the same tribe, but, unlike the Lachiyman, he per- 
sonated love and idleness, and always appeared with a dndeen 
in bis jaw in lonesome valleys, and it was bis custom to make 
love to shepherdesses and milkmaids : it was considered very 
unlucky to meet him ; and whoever waa known to have ruined 
his fortune by devotion to the fair sex was aaid to have met 
a Geancanach. The dudeen, or ancient Irish tobacco pipe 
found in our raths, &c., is still popularly called a Oeancanach's 
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pipe. The Clobh&r-eeaDn was another being of tbe same class : 
be was a jolly, red-faced, dranken little fellow, and was erer 
found in the cellars of tbe debaocbee, Baccboa-like, astride 
of the wine batt with brimM tankard in band, drinking and 
singing away merrily. Any wine-cellar known to be haunted 
by this sprite, was doomed to bring its owner to tweedy min. 
litis portion <^ out native mythology was tiiily emblematical 
and instructive, but neTertbelessitwas not tbe most olaseical and 
beantifDl one. It is to be much regretted tbat tbe space to 
which an introdaction sboold necessarily be confined, will not 
allow a farther elnddanon of oar ^lerymytbology — a mythology 
rich in imagery, pleasing and refined. We did act confine oar 
muses to a single Parnassns, for eveij mountain, rath, and 
hill of note, had its ZeamuMMffia, or native muse, who was 
never niggardly of her favors to the local bard. We had our 
friendly Bean^gkei, who were always deeply aftected by the 
approaching demise of a member of the family to which each 
bad been so deTotedly attached, and who, with plaintive cries, 
warned the family of the bereavement. We bad also out 
"Sinbhan Dubh caBoinne" (Black Joanna of the Boyoe), 
who, on Hallow-eve, would favor the bouse, that waa usually 
kept tidy and clean, with a visit in tbe ab^ of a large black 
fowl of strange appearance, and by her presence bestow good 
tack upon tbe fiimily daring tbe enaaing year. Even Mananan 
himself, who never permitted a noble or bmve Irishman to go 
into a foreign country on a dangerous mission without acooou 
panjing him, asristing him effectually, and conducting him 
home in safety, did not abandon Ireland until the time of 
Baittt Colambkille, who gave him no hope of reining heaven, 
which bad tidii^ so deeply affected him, that be, with bis 
followers, bade a final fiirawdl to oar country, and retired to 
his native Armenia, opcm which occasion, Mac Uoineanta of 
' Scraby-hill in the coniity of Cavan, a less powerful chief of tbe 
invisible creation, assumed command in his [dace, to the laating 
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grief of all the people with wLom Mananan had been a general 
favorite. 

That oar faerj traditiona are relics of paganism there can be 
but litUe doubt, aince the cnstoms obserred on the eves of 
certain festivals, and on other occasions, afford ample proofs 
that they were not the emanations of any form of Christianity 
that nov exists, or ever had an existence : the popular practices 
in connexion vitb them enable ns to analjse them with ease. 
Bnt there are other portions of the old mythology of the Irish 
dimly hinted at in om manuscripts, which ceased to have any 
infloence on the people after the introdaction of Christianity, 
and which cannot now be easily understood or explained with- 
out extraneous aid j this is the part that relates to the gods 
adored by oar pagan ancestors, and the rites used in connexion 
with their worship. The document now for the first time 
presented to the public in an English dress has reference to 
these. It also reflects mnch light on the topography of a very 
classical and interesting locality ; and it explains many qnot- 
ations found in the works of our bards, which would otherwise 
remain as obscurities impeding the reader and student in tlieir 
progress. The explanation of such obscure passages was 
unqacstionably the object of the writer, whosoever be may 
have been. 

Fionn the son of Cumhall seems to have been the great 
actor in all the scenes represented in the text under considera- 
tion, and therefore must have been a very important personage 
in more respects than one, in the olden time. In the 
Agallamh na Seanoiridhe (Dialogue of the Sages), Pionn, 
among other extraordinary qualifications which he possessed, 
is said to have been one of the most eminent Druids that ever 
floorishedin Ireland, l^onnthe Druid is generally supposed 
to have been the same personage as Fionn the son of Cumhall, 
the celebrated leader of the Fenian forces. But there is 
strong reason to doubt this, since, according to Mac Firbis and 
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othera, tliere vere many diatinguished peraoDB named Fiona 
both before and after the time of the son of Cumhall. It is 
most probable that Fionn tbe aon of Cnmliall has been invest- 
ed with many of the achievemeuta of hia namerons name- 
Bakes, jost as the exploifd of many a local Heicales were 
placed to the credit of the great aon of Alcm6n£. — This is the 
only rational way of reconciling the Protean variety of the 
characters in which Fionn appears, with a belief in his existence 
as an historical personage ; and it ia alao some explanation of 
what muat appear rather marvellous anachronisms in the ac- 
counts of hia Ufa and exploits ; uiilesa, indeed, we are to sup- 
pose that the number of years allotted to him in this world 
slightly exceeded the spaa of more ordinary mortals, according 
to the authority of an ancient poem qnoted in Yol. I. Trans. 
Ossianic Society, page 36, which states that he lived three 
hundred and ten years, all but one month. The general im- 
pression is, that the Fenians were so called a^er Fionn their 
leader, but this is certainly erroneoos inasmuch aa the Fenians 
of Britain, Lochlin, &c^ could not have been so named from 
Fionn the son of Gnmhall, since they had little or no connex- 
ion in a military sense with him, and since tiie Fenian order 
had been long established in Ireland before Fionn the sod of 
Cumhall was bom. Hence the Feniana were not so called after 
the name of this Fionn, their most renowned commander. 

There are learned antiquarians who believe that tbe name 
" Fenian" waa common to the Iriah as a people, and that it 
was derived from that of Fenius Farsadh the first inventor of 
letters, who was the great ancestor of the aboriginal Irish. 
Dr. Charlea (yConor, in hia Serum HUenticarum Soripioret 
VeUrei, S^c. Vol. I. PI. xxxiv., treating on the subject saya : — 
" Hibernos nempe veteres Feniot dictos fuiase, a quodam 
Fe»io FariaidA, qui primus literarum Oghmiarum inventor 
babetur," i.e., " that the old Irish were called Fenians after 
one Feniut Fartaidh, who ia supposed to have been the first 
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jiiveutor of the C^ham cliancters." Dr. John O'Brien, Bo- 
man Catholic Bishop of Clojoe, adheres to a similar opinion 
with Dr. CyConor. He states in his Irish Dictionary, that 
the name of the barony of Fermoy was Fir Muighe Peine, 
which he translates " Tin campi Pheonioram," i.e. the Men of 
the Plain of the Pianieiatu." Mao IHrbis, onr great Irish 
Ollamh, was of the opinion that some of the peraons nanwd 
PionUj who flourished in Ireland, were of the Firbo^ race of 
Tara and Offaly : these he calls Attacots, and says that this 
was one of the three tribes from which the Kings of the Fen> 
ian forces were nsnally elected. He further states that the 
Firbolg tribes of Leinster and Connacht chiefly constituted the 
staff of the Irish Fenian army. This is very significant of the 
descent of this mysterious race of people, and goes far to 
prove that the Firbolgs were Phcenicians, or a branch of that 
ancient and enterprising people. If we can attach any amonut 
of credit to the learned author of the Crymogsea, or AntiquitieB 
of Iceland, who states, on the authority of Frocopius (page 6.), 
a native of Palestine, that the Chaldeans, who had been ex- 
peDed by Josne, migrated to the coasts of Africa, and thence 
to the Chersonesns Cimbrica or Jutland, and the adjacent is- 
lands, we can plainly see they were the Locbbnachs of our 
ancient history — the first people, who, under the names of 
Fomorians and Firbolgs, made settlements on our coasts, and 
subsequently held the country under taxation for many cen- 
turies. It is evident that the Fomorians and Firbolgs were 
different divisions of the same femily ; Partholanus was a 
Fomorian leader, according to the old poem, beginning 
AdiamA Jiiair SfCy (Adam Father, &c.) which says that : — 

"Bo 54b bftib Ap «i) njajj, 
pAjicolao ir T^onjAjiiic." 

He engaged them on the pItuD, 
ParthgUnut and his Fomorians. 
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These Fomoriana were Lochlanaohs, or hordes from the Cher> 
sonesua Cimbrioa, who h&d been conquered by Lughaidh the 
Long-handed iu the Battle of MoTtnir : 

" lx)cluiubBic CO U]b|)t, 
Slifl fe<i|u>|b ^iit^ODO ajle; 

Be CU5A& C4C ^ii|5| 'Cuifii." 

SgiatA na h-Ba»hna. 
The IiocbUnAohB held potent nri^ 
Over &11 tbe men of IreUoi^ 
Until Lughadb Lamhfhadti came 
And fought the Battle of Mojtuir. 

Ftom tbe previoos qootation It is quite clear that Farthola- 
nos and his people were Fomorians, who, if we adopt the 
accounts ^7ea in the Crymogssa from the accurate Frocopius, 
were a branch of the tribes that originally held possession of 
tbe Promised Land, and who spread themselves, from tlie 
African coasts to the islands of the Gheisonesua Oimbrica. It 
remains now to show that the FomoriaaB themselves were the 
people whom our writers called Loohlanachs, probably on 
accouBt of the great number of eetnaries and sea-lakes with 
which their country was indented, or because they were, from 
the time of their first settlement in their northern home, 
renowned mariners and pirates. In a curious historical piece, 
styled " Oidhe Cblainne Tuirinn" (The Tate of tbe Sons of 
Toirinn) which tells of the slavery, under which Nuadh Airgi- 
odlamb (Noodh of the silver hand] and tiie Tuatha Dedanans 
had been enthralled by the Fomorians, we read : — 

" Jr AitjL* bo bj «t» niS fiD ocuf c^ofCiiu iD6p-cport) A3 
Flijtte l^otijottAcI) *iti CbttACA be Dauaijq h© Xynr) aij |i]J 
Y\n, ocuf cjof Af AIJ lorAi&, ociir »W5^ t^ftf A|t At) n**!"? 
o TbnAcAib be "Daoadij jaca bljASAio Ajp rijnUAc Uirujcc 
djeAit)itA(cc riATi, ocuf bo beAijbAir fl" a^Jac 5aca 
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c-ni6]i» A biiAjDb 8 ijA c^Atn &•• t4 b'iji conjoruiA oip- 

A TlAjfiMAp UirOeAC ?D}66 ADJOj, OCUf I)t ClAI) bo 6!*A|t 

AQ9 Aij CAi} bo coqcAbAfi biA)tit)A 3a6a beA^floAj ]r 1Q 
njfcj AT>0]1> 3ACA i)-biji6A6 bA inoi)ijrA)6e, ocwr ^eO lijAC- 
AOtij A c-cor*^ i?4 bpotjs-buifitw, ocuf pA cofiQU|l pe fujoe 
5Tt6ii}e b6AlitA& A &)^e ocuj* a ftAbAiuj ocuf v]op i*AbA8 
A ^u]f b'^eACAjt) le toeAb a cA]6i7eArijAj ocup ^ji bo bj 
At)b -1- tfijAb tkmf AbA Ifiijtj-bfeiiDijeAC, ocitf *D ti)Afic|tA& 
f\6e tnt* 'CAiit)5A||te .i, a coii)6AlcA6A pfe]tj .i. cIaqq IZQIja- 

UAI)D&I>J' — Jr 3*1P1* ^ bAbAtl AITOi AD CAt) Ab COIJCAbAp 

AD bueAfij Ti>obATiu> mifSiArijAc b'ft t^ioi}i)rA]&e -i. daoj 
i)Aei7ri)«lTt t» ri)AO}iA|b pA b-)^orQA|tAcb &<> iiSsbail cjofA 
ocuf ciijA b-fe*p t)-ftip|oi)b. — Octtj" jio feipse t.ii^A^6, A5 
pAfi n"' **^''T ^ 90CC Ai) peAT»5-CApcAC, ocnf bo lfe|5 pficA 
6, octtf bo 3Ab A5A i>-0]pleAC ocuf aja 9-AccurQA6, ijo jup 
lijApb ode ijAfiijnjAip bjob ; ocuf bo Ifejs f« pAeiTtbAp f4 
c*&Ar ocuf K* cu|mipc p^3 ©ipjouD bjob. '<Do iijuip|:|i7p 
f[t»,' bAp tfijAiS, ' ACc 3Mt»Ab feipp l|oii> nb bo 60I le 
f5feAlA|b bo ClUD DA D-AUriwpAC 'uA^b TDO ceACcA F^iw Ap 
eA3lA 30 b-fuiJbjr eAroW>ip.' )r *» tTJ »o JliiArAbAp AD 
tjAeijtijAp x^V potDp* 50 cuAi) ©AfA 4)ApAj ocuf Do cua5- 
bAp 11JA loDSAib, ocuf bo jWrAbAp ponipA ijo 30 p&IJJAbAp 
I^IaIJD to*!* * pAbAbAp f JDDC ^OlDOpAC J ocuf b'lDDr^A&Ap 
A f36AlA fedjb o cfif 50 beipe. — Oo p*i6 BaIap, *ad 
b-peAbAbAjpfi CIA Ij-ft fttb' ? ' "Do peAbAp,' Ap Cef cI|oijD) 
' njAC iDSloe 6uic-fe ocuf bAnj-fA fiib, oc«r aca j b-pijr- 
bipe 6ii|Dije o t«> tjocpAft 1 d-G-IPIDI) 0*6 biA& ijeApc 
ASAttJDe 1 D-&1t»ltHJ o nt> An)*c 30 bpW.' " 

Thii Eiog wu tboi titiuted ; the r&ce of the Fomorivu imposed 
k verj heavy tribute upon the Tuatha Dednnans in hit rei^, A 
tax was levied upon the groxing cropii and an ttnga (ingot) of gold 
was exacted upon the nose of ever; one of the Tuatha Dedanaai 
each jear from TJuneach to Tara eaitward : thii tax naa to be p^d 
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ererj jmt, and wIiommtw »u found ODAble to p»; it, his note wu 
aerered from bis f&ce. On a ceruin daj the chief king of Ireland 
held ft meeting on the hill of Balar, which is now called Uuneach of 
Ue&th; [tbef had not been long auetnbled there, when tbej dii' 
covered a well appointed host of people approaching them along the 
plain from the ea«t, and a jonng man whose countenance shone lilie 
the rising ann, marched at the head of this dense crowd of men. It 
waa impossible to look him in the face, he was so lovelj, and he wu 
no other than Lnghadh Lamhfhada, (long-handed) the sword ezer- 
daer, ti^ther with the fair; (enchanted) cavalcade consisting of th« 
ions of Mananon, his foster-brothers from Canaan. — Thej had 
remsjned bat a short time there, when the; saw an ugl;, ill-shaped 
partj of people, namel;, nine times nine men, who were the steward* 
of the Fomorians, cooung to receive the rents and taxes of the peo< 
pie of Ireland.— And with these words Lughadh arose, and, having 
unsheathed the Feargcarthach, (the aword of Mananan) attacked 
them ; and having cut and mangled them, killed eight times "nine 
men of their number, but suffered the remaining nine to put them- 
selves under the protection of the king of Ireland. " I would kill 
jon/'said Li^hadh, "were it not that I prefer that jou should carrj 
the tidings to the foreigners, rather than send mj own messengers, 
lest they might be dishonoured." — The nine men thereupon marched 
forward to Eas Dara where the; embarked and sailed to the race of 
the Fomorians in Lochlan, to whom the; related the whole matter 
from the beginning to the end — " can an; person among ;ou tell who 
that individual is?" enquired Balar. "I can tell," replied Ceithllnn, 
" he is a ion of your and tm/ daughter ; and it ha* been foretold to 
us, that whenever he shall come into Ireland, we shall possess no 
more power in Ireland from that time out for ever." 

From the above extract we can collect that the Fomoriaiis 
were the Lochlanachs of car historians, that Lughadh the 
Long-handed was a Fomorian by maternal descent, and had 
been bred in the east, which circumatancee go far to confirm 
the opinion of Procopius, namely, that the ancient inhabitants 
of the African coasts who, according to the author of the 
Crymogaja and other writers, subsequently settled on the 
Chersonesus Cimbrica and the adjacent islands, were a divisiou 
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of the Canaanites who had been expelled from their oonntry 
by the Israelites, under (he command of Joahna. If then, 
the Fomorians were Lochlauacha, and the Lochlanachs Ca- 
naanites, Fartholanns, who is shown to hare been a Fomo- 
lian, must hare sprung from the same eastern origin, as well 
as Tfeimidh (Nemedius) the ancestor of the Firbolgs, who 
descended from a brother of Fartholanns, according to onr 
historians. As Phoenida and Jndfea by close together, those 
who emigrated from the one connti;, might well be said to 
have belonged to the other, b; those who lived in a distant 
oonntry. If the Cartbi^pmatis had been called Fani after 
Fhoeniz, as some suppose, and the ancient Irish called Feni 
after Feniua Farsadh, according to Dr. CConor, there can be 
but little doubt that both were but one and the same person, 
and more, that our Feuiana were Phoenicians, who settled in 
Ireland, and became mercenary soldiers, until they collected 
strength to their ranks, and became powerful in the course of 
many ages. If Dr. CyConor be correct in bis opinion, 
namely, that the Fenians were so called after Fenins Farsadh, 
which opinion was uadonbtedly that of our best writers, and 
old annalists, we then may safelyassume thatFinnas, orFinius, 
was the first person of that name, and that his actions as well 
those of several others of the same name, have been attributed 
to Fionn the son of CEmihalL 

It is not within the sphere of a mere introduction to dilate 
upon the important enqniiy concerning the clann or original 
family of the Fenians. But since we find incontrovertible 
proofs of the existence of the Fenians in Lochlan, Britain, 
Scotland, and other countries, and that the Fenians of Ireland 
were distinguished from their kindred of the same name 
residing in other parts, by the epithet of Fenians or Fian of 
Eire, it is not unreasonable to come to the conclusion, that 
they were a branch of an original people, who, at some e^ly 
period, separated, and settled in various countries. This 
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notion is not an nnhietorical or original one. Oar native his- 
torians aasure us, "nemine oontradicente," that a certain 
FentDs Farsa, at the period of the confasion of Babel, digested 
the Tarious languages, and tlut he paid particular attention to 
the Gaelic, as he found it to be the most expressive and 
copions of any then in existence. Who was this Fenios — was 
he the «*i'wE of the Greeka— the Phcenix of tlie Latins, who 
is said to hare led colonies to the westP Scholars object to 
this theory that the Fhconicians never called themselves by 
that name, bat Jehusaei, Gergaesi, Chenani, frc., but it does 
not follow that they were known to other nations by another 
name, any more than the English who have been, and ue 
still called Sassanagh (Saxons) by the Irish-speaking portion of 
our people. So, the Phoenicians having been giants, a circum- 
stance almost generally acknowledged, the word Feineagb or 
Fianach, signifies a giant, as weU as the attributes usnally 
conceded to persons of gigantic stature, and physical as well 
as mental powers. Bryant, moreover, states that Phoenicia 
was originally called Canaan, Cuas, and C'na ; and as we can- 
not very easily separate or rather distingnish the ancient 
Phcenicians from the natives of Canaan, we may very natarally 
come to the conclusion that there had been but little diatinc- 
tion made between tbem by the foreigners whom they visited 
in course of their peregrinations. It is not, then, too much 
to suppose, in the absence of more tangible proof, that tbose 
enterprising foreigners, in consequence of their appearance and 
general habits, won for themselves the name of Feinne, ««»«■(, 
Phoenicians, amongst the various people of the countries to 
whom they migrated. Hence, it is not goiug too far to in- 
dulge in the supposition that our Fenians, since they were not 
con£ned to Ireland alone, were a branch of those enterprising 
foreigners who remained in this island and elsewhere, when 
casualties and changes at home necessarily cut off the com- 
munications of their friends. 



Digitized by Google 



28 

But could any doubt have remained aa to the onental origin 
of our early colonists, we need only refer to numeroas Irish 
manuscripts for corroboration of this fact. The author of the 
mauDscript battle of Yentry, speaking of the exertions of Bndh 
Dearg, the Tuatha Dedanan king, to assist the Fenians to repel 
the invaders from the coasts of tlie island, consents to send to 
Canaan for a body of Tuatha Dedanans for that purpose; 
but the commander of the invading forces did not beheve in 
their existence, stating that the Tuatha Dedanans could not 
possibly lire on the surface of the land, and therefore were 
not Irishmen. — ^Tbe following extract from that old mauu- 
sciipt, (pp. Z9S, 294.) shows this : — 

"Budh Dearg Mlicited bj the Irish plenipotentiarf to aasiit tha 
Feniani agaioit the iriTanon made hj the king of the World under 
the ftllegfttion that the Fsniuu rendered his people, the Tuatha De- 
dAnana, much lervice, couscDti, and sendi hAralds to Tir Tarngairt 
(Canaan) for the Tuatha Dedaaans who wer* located there — The 
king of the World Bud that the Tnatba Dedattaiu could not 
poiiiblj be a diTuian of the people of Ireland, and if thej were 
the; tniut be SUidhbhrvigAt (fairiei,) and could not poisibl; exist on 
the anrface of Ireland." 

It would be well worth the notice of our archEeoIogists to 
enter on the study of the origin of our first colouiats, but 
this subject would become a labyrinth indeed to such as have 
not made an intimate acquaintance with that of the origin also 
of other nations of antiquity. Our antiquariea are, no doubt, 
wise in declining to enter on this very abstruse enquiry, 
since they find so many of the Continental scholars who 
treated of those matters involve themselves in an endless 
maze of difficulties. But with a knowledge of our language 
then is no knowing how clear and satisfactory they might 
have made their enquiries, since our manuscripts are all very 
clear and explicit on the point. Had the learned Bryant 
been acquainted with the language and history of Ireland, his 
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wori[ would certainl; be one of the best ever written. But 
if the PeniaDs of Ireland were not named after Fionn Mac 
Cumhaill, as they undoubtedly were not, may they not have 
been a branch of Fhcenicians, who had settled in tbe Cherso- 
neens, Alba, Britain and Ireland ? 

We read in tbe old bistorica) tale, Agallamh ua Seanoiridhe 
(Dialogue of the Sages), which is now preparing for the 
Society, that Fionn son of Cumball was a Philoaopfaer, a 
Musician, a Bard, a Liagb, an Admiral, a Druid or Priest, a 
Statesman, a Commander, and a Prophet — we have a prophecy 
relative to tbe Danish and Enghsh invasion of our island, 
attributed to him ; if he bad lived three hundred and tea 
years, as we are told he did, and had been engaged in a severe 
course of study all that time, be could not possibly have been 
learned in all the arts and sciences required to render him 
eminent in all those arduous professions, since we know that 
the span of a long life was found only too abort for men who 
bad made any one of those branches tbeir study, to enable 
them to maater tbe science to which they applied themselves. 
Hence the fame of Fionn, son of Cumhall, did not really rest 
on his individual merits as a man, but was built on that of 
other persons of the same name who had been liis predecessors. 
The piece, which is now about to be given for tbe first 
time in English, is really carious, but is of that class which 
is supposed to be mythological, because few of the incidents 
contained in it can be explained as common historical events. 
It opens with a bunting excursion, but instead of enjoying 
the pleasures of the cbase, Fionn himself, strangely enough, 
falls asleep on a cam on tbe mountain of Ceannsleibhe, near 
the Lake of Incbiquin. The Fenian chief was attended by 
only one Fenian named Diornting ; when he awoke be desired 
his attendant to go to the adjoining wood and cat some wattles 
vrith which to make a hnt for tbeir reception that night. 
Dlorraing obeyed, but when he entered tbe wood he discovered 
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an el^nt brui^iin, or mbtommeui abocle iidjftcent. Dior> 
nuDg having returned with the news of his discoyery, Fionn 
resolved to seek shelter in the hruighin that night. When 
thty arrived at the door the porter enqnired who they were, 
and was told they were two of the men belonging to iRonn 
Hac Cnmhaill. " You are boding misfortune to yourselves/' 
replied the porter, "becanse it was Fions Mac Cambaill 
himself that killed the father, mother, and foni brothers of 
the owner of this place, as well as the father and mother of 
his wife : he who dwells here ia named Conan Ceann-sletbhe, 
who is also named Conan of Geannanmaire, and it was Fionn 
himself that brought him to Ireland, from Sumaire of the 
!B«d SeB, near the shore of Loch Lurg, when he was in quest 
of his sword called Mac an Loin," The porter then withdrew 
and presently was ordered to sdmit the guests. 

The foregoing piece of information volunteered by the 
porter has but little meaning, unless we can connect it with 
some incident relating to the arrival of the early colonists of 
Ireland from the eaat, of which we are at present ia ignorance. 
However, when they were admitted, Conan welcomed them, 
and bade them be seated, and then asked Fionn to favour him 
with the names by which he had been known in early life ; 
the Fenian chief complied, and informed him that his first name 
had been Glasdiogan, his second, Giolla an Choasain ; but 
that he was known by that name because his clothing con- 
sisted only of the skins of the deer and other wild beasts. 
Conan, after having thanked him for the information, requested 
him under penalty of geata (prohibition), to inform him on 
what account he leaped the chasm of Brige Bloighe once s 
year. Fionn stated that the day he se[iarat€d from his foster- 
mother, Boghmuin, when she had been slain by the clan of 
Hoime, he lost his way, bnt at length found himself at Lua- 
chair Dheaghaidh in the south. Here he saw two assemblies, 
one of fair ladies, and tbe other composed of mm : the aasem- 
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blies were tach on » cant, while a deep inde chasm in the 
mountain separated them. He went to the crowd of ladies, 
and enquired the caose of the meeting. He was speedily in- 
formed that Seadna, son of the king of Kerry-Lnachra, bad 
fallen in love with Danat, daughter of Daire, from Sitb-Daire, 
bat that the lady refosed to marry him unless he engaged to 
lei^ this ebiran once a year during his life time. Fiona having 
aeen thai the prince baulked at the leap, when he reached the 
margin of the precipice, enquired whether or not the princess 
would marry anotiier if he would make the leap. Having 
been answered in the affirmative, be tucked up his deer skin 
garments and leaped the chasm, not only forward, but back- 
wards as welL The princess bound him under ffeaia, (pro- 
hibition), to perform the leap once a year. We have so 
many localities in Ireland distinguished for leaps equally as 
^traordinary aa that of Fionn, that we cannot easily separate 
the circumstances of those let^ from some obsolete Pagan rite. t 7 

Leim na Con (Loo ph<M>i^)r in the southern extremity of the '^^^ ^^^t^^tj 
county of Clare, and the various Leim an eich (steed's leaps^ (\2t^ J^ ^ ' 

throu^out the country, strongly warrant this opinion. There -; **■**& 

are footprints left by the steed generally on a rock to mark 
the extent of the leap, and these marks are believed to be of 
the remotest antiquity. If we cannot connect Fiona's leaps 
over the wide chasm with the labor of Hercnles, when he 
separated the mountain by the strength of his arms, we can at 
least, in someway, connect the mysterions footprints with such 
88 those on Adam's Peak in the isbnd of Ceylon. 

The history of Boghmnin, as told by tradition, which singu- 
larly enough localises it to several places in each province of 
Ireland, is really mythological. The tradition prevalent among 
the people on the north eastern coasts rans thus, When 
Fionn had reached bis seyeoth year, Boghmuin, who, up 
to that time, was doubtful what nune to give her fost«r-son, 
introduced him among the youth of the dan of t^me while 
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engaged at the hatl«t it Tbpb; the yoang BoisgnoBii sood 
wonted them all, so that the monarch earnestly enqaired who 
that faii-hairad (Fionn) joath was, who behared so bravely. 
Upon which Boghmnia caught hold of him, raised him on 
her shoolders, and betook herself to fl^ht, at the same time 
exclaiming aloud, " I thank the gods for haritig m; foster-son 
named so anspiciously." Bogbmnio was immediatelj pursued, 
but being nimble of foot she soon oatatripped and baffled the 
pnrsnit of her enemies. "When she considered herself safe she 
let Fiona walk, bnt he, terror-strnck, flung her on his shoul- 
ders and continued his flight ; when he reached the sea coast 
at Lu^n Green, he resolved to rest himself, but, to his 
mortiScation, he found that he had only the lurgain (shin- 
bones} of hu foster-mother, which he still continued to hold in 
his hand; these he oast into the sea, and Lui^n Qreen has, 
from that circumstance, been called e?er since, "Largain 
Satba" in Irish. There are some aatjqaanes who think that 
the dispersion of the members of Boghmuin has reference to 
some mythological, or historical event which occurred long 
before the Irish settled ia Ireland, and which had been pre- 
served by tradition, if not to the dispersion of the members of 
Osiris, since the event recorded has been so generally locahsed. 
The Fenian forces were remarkable for having a good and 
brave man, as well as a bad and eviUminded man among 
them. Fionn himself aa a matter of course, was the best man ; 
and Dealra Dnbh was the bad or evil-minded man, for he 
never spoke one word that did not savour of censure. Hence, 
whosoever met him while festing in the morning, would be 
certain of meeting with nothing but ill luck during that day. 
This strongly reminds us of the popular belief that there are 
certain evil<minded persons, whom it is unlucky for any one to 
meet in the morning while bating ; these persons are supposed 
to have the Balar, or evil eye, and it ia considered unlucky 
for a person, while festiog, to meet such. 
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The story of Boc reminds ub, in some measure, of that of 
tlie Cyclops of continental mytkologists, but still the analc^y 
between the two is not sufficiently close to varrant us in sup- 
posing that the former was composed in imitation of the latter. 
It is probably connected with some mystic rite now forgotten ; 
since Roc made the circuit of nearly the whole of Ireland iu 
his flightj and, like others of our celebrated nautical characters, 
made a Eiuperhuman leap at Beiim Eadair, now Howth. 

There were many superhuman personages among the Feniansi 
but how such beings were tolerated in their ranks, it is hard 
to conceive, if the stringent regulations respecting the quali- 
fications necessary to be possessed by recruits, were duly 
enforced. There was a man belonging to the IFeuian ranks 
who, though so deaf as to be unable to hear the londest souud, 
was, nevertheless, able to recite all the Eenian compositions 
that ever had been strung together in verse. This would not 
be extraordinary in the present day, but we are not told that 
Uiere were achods for the deaf and dumb then instituted, or 
that instruction was conveyed through the medium of books 
to candidates for Penian honors. The most curious of all the 
supernatural personages amongst the Fenians, wm a man who 
became a female every alternate year. The story of this strange 
being much resembles that of Tireaius, who had been seven 
years a female. 

" Deque viro fActOs (mirabile), femiua, septem 
Egerat Antumnos." 

Odd Met. Lib. III.— Fab. T. 

Fionn himself had a wife for seven years who was alive by 
day and dead by night ; the case of the Fenian queen re- 
sembles that of the princess Seba, daughter of the king of 
JEasroe, who, having been enchanted by her Fomoriati step- 
father, died and came to life again each alternnle year; and of 
Faithleann Mongshuileach, who, like the children of Lir, was 
invited to bathe by her step-mother, aud then enchanted : she 
was condemned to remain one year in the shape of a cat, 
3 
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another in that of a Bwan, and the third in that of an otter, 
and so on in rotation, bnt she had the privilege of assaming 
her natural shape one day in each year. This seems so cnrions 
that it is considered wortli while to give the following ex- 
tract: — 

" 4)o J*b fuix beAftTijAit lOSCAO plj u* 4>|teolA]i3ife bo 
l95e«o v* ce4b nji^ .1. IpA^tleAtpj 8t)oT)5f6|leAC, ocuf bo 
pas ri bo foirit lej } aiji e*r 6« M ^^5*l» cAtpAc aij t>1S 
x 6*f BeobnTOpe aitw AtJ e«f* fiij, ocnf bo cuip p* 
geAf A]b % ocnf Af|AC feo qa 36^ A)bb n^ -^ ^ ^1^ bl]A6«ii7 

f1}A CACf OCn|- blfAlJAfl} 1tH b-^AlA, OCnf bl]A6A)1> ^tJA bo- 

bAT«co]Q 9e|io»; ocnf b{ f^ U 6fcj|iiJce 5ACA bliAftAixi b^ob 
nij IDA cpnic T*1U-" 

The kiog of DreoliuDn's daughter coDC«ved a violent hatred 
■gainst Faithleinn MongBhuileach, daughter of the kiog*! former 
wife ; >he brought her to bathe in Eas Beobhoinne, a cataract con- 
tigaons to the king's palace, upon which ocoauon she enchanted 
her. The following wer« the bonds under which >he enchanted heTi 
namely, to remtun one year a cat, another a swan, and the third a 
TenomouB otter, bnt the assumed her own shape one day in each 
year. 

There were certain conditions to be obserred by this prin- 
cess and her friends to eostire her teleaae, and it appears 
rather singular that such enchantment should take place only 
upon the water, as in the case of the children of Lirj a cir- 
cumstance of itself snf&cient to warrant the supposition that 
these victims of stepmother'a cruelty were not bound by a spell 
to assume unnatural forms, but were dedicated to the service 
of Lir, the Irish Meptiine, end th»eby disqualified for the 
assumption of rank and fortune in the world. 

Cats were special objects of dread, if not of some kind of 
veneration, among the ancient Irish. We read of several 
persons both male and female, who had been metamorphosed 
into c^ ; our story-tellers used to spin oat long yarns coa- 
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cerning droidAeaeit, or drmdical cats, among these tales was 
conapietioinl; celebrated that of: — 

"Cac c.*el ci*Ti fjtjze fi*|i Ajp fUbji* feAij «i|»3irc." 
A Blender bUck ckt recliaiog on a chain of old ailvei. 

This was a droiMeacht or draidical cat endowed with human 
Acuities, and possessing singular privileges. Oat« are said to 
have been appointed to guard bidden treasores ; and there are 
few who have not heard aomo old person tell about a strai^e 
meeting of catsj and a violent battle fought by them in his 
neighbourhood. It was the opinion of the old people that an 
evil spirit in the shape of a cat^ assumed command over those 
animals in various districts, and that when those wicked beings 
pleased, they would compel all the cats belonging to their 
division to attack those of some other dbtrict. The same was 
said of rats ; and rat-expeilers, when commanding a colony of 
those troublesome and destructive animals to emigrate to some 
other place, used to address their " billet" to tlie infernal rat 
ntpposed to hold command over the rest. In a curious pam> 
phlet on the power of bardic compositions to charm and 
expel rate, lately published, Mr. Eugene Curry states that a 
degraded priest, who was descended irom an ancient family of 
hereditary bards, was enabled to expel a colony of rata by the 
force of satire I The opinion of Mr. Curry as to the supernatu- 
ral powers of Irish satire' is not to be rejected : and we have on 
record a most wonderful account of the effects of a satire com- 
posed by Seanchan chief OUamh of Erin, upon the £oyal Cat 
of Ireland that inhabited a cave neat Clonmecnoise. The story 
is thus recorded m an Introduction to the " Tain Bo Chuailg- 
ne" ; — Seanchan and his troop of subordinate Ollamhs having 
paid a visit to Quaire, king of Connacht, who was celebrated 
for great liberality ; the cross old man becoming displeased with 
the treatment he received at court, refused to taste the rations 

I PoTtbebiBtoiyof Satire in Ireland, See Ollalf's Tribie nf Irelatid, 
edited by John O'DonOTaa LL.D., Dutlin, 1851. 
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which had been dressed for his use. Afler having bsted some 
tvo or three days, his wife persaaded him to accept an egg 
vhich remained after she had finished her meal ; bat, by some 
neglect of the servant, the mice— we had then no rats in 
Ireland — devoured the e^. The old Ollamh was so exasper- 
ated that he vowed to satirize the mice, but upon reflection 
indemnified them, vowing to make the cats feel the venom of 
his satire, since they suffered the mice to live, and thereby to 
do him an injory. The Royal Cat was, therefore, condemned 
to suffer the effects of the bard's satire. This Boyal Gat 
having felt the effect of the satire in his cave, told his wife 
and daughter that Seanchan had satirized him, but that he 
would proceed immediately to Guaire's palace, cany the old 
man away, and wreak ample vengeance upon him, by tearing 
bb flesh in pieces. The Cat proceeded without delay to the 
court of the king of Connacht, and did not halt until he 
fonnd the Ollamh, and having cast him upon his shoulder 
without opposition from the guards, carried him off> The cat 
while carrying away the satirist on his shoulder was passing 
near Clonmacnoise, when St. Ciaran happening to be in a 
neighbouring forge, and seeing the Boyal Cat, snatched a red 
hot ploughshare from the fire, with which he killed the animal, 
and liberated the Ollamh,' 

' It appears that the chief Ollamh of Ireland, named Seancbao, after 
having sadrized the mice, and had the pleaeare of Eeeing ten of the 
tiny pilferers fall dead at his feet, tamed his venomous weapon against 
the c*t«, because they permitted the mice not only to live, but to enjoy 
such sway ; and more especially at^inet theii monarch, since he was 
fbnnd lemiss in compelling his feline subjects to discharge the onerous 
duties they owed the public. We may leave it to our readers to form 
an idea of the opinion which the Irish people then entertained of 
•uiiuale of the feline tribe, when we inform them, from the Introduction 
to the Tain Bo Cbnailgne, that these animals were then supposed to be 
governed by a monarch, who, although apparently one of their own 
q;>ecies, was, nevertheless, endowed with the use of human speech, and 
Other tacultieB not belonging to the brute creation. The Boyal Cat kept 
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There are some classes of spirits, aoch as the Puca, Bean- 
sighe, &c,, said to be vuluerable, if sjiot at with a piece of 
stiver ; and a gun loaded with a piece of silver can have effect 
upon 9och witches as transform themselves into harea, for the 
purpose of robbing dailies, according to popular belief. 

It is the general opinion of many old persons versed in native 
traditional lore, that, before the introduction of Christianity) 
ail animals possessed the faculties of human reason and speech; 
and old storj>tellers will gravely inform yon that every beast 
could speak before the arrival of St. Patrick, but that the 
Saint having expelled the demons from the land by the sound 
of his bell, all the animals, that, before that time, had pos- 
sessed the power of foretelling future evente, such as the 
Biack Steed of Binn-each-labhra, the Royal Cat at Clogh- 
magh-righ-cat (Clongh), and others, became mute; and many 
of there fled to Egypt, and other foreign countries. These 
were evidently oracles in the days of paganism which had 
been reduced to silence at the coming of the Saviour of man- 
kind, and fell into contempt on the introduction of the Chris- 
tian faith. The Clocha Oir (Saxa Solis], not the Qolden Stones 
of our mere matter-of-fact antiquarians, but pillar-stones dedi- 
cated to the sun, were famous oracles in pagan times. There 
were other pillar-stones, called GaUan, or Dalian, because they 
could not foresee future events ; these were afterwards called Fir 
Br^ige (fictitious men), and became objects of veneration, under 
the teaching of the Bocaghs, and their squaws, who profited 
considerably by the cheat. Though the oracles are generally 
said to have been silenced at the time when Christianity began 
to prevail, there is another reason assigned for the cessation of 

bit conrtin the care of Caoblia ', his name was Dorasan, son of Araaan ; 
IU« wife's name was Riachall, and that of the princeu royal, hi» dangh- 
t«r, Rinn-gear-fhiaclacli 1 It is most probable that these notions bad 
been derived from the eaat M a very early period. We caimot trace the 
origin of the cat cultua any farther at present. 
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the oracle of Clogh-tnagh-ngh-cat, or Ooagh. It wu atipD- 
lated by the being that gave responses from this stone that, if 
any one told an untruth, or gave a false description of any 
property which he was desirons of recovering, to the oracle, 
the Gonsequencea vould be fatal to him. Every person who 
coDsalted the stone was wont to be very correct in bis words 
on that acconnt. At length a Bmghach of Orgiall named 
CCathakin (Callan), having lost a mare which he supposed 
to have been in foal, had recourse to this oracle ; he described 
the animal as being in foal, and instantly had the following 
angry and insulting response: — 

'S * nt5|tl ^AC* f«U)cli; 
IcAt) f^of CUM) AO ■CpincA, 

4>0 lilt» CpwhAC 3*1) ffiATlAlcb." 

Tbon of the bare and toothleis gmsa, 
Tbon of the peeTiah drlzlj noK ; 
Purine down to Triucb, 
Tb; hooly mare whicb is without a foal. 

No sooner had the response been given than the oracular 
stone split in twain, with a tremendous crash, and a large cat 
walked out upon the mound, O'Cathalain, provoked by the 
bitter invective, and unable to restrain his irritable temper, 
attacked the cat and killed it ; but before the cat died he 
begged his murderer to grant one request ; and O'Cathalain, 
notwithstanding the provocation he had received, was too 
honorable to refuse. " Well then," said the oracular cat, 
"repeat this rann (stanza) to your own cats when yon go 
home": — 

")t}^X bo i\it.i)D ceAlAjch* 
Jf bo SbMobAjc ijA laAiCfie; 

5ujt lijAftb CVCACAlilU, 
Ri5 CbAC CbT»«4CUA." 
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Inform the Fire-raker, 

And Gleadiugh of the ub-pit; 

That O'Cathalain has killed. 

The Rojal Cat of Grnochaio. 
O'Cathalain, according to promise, repeated the stanza to his 
two cats when he returned home ; but he had no sooner finished 
the last sellable than the two animals sprung at his throat and 
gnawed it, so that they killed him before he could obtain 
assistance. It is said that this occurrence took place long 
after the introdaction of Christianity, for that the oracle had 
stipulated that it should continue to give respon!>es as long as 
those who consulted it should adhere to the truth in stating 
their grievances : but it is probable that the whole tradition 
refers to the more distant period when paganism prevailed over 
the island. 

This species of cat-lore was probably connected with the 
superstition of some oriental nations w]io held, and still hold, 
cats in veneration, and it is one of the many remaining traces 
of the oriental extraction of the aborigines of Ireland. 

The Cloch Oir oracles were the most celebrated of all among 
the ancient Irish, as appears from a Latin interlinear note 
found in a very old MS. copy of the curious piece called 
" Ochtar Gaedhal" (Adventures of Eight Irishmen), which 
states that Conchobh'ar Mac Nessa, afterwards king of Ulster, 
was counselled, when a young man, by the oracle of Clogher, 
then one of the most celebrated in that district, to go to the 
Isle of Man, and cause Cuilleann, or Ouillean, from whom 
Sliabh Guillin, and probably Cuailgne in the county of Louth; 
derived its name, to make a sait of armour for his nse. Tbia 
extract has been already printed iu the " Transactions of the 
Kilkenny and South-East of Ireland Archseological Society." 
Vol 2, p. 84. It is as follows ;— 

■■ Qvlliniu quidem lltruSmt fait, nam 'tT* (Lir) Ibeniicnm aut 
Phoenicum somen Neptuni, et idem quod mare ; ideo Gullinus 
fuit altwum nomon pro iltw deo marii, ucat Tiobal maris dea hit. 
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Nam ilia Concubaro Mac Neaia, poatea regi intonue, apparnit 
■ub ipecie mulieris pulcfaerrinue, cum in Hanntam Jium oraeiiH 
CTii nofun clocljuitt, i.e. Saxum Solii, quod ula ttmport eeieberrtmum 
/ait bu partibui, adebat ad Gullinum quendam, nti daret buadha 
drui^ca clfpeo et armia ejui, Qullinus imaginem CfAtX in clypenm 
fioxit, et buadha multa iDvincibiliaqne habuit, Mcundum anctores 
Teterea Ibemicot." 

Hence it ia evident that doeh-oir was not a golden stone, 
but tlie time of the tun ; for dft or u|i is a name of the sun, 
(vide O'Eeilly's Irish Dictionary, sub voce ujt,) and the oracle 
uf Clochoir iras the most famous then in existence, that is, in 
the time of Conchobhar Mac Nessa, who flourished in the first 
century of the Christian era. 

Of the Black Steed of our " Binn-eiich-Labhra," we find 
but meagre traces in manuscript, though the topographical 
terms having reference to the oracular steed are pretty numer- 
ous iu Ireland ; e. g. Dun Binn £ich (Danbin), which has 
given name to a parish sitoate two miles to the west of Dun- 
dalk, and is celebrated in folk-lore. There ia a manuscript 
piece, intituled " Mac na Mi-chomhairle" (Son of the evil 
advice], which, though apparently a modem composition, 
reflects some light on this pagan superstition. It is aaid to 
have been composed by Carroll O'Daly, commonly called 
" Cearbhall Buidhe na n-Abhran" (Swarthy Carroll of the 
Songs] on account of his turn for rhyming; though many ascribe 
it to Parson Brady, commonly known by the name of Philip 
Ministeir ; but it is certainly not written in the style of the 
latter. This beautiful and interesting fairy tale contains a 
good deal of the popular traditions, and is far older than any 
work on the same subject written in the English language. 
Treating of our faery mythology it states : 

" "Duij-bitjij-eic-iAbitA, ]t]f A jt&j&ceAp B|rri)eA6-tuT)4 
«i>0]i- ■\ c-co|cce UIa& ; &5m* if wjitje be*[ic«fi B|ui)-«ac- 
UbftA le||- tM nj-biQQ nij .i. a c-CTi&icjb ij* Saiiiita tw 
ci3eA6 eAc (-te«riiAiq fljoc4j6 n)6|i-HAcb&i"Ac Af *t) nj-biuD 



Digitized by Google 



41 

Am*t 30 l)«13e 4 1&T*) *3*r f"" lA&ti*6 bo Jut &Aei)6A pm* 
c&c, AjAj- too b6Att«6 TIT F'>l!iF6> KIt'*^^^ ^x* 3*^ ijeAC, 
&*& i>-]4f»F*6 f3&AlA Ai(i, F* 3*6 131& t>'* u-6ine6c*& So 30 
cioijo bljASijA tiA& Ai) r-SAti)A|i7 fji). 2l3Uf b'^iijFiobAi" 
PfioT)cA|6 A3ur cio&Iacca|& mdTtA Ajce Aljt) fllj, -1. «5 AtJ 
m-bipo; *3*r ^ 3*llM'"^r "J* pujble bo, 30 Ij-Ajnjrjfi 

PI)JtCC|VA|C A3Af 1JA IJAOTt) clfej^." 

/>tni-^nR.(acA.ZaiAt'ii, which is now called Birmeach-Luna, in 

the prorioce of Ulster; the reasoo the hill was called Bitm-eaeh' 
labhra (bill of the «pea1iing steed) was thia ; namelj, in the days of 
Samh^n (AU-hallowa) a plump, sleek, terrible steed wa« wont to 
emerge as far as his middle ftom the hill, and apeab in human Toice 
to each person ; he was ocoustomed to give intelligent and proper 
responses, to such as consulted him, concerning all that would 
hefal them until Samhain of the ensuing year. The people used to 
offer valuable gifts and presents to him at the hill, and the; adored 
him nntil the Ume of Patrick and the holj clergy. 

Whether this steed snpeistition gave rise to the popular 
belief that there were horses in the olden time that were gifted 
with human faculties, and furnished ideas in connection with 
the numerous prints of horse-shoes found impressed upon 
rocks and stones throughout Ireland, it is difScult to decide ; 
but that the horse was once an object of great religious venera- 
tion is pretty clear from the numerous stories told of enchanted 
horses in our lakes, and the frequent mention of Each Dubh 
(Black Steed) in the tales of our Seanchuidhes. The story of 
Con-edda, and his steed, or the Golden Apples of Loch Erne, 
is perhaps the prettiest found in anj language. (See Camiriati 
Journal No. 6.) 

The following extract from a manuscript Life of St. Eiaran 
of Saigher in Ossory, announced for publication by Mr. John 
O'Daly of Dublin, is very curious : — 

" "Bisax bo cioijf 3A|u C]A)t&p AidteAbAfi njAjt fijqteAbAC 
'fAij lotjAb r|u, 61P bo bj fe ajji c|fucjoU bo cojUcfb nid^iA 
A1J c«o f\v : *3ur &o cioijr3*|tJ *!?* ft-cuf i-caUa be«3A bo 
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6tAt>»m be ob«iri MAftdil, A5Ar «.m nv ^ ^oi>t5*io 

*0A1<7IT^ITt ''^V cACATft f* )>eoi$> tijAlUe le 5ft4kr«|b lM, 

Ap c*ij c*nje*& CiAjUnj All* e-rtr *TO ri''* •» f^lS *1T' 
rSftjt cft«itro, AjAr "'^IPSl^ o't> c*eb ©lU bo'octiAtm w>l»c 
aIUa fto-cniq^ ^S^F W^P ^ ^ODA^tc CjAiUi) bo i»}i x^^ 
*3*r b'Ton71»oiS AfilT nM>}( f«Anb^(iSAiWAi6e esAuufA bo 
Cl7]Afi4n, A]|i t)A b^ApAii) TO^i) o 4>]a; AjAr bo b'6 AQ 
coftc nt) c^'^ 6eirc|obAl A5Ar ceAb iqADAd bo &f a; 

C]Atl&l}'r«1T TOQAb TfO, A5Ar bo COAtb fA'lJ C-cAlU AJAf 

bo 6a*)iT t-Iaca A3Af cuije ib|t> a ^AclAjb tijAp caD^ijAnt 
cnnj Ai) c-tcaII*. \i] jiAjfe tpftjc bBjue a b-pocAiji CbjA- 
pfcjij) At) CA17 fju; 6m If A5U A AeQfe«)t o 9a &ei)-c|oblA)% 
c&]i;eA6 f6 601U UA bftfieAbAdA n1^ C*ij5AbAn jAp 
fID A)t^-Ti>1olcA 6|3CiAllbA cam Cia|(aii7 Af 5AC &|tb * 

^A&AbA^ bo't) f&fAC .1. S\Om^, A3*f BpOC, AJAf SIJaC- 

cjpe, «3Af 6)lic; AjAf bo &&bA)t ceAp^-jA bo CblAjtitj, 
A3Af b'liri}lAbA|i bi i:eA5Ar3 njAjt lijAOACAib, ASAf bo 
5'Jl''ir 3*^ T)l& A b6A7iA6 pjti. L* be b-CJi|g)c Ai) f j- 
oiji>AC bo h} AQ-iblAi7Ac, caaIsaCj TtiA^ljfeAC, £urq bftSj 
Cb|«1^1i7i *5Af bo jojb ]Ab, AjAf bo feAcAjij Att c&]n)- 
i^ov^l, A^Af bo caA]6 |to]n}e bA uAttjAd F&IU) aja^ bo 
fAIJCAJj ffe OA bpdjA b'l^Ab AtJi) tl"' ^11* '^* ^0)UreA& 
X}i} bo Cb)A|i&ij bo cu]}! njAijAC ejle bA ntu^tjc^p J. A17 

bflOC, A^fl CeAW AH C-f|Ot;iJA]cb bjl CAbAlftC 5Uf At) lOOAb 
C^AblJA, AJAf c4l|1}eA& AO bftOC 50 b-nA]Tb AtJ t-Y\Ot}1}A]C, 

A5Ar bo ftiATp AS ]ceA& 0* "J-bitSj 6 ; Ojp b'uA)6 |* a 

C-cluAfA ASAf A 1J-)aUa; AJAf bO CO]n)-G\^}6 A1J bjioc 6 

unj ceAcc lejr cutij ija tt;A|i)]]-c|i6AC, asaj* CAQSAbArt njit) 
rjacooDA 50 CiAttap, «5Af T)A bj>53A leo. 4)0 |iiii& Cja- 
[liij Tiir Aij c-noijijAc, * A bfi&cAiti ! cfteAb ojnj a u-be&ppA 
cii Ai) 5AbAi5eAcc ub o«c aji 6fe-niA)r«Ac bo tqaqac a 
beAijAtb; ojp ACA mrse t)e*ii)-tijAil)feAc Asajijij if aq 
3-coicciuije, «5Ar ApA bi4& njAji aij c-ceAbtjA ; ajai* bA 
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c-tn5M> t>o i)t,bn\^ ofte 50 ntd fe&^ftftbe Uac feo|l bo c«^- 
te^6, bo 66A17A6 "D^A 6u)c bo c7io|c««pq«|& qa c-cfi«tnj fo 
Ab cjnjcioU j ?' SjAf '''l*M' ^i) n"""*^ *"'* fl" *!!' 
CblAfi&p lo^A A ^ACAbj ^S'^T btieiceAfbvAr ^l^t^iS® *^ 
ccapsaI Aiji. SljAf bo Ti]i7oeA& aiqIa, ASAf tJ^op ^fe aij 

f|OIJl>AC bl*& 30 (►"fOAlII CeAb O CbjAfUkl), ASAf bo b^ r* 
fi|i-Aet)bA TIU AIOAC 1I)A|I CAC." 

Asd Ciaran cams to the ruolatioo of residing in that place aa an 
eremite) for it was entiralj iiuTODnded with dense wood* at that 
time: he commeDoed to construct temporary little cella, he next 
built a monssterj, and ailerwardB a cit^, by God's aid, which waa 
oommonlj called bj the people Saiger of Ciaran. When Ciaran 
came £rit there he sat under the shelter of a tree, and a vetj 
furious wild boar started up from the otiier side of the same tree, 
and when it saw Ciaran it fled 1 however, it returned and became 
tabmiBNTe to Ciarani being tamed bj Ood. That boar waa the 
first disdple and monk that Ciaran had in that place. It waa 
Bccnstomed to go to the wood and gnaw twigs and straw to asuut 
to construct the cell. There waa no person then with CHaran, for 
be left his disdples and came alone to that desert. Irrational 
animals came to Oiaran flrom all ports of the forest ; a fox, a 
badger, a wolf, and a fawn. These became snbmiasive to Ciaran, 
and hearkened to bis doctrine as monks ) thej obejed him in every 
respect. The self-willed, deceitful, malicions fox happened one 
daj to find Ciarau's brogues, and stole them ; he then abandoned 
the eommuuit;, and hastened to bis own cave, where hb passion* 
prompted him to eat the brogues. When the matter was made 
known to Ciaran, he dispatched the badger> another of his monks, 
to bring the fbx back to his place. The badger went to the fox's 
cave, and found him devonring the brogues ; for he had alrsad j 
gnawed the striDgs and latchets. The badger persuaded the fox to 
return to the monaiterj : thej both came in the evening, and fetched 
the brogues to Ciaran. Ciaran Mud to the fox. ' Brother I wh; 
hast thou committed that thefl:, an act which nowise becomes a 
monk? we have wholesome water and food in the oommnnitj, and if 
ibj nature prompted thee to prefer meat, Ood wonld change the bark 
of yonder trees into flesh for thj use.' The fox then besought 
Ciaran to forgire him his sins and impose a penance upon himi 
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which wu aijcordinglj done. The fox did not tute food until fae 
obtuned permission from Oianui, and he continaed upright from 
that time forward. 

Tliis stor^ may perhaps be thoa expluned : — 
The ancient Irish had a system of phrenology of their own 
which is not even now totally foi^otten. The operation was 
performed as follows. The operator, when wishing to leam 
the natural propensities of his snbject, placed one hand on the 
lower part of his forehead, aa if intending to screen the eyea , 
from" the glare of the sun, and the other hand in a similar por- 
tion under the chin ; he then looked into that portion of the 
face which remained between both hands, and attributed the 
character of whatever animal it most resembled to the indivi- 
dual under examination. We have seen tlie operation fre- 
quently performed, and known men to have been nicknamed 
accordingly: as Slounach O'Murcbaidh (Fox Murphy), Broc 
CyCoiigin (Badger Cox, or Cocks), &c. The Almighty could, 
no doubt, as in the case of St. Luke and other eminent saints, 
have made the most ferocious animals subservient to the use and 
convenience of his servants, bat most probably St. Ciaran's 
monks had nothing more, in common with foxes or badgers, 
than the resemblance to those animals which some phrenologist 
of the old school discovered in their faces. There had been 
something akin to Anubis worship prevalent in pagan times : 
this might have led to the hahit of naming those who had been 
addicted to this form of belief, after the name of the animal 
they worshipped. Much blame is attached to Giraldus Cam- 
brensis for giving the story of a priest and a wolf. Aa the 
work of Giraldas is not at hand, the following extract from 
the pen of Father Stephen White, of Clonmel, may suffice : — 
"fiefereus ridendam msgia qudm credeodam fabulam (quam 
ontnimodis conoris suadere sjncertun esse hiBtoriam) de pio illo 
catbolico homine, qui mente humansi sensu christiano, et religione 
siacertlt etiam et dono prophetiae Bsrvatis illfesis, toto reliquo 
humano corpore, subitd iu Inpinum traoBformato, non nisi phan* 



Digitized by Google 



45 

tastice tamen. sen Becnndom exteriorem Bpeciem, ut tu tandera 
sis, sflcerdotem in silvU obvium et sedentem Gub frondosa arbore 
ad ignem salutsrit, ore lupino, humana voce, aiena I ' Securi estote, 
et noli timers ; non enim trepidandum vobis est, ubi non est 
timor/ etc. : qui idem verus homo in lupum phontasticum matatns, 
sacerdotem souit, et persnasit, ut ad non procul inde in eadem 
silva latitautem accederet ptumtaaticam Inpam, ted veram phan- 
tasti<n lupi nxorem, feminamque cathnlicam piam, in extremis 
poaitam, et petentom christiannm viaticum, sire sacram eucha- 
ristiam, qnam Bciebat eacerdotem e collo in piscide nerTatam 
gestare. Quo trepidante et renuente 'Sanctum dare canibns,' 
nedum Inpis, aut lupabus, ut dicitur, ecce coram sacerdot« lupus 
quasi pede pro manu fungens, pellem totam a capita lupra retrahens 
nsque ad umbilicum repiicat, et confeetim expresaa forma non 
lupae. Bed mulieris vetulte et nude cujusdam apparet ; quam cilm 
iiacerdos obnii^ postnlantera, et devote euoharistiam gascipientemi 
Sacramento pasceret, rnrsum accedens Inpos pellem tantiaper re- 
tractam, priori lupw formn coaptavit, et vera mulier denud in 
lupam phanlaaticam conversa fuit. Qua gratiae ^ente, pro collato 
sjnaii, rediit sacerdas ad snum ignam, comitatua Inpo, qui tot& 
reliqua nocte cum prEejbitero ad ignem aasidcns, et ore lupino de 
robus ccelestibus et fiituris in mundo eveutibus human a voce, 
magno cam pietatis eensu, colioqueos, tandem actis Ueo et sacordoti 
gratiia, vsiediiit." (Apologia pro BUeraiS, pp. 74, 75- Dt^lia: Join 
O'Dah), 1847.) 

Giraldus Cambrensis was a catholic priest, and accompanied 
King John to Ireland, A.D. 1214, as his tntor; he heard T/ R'S 
this and other stniDge stories from the people, and recorded fl/r^ 
them in his vork on Ireland. The story may be trne in a 
figurative sense ; and may mean that an unfortunate man who 
had been addicted to the Anubis form of worship, unqnes- 
tionably prevalent in Ireland in the latter ages of pagan sway, 
believed in the truths of Christianity, but was afraid to declare 
his conviction openly. He found a priest to whom he com- 
municated his wish of becoming a convert, and the good 
missionary, though afraid of being betrayed, discharged his 
duties. Hence, the story of the man and his wife having 
been concealed in the skins of wolves. 
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The Teird-volf was mpposed by the Genn&nB to have been 
a wizard who metamorphosed himself into a wolf, and did 
much injurj to the haman race, accordiDg to the following 
extract:— 

"Wen.wnlf (Sax) or vtrt-wo^ (mrw in tba old 8u, wu 
MmetimM iu«d for iimn> thU nanM ramuu (tiU known in the Teu- 
toniok, and is m much as Man-wolf i which ia a certun Soreerar, 
who having mnointed hia bodj with an ointment made by instinct 
of the Dovil, and putting on a certun inchantad Girdlei does not 
ODclj to the Tiew of others, seem as a Wolf, bnt to bis own thinico 
ing, hath both the shape and natore of a Wolf, so long as he 
wears the said Girdle, aod aooordinglj worries and kills humans 
creatnres. Of these sundry hare been taken in Ocnwuqr and the 
Netherlands. One Ptttr Stvmp, for being a W«r».vo^, snd 
haTiog killed thirteen children, two women, and one man, was at 
Bedhtr aot &r from CUIm, in the year 1580, put to a Tsry terrible 
death. Verd." (Blount's QtouogTc^kia, Toca WenJum^, p. 700. 
•d. 18700 

Similar to the story of the German Were-wul/, is that re- 
corded in the Irith Nenniui, edited by the Ber. Dr. Todd, 
8.F.,T.C.D.. (pp. 204-205) for the Irish Archteological 
Society, respecting the Wolf-people of Ossoiy in the county 
of KillceDny : — 

"Sil lu r^Maj) 1 t)-0nt*i3ib AC*. %\to\ wSo*b acu, 
belb«)c jAC [ coi^fieccAib, Acuf 8|a Tt)«)tbcAtt ■\«x «cur t:eo|l 
jtJA iijbeUib, 11* Aii;U|b bib u* cufii^ at * s|A5*1CJ a^T 
AlCTlTc t>[A tnuii^ceitAjb i)Ait jrosldAiixeii ita cuiitp, A|it bfA 
i)3lu«]fce)i tJI cjcpAbpin) cue* i-enjpeiv." 

*■ The descendants of the wolf are in Osaorj. They hareawonder- 
flil property. They transform themselves into wolvea and go forth 
in the form of wolves, and if they happen to be killed with flesh in 
their months, it is in the same condition that the bodies out of which 
they hare come are fbund ; and they command their &railies not to 
remove th«r bodies, because if tiiey were moved they never could 
come into them agun." 

If the circomstances already detailed Bavour of the religiom 
rites of by-gone days, the entertainment givaa to Fionu and 
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some of his people at the home of Caands, affords a good and 
instructive moraie tsonvejei in an entertaining story. The 
Dord jfian, which was a celehrated masical instninient of the 
Fenians, is aaid to have heen invented hj the three sons of 
Cearmad, Bon of Daghdae, who was a Tnatha De Danan deity. 
Fatha Conan was the next who improved it, when nine men 
were required to play upon it, and it was finally brought to 
perfection by IFionu himself, who employed fifty men to tune 
it. Ereqnent alloBions to this instrumejit are found in Fenian 
poems. In the poem of " Cnoc an Air" (Hill of Slaughter), 
when the appearances in the sky forboded disaster, Fiona 
sounded the Dord Fiaa to call his forces together : — 
"<Do feitjb ■piopi) AV 4)8itb phl^-Qlb 

5*6 1MA(1 to* luAlCe UACC, 

6|6ip fU)i, ir cpiAc, tr cfciij." 

Fiona sounded the Dord FUn, 

And the? 0^^ FemaiiH) responded with their sfaoats ; 

Everj man cune with utmost speed. 

The prince, the chief, and the private. 

In another Lay Oisin regreb the want of the music of the 
Dord Fian : — 

")r cii)H|"e*c cl44 bltij bo 50&C, 
9I3 riU»*ioe Ajt u* cjifcAo-fjii; 
5*>) feifbeAcc le jue 5&dA|(, 
'S le "Dftpb T-uAiTTtjATt u* fb^DUe." 
'Tit wearj and weak I do be alwsjs. 
While thinking on the valiant men ; 
Without hearing the cries of bonnds, 
And the aleep-inriting Dord of the Feniani. 
The Dord, or Dordan, according to the Lay called " The 
Vision of Oisin," had the power of awakening from sleep as 
well as that of causing it : — 
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flu <D5iib*D biijtJj fiuAlij Tieii)' ^at-" 
The Dordau of the FeaiaDs at Mogb-mian, 
Affected me, aweet the delusion, 
• Twas it that awoke ma from mj elumber, 
That sweet-soundbf Dordan interfered with di; prescience.'' 
The Dord from the above extracts appear to have been used 
as a bugle or musical instrument to suramon the I'enians to 
nssemble, as well as one to amnse them at the festive board. 
There may have been several instruments of different COD- 
Btmctiona named Dord and Dordan, but probably the Dord, 
or DordaUj most celebrated for the sweetness of its tone, was 
a musical instrument used upon solemn and religions occa- 
sions. It ia not unreasonable to suppose thiB, since it was 
first made by the Tuatha De Danans, who are said to have 
been connected with Dagdae, and since we read in the Tain 
Bo Chuailgue (Cattle Spoil of Cooley), that the deity bull, 
Donn Cuailgne, was wont to he attended hy fifty young men 
who Bounded the Dord for his amusement every day. This is 
also confirmed by popular tradition which represents tins in- 
strument as a druidical one. 

There were other instruments of music used by the old 
Irish, the most esteemed of which were the Guislean Ciail, or 
bag-pipes, Tiompan, or timbrel, and Omit, or harp. The 
Cuislean Cioil are mentioned in several old manuscripts, and 
in one of the Lays of Oisin thus : — 

" 21ij t^ 3a6«p *'^*3 ^1 A*^ Tioijp, 
2t(j CAD ISlccpe jAcc pA itAjc ; 
Blttbe lAtc DA cuij-le c]U]l, 
'S * ij-a5*)& o'v c-Siu)fi An»*cb-" 
The twelve honndB belonging to Fionn, 
When onleuhed in the chase, 
(Their cries) were sweeter than Cnisle Ciuil, 
While started from the Snir onwards." 
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The Cuislean Ciuil have been translated bag-pipes, it is 
nevertheless doubtful whether the bag and bellows were then 
used as at present ; moat likely the instrument bore a greater 
resemblance fo the Highland than to the Irish pipes. 

The Tiompan was a musical instrument of very ancient date, 
probably it had been early introduced from the east ; there is 
a very good description of it givea in one of the Lays of 
Cailte, son of itonan, as follows : — 

" Ciotijp&ij no f^lf^ir T* cftiuiTi, 
Uac 4. THAti) T*" f^ItJ*' 2t)*c Cuttjl)*iU; 
R|r A c-co|beolbAj7" Jac nAiti, 
Slu*3 At) bonjA^n 3A1J bioMjbuAjS ! 
T^lortjpivTj bo bj A3 JJA njijSi]b, 
5oi)A Ujc Ttjijij Aipsicc biiiu; 
^OTJA bejljoib b'dp bm&e, 
5oi>A cfeAbA|b trjotjo-bnuiijue." 
The timbrel npon which the three placed. 
It wa« upon it Mac Cnnihaill alwaja played ; 
By its (sound) they would ever drop into a sleep. 
The hoats of the world, without irkaomeness. 
The timbrel which the women had, 
Ita rim was made of white silver ; 
The pina of yellow gold, 
Aud the atringa of bright brasa. 
The story of the relationship of Bran and Sceoluing to 
Fionn Mac Cumhaill undoubtedly savours of Anubia worship, 
and confirms uain the opinion already expressed that Fionn was 
a name given to great men as Pharaoh had been to the kings 
of Egypt. Therewere many men named Fionn, as we lea ru from 
a poetu oil the family of Eionn composed by Mac RoTian : — 
"}^|oui)j "FIaiji), If tJeimije a'lj "DiioiiD, 
■Cft] h-APTOOtjtjA lijic CiitbAiU; 
"FlooD ir CiieAijrt}6ti o'lj cttAjs co)|t, 
Bob' lAb ADiiJOOOA At) c6Ab "Fbiw" 



Digitized by GOOJ^Ie 



I>0 

Fionn, Flann, and Deimhne froTn tbe lUdgc, 
Were tlie tbree nunes of the ton of OBmhall ; 
Piono and Treanuor from th« eutern sborei 
Were the namei the Sret Fionn bore. 
Th»e were other persons named Fionn in the Fenian ranka; 
one was son of Breasal, according to a poem attributed to 
Gamdh Glundabh of the tribe of Moime : — 
" tte bj 5»*it*« 510IU fhym, 
aSinjeiiwAifincciU; 

3o b-cajtl*)> b6|b ](9|isAf AQ." 
Quure, the servant of Fiona, 
Was plajing at chess ; 
With Fionn the fair, son of Breae&l, 
tTntil a dispute arose between them. 

The circumstaDce of there being many persons named Fionn, 
as previously noticed, and the all^d affinity of Fionn 
Mac Cumhaill to hia ^kvourite hounds, would natnrally lead 
to the supposition that the name Fionn was an honorary title, 
or some epithet bestowed to distinguish him as an Annbis 
worshipper. We read in the Tain Bo Chnailgne that the 
renowned Cuallan or Guallin had a remarkable watch-dog, 
which Cuchullainn slew, who on that account, was con- 
demned to serve in the capacity of the defunct animal until 
be could procure a substitute. Hence he was called Cu 
Chuallain (the hound or dog of Cuallan), which can mean 
nothing more or less than that the young hero conformed to 
the worship of the dog deity. 

The metamorphosis of Fionn into a withered old man, by 
virtue of the waters of Ihe lake of Sliabh Gullin, is a cnrious 
piece of druidical history. The incidents are beautifully de- 
tmled in the poem of thechace which has been translated by 
Miss Brooke, and lately by the Bev. Dr. Drummond. Milu- 
cradh was daughter of Cuallan, after whom the mountain has 
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been named, and a iruid«S8. Sbe ia genonllf inOTrn m tlie 
neigbbouring districts by ihe mime cl Cailleach Biorar (Hag 
of the Water). Sheip said to be stdil in existence, and her 
bouse is pointed oat nndor the Coira on the mountain, from 
the door of which ia always seen a beaten path to the edge of 
the lake. The old druideas ia much feared by the surrounding 
peasantry ; and several attempts have been made to drain her 
b)k<7, bnt, according to popnlar tradition, she always interfered 
when the works were nearly completed, and, by some spell or 
other, prevented their completion. It is singular, too, that 
the people beUeve that the water of this lake still changes the 
hair, as in the days of Fionn Mac Gumhaill, into a silvery 
hue, many instances of which are recorded by the neighbour- 
ing peasantry. It may possess some natural properties like 
those of Loch Neagh, which would account for this. Lakes 
and estuaries were con»dered by the ancient Irish, to be in- 
habited by serpents and other monstrous animals, all of which 
were droidkeacht or droidical ; the same opinion still prevails 
among the people in many districts. It was the part of a 
truly brave hero to attack and kill these destructive creatures. 
In the MS. account of the battie -of Otoatarf, we are informed 
that Murchadh, the h^oic soa of Brian Boroimhe, destroyed 
all the serpents and monsters be foand tlironglKNit the king- 
dom ; and surely Fionn Mac CnmhaSl could not have been 
less heroic in this respect. 

The following extract, detailing the number of serpents and 
monsters slain by Fionn Mac CumhaiU is from the Lay of the 
Chace of aiabh Truim, in Mr. (yDal/s collection of Irish 
Manuscripts, and is gives to the reader accompanied with a 
literal translation as being a curiosity. 

" ^A|t bo CAC4n)A]7t AX) c-rejlj, 
Na cac« u& f a SeAnj fijuAJ ; 

O fllAb ■CflUJItJ 50 U)CA CUAQ. 
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M^op focAft &u]iji) A be|c *t)ij ; 
Ojuf f&Ac<xit)Q bujiji) 'd&p c-ce*cc, 

■pA (i)6 V& CtJOC A CCAIJIJ ! 

2t cuAftAfsbajl ite tt)oU.6, 
3<* M)-beA& PA jloiijup 5A9 Ouij; 
■Do co)llpe je'ji rijSii a ^|tAoc, 
C^Ab Laoc a Ia5 a 6& f uL 

7*a tij8 IJAC 5AC CIlAlJtJ A 5-CO|ll, 
21 fJAclA bo CAjU 3AC JJtajlJJ 

"pi iu6 'pi coHjIaS cAcpAij, 
CluAfA At) AcftAjc 'uSvp ij-ba|l. 

S]a6 t)A OCCA)t 349 BAl-bi, 

21 cAfibAll reAfiijAc pe b^''^"' J 
Bub ri<^|n)|xe ai) cu]b bt. CAO|le, 
N&*bAi]t b)liopi} bft Aij co|ll. 

2Q«f( bo COpAtlC UAC At) flllA3, 

<D'eAfi ij- bA rrjo|\ a pfiAOC ; 
BlA& AH ttjAC 2t)6jpi)a'3Aij 01)1), 

'Na cSttjpAC coo ASAJ" IaoC. 

l-|ooij- Nf be p]A|^A|b &]pjotji) za, 
21 cptt 1JAC rt)A]c c&]l ijii com ; 
Ca h-^]^ Af A b-caD3Aii- bo'i) 3leAtiT)? 
21 bubAi|tc pjoijij feA)i6A FjaU. 

P]4fc. Cajijic njir« * W|r """J "J-Sli^lS. 
2ltu' ti^im 30 it&)t>|c 1,0c CuAi) j 

•iD'lAltpAlfi COlijHAC A)p Al) b-7^6jt)i7, 
'S bo 3AbAll Cpfe IJA 1"luA5. 
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T^ujceAbAit fluAijce Ift nj' ^le6; 
UAjb njmjA b-f*S*6 ttfo 6jol, 
H] ^ui3fe*t> &6b«ti nl be6- 

T^u5A)b 6An) contjiAC co la*t, 
21 rbSji flu*3 'c4 A5 7^|ot)p ; 
5o b-peACAti) ojiuib A ijoir, 
2^ ijeAfic cA(i 6|r CCACC CAft coqo> 

56 ttjap bo juil ir bo 5I14II7 ; 
Sc^aIa bo ACAp ir bo A]t)|in, 
Sul CA|ceAti} Ap t)-A]j»nj Ab 6&|l. 

p. acpAC qijijce AC* 'fAij 3bl»fil5. 
)iji>e6r*& 5A1) bp6i5 Ajijti) 5u&c; 
Cponj ijA CAipse ^* lj-4ftb bUc, 
21)1 pAitt^e coi|t A5 cloc AC&. 

peiix ir iijAit 501I Vat oic stjAoi, 

T-A b 1 no A beArj 3AIJ locc ; 

Jr CCAflC CACAIH C-fOIJl W&ft bjiif, 

Jr pwjAb n)ir« 1^0 n*\i lijAC. 

■D'^ajbAr cujur^ aji sac cfp, 

apb IJA c-Cac 30 fjoji ro'Ajunjj 
21 "Fbiui). If tD«|c cij-s If bu*&, 

2I5 r|i) Aij r36*l b'FiAtrpAir bionj, 
21 T^bltJD, ir nj*ic C0I3 jf 5IAIC ; 
CAbAjn Sato ioti3Ail 50 bjAt), 
5l IjoijtijAft bo T'blA'JTJ ir ^ ijeApc ? 
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4)4 cof5 bo ci>a$&a;i 9* Tiii*5» 

^«|i}]c Ai) piAfc fwfi Aft c-ca£«|6, 
Jr n)8it b'ap iiT«CA]& bo tujc Iftj ; 

NlOft tlW.lA]l)5 fjljlj COpJAItJ Ifej. 

2lp AD pejrc 30 tu|liue, bopb ; 
t)© cfioiieAti) luw 117611 ceA^A, 
CiDute, C0I5, Agnf rl6A5A. 

t)o b&tQATi OAjce va]^x^*it, tjiro, 

MjofI CU)mreAC &U|Dt} A fpAflAIDQ ; 

4)0 floiseA&j (5)6 Aji Iflfi 6*6131013), 
l^ec e^bift £|&e ^f A^tii) I 

•Do flo)5 r1 T^iofltj li>* rijeoSAij, 
Lei3 n*" Fl*T)i7A feiTieAT)U 54iTt ; 
BbiimATt c|ife]Tq)-« 3*0 cfttiAiTi, 

'S AIJ pIAfC A5 TAbAlTtC Afl tJ-ftHl I 

■DoitAf A)]t 3AC cAeb b'& coftp, 
■Do pioue 'FiODt) tjAp b'olc lufejij ; 
3«f» l6|3 ATijAc 3AI) puiTteAc, 
5ac ijCAi A floiseAlj ba'v Thb}m< 

p'joijij ^aI o'b c-c&rijitAC bo T>)Pi>i 
•D'^SjJl Atjt) A]|t AtJ c-flwAS; 
5uit puAf3Ail le cftftAi) A lijtbe, 
SjiJD le y>*|ti) A sAjc 50 TQ-buAd. 
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2t)6ii «D cpftjije bul ba. c-cofj ; 
•Do cotijUntij, 5«'[t cttuA|6 «i) cfeiti), 

aji cuic be pi*rc*tb ne 'pioiji). 
Nl cniftTioi* A ru|tij 50 bjiic ; 
21 i)-be«iti>*6 b'&5«]6 Y b'6*6e, 
21 ij-&lfieAti> ooc AT* ^^^^ *^^- 

4)0 lijATlb pJAtc iocA CttilipiT, 
■Cbuic T>« ^« CiiiijAjll 50 V^]t i 
)r lUpiAfc BljiDOe b-&AbAip, 

21 COr3 IJIOt' ^6AbA6 4 C-CAC. 

PjAfc ojle tocA Cuil|ui), 
rbttic pe 20ac CuttjAilV Ai> Sip ; 

•Do tijAttb pJAfC LoCA lifiAfiiAA, 
Jf ACpAC SbMlJOe Al) Stt>5)l. 

rbujc piAfc &iptj6, 56V Sop""' i^ir. 

Jr pjAfc bopb LocA BiACAc; 
•Do lijApb je'p cp§Aij cpoi&e, 

PlAfX ASAf CaC ad ^i-cl|AC. 

•Do rijApb r& 'pUAC LocA tftp), 
3t)5p Aij rfelStn bul b'i cloi&e ; 
<Do lijApb r6 F**** * o-'DpoTO CUjb, 

fuAt AJAf Pl*IX toCA KlS- 

-tJo lijApb y^ovn b& it)3n cpo]&e, 
T=uAC 'ShhvvG KtS t)A p6bi 
5ac plAfc U oeAftc A lAijt) iblPTJ ; 
?l ij-5leAi)i)CAib feipioijo sup bic. 
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fuAc *:^ur PiAfc .^bipwft i)-^|ittj*, 

5«C p|ArC pai |tACA& A CpiAll. 

PjATc All Sioijuinij v^ fo^Air* 
t>o cofs ri T°V«-r t>A b-pcAti ; 
•Do clo|& T>o C4.JC6 Aij 6ori)«it), 

P|«fC 1-OCA HaIIJAH 1)A C-CltCAp 

'Do mApb, irik trjoft * coIa8, 

puAc SbL&ibe SoilU-iutj 56'ri bopb ; 

jr 6a. peirc 3bljmjc b-JijieAS, 

•Do cujceAbAjt rm T*^ * C0I5. 

■Do ibAiib pjAfc tocA S^eilse, 
l.6|i A citfefije bo Uiii) )^blt)t); 

Jr jllplArc LOCA CA|tttA, 

Jr pftf SlcjiAC VocA Cpuinj. 

•t)© b] pi*rc Aft 1,0c S^eAfCA, 
2Q5ti A cp&ic fon fCAjiAjb ■p&il ; 
?t)bAnb i |te A C0I3 buA&Acb. 
oe'p bojib Ai> c-ua1ac bo cac. 

2l[t "Loc l^kogAiite 50 c|uce, 

PlAfc bo jtji tejije bo b] ; 
"DVimfieoiij A b-fUATti be piU, 
^0 6^cceADD tie a Apw) V 

T^uAc -tiiiobAoir, let* A cTieiue, 

a3Ar 2liiT)ib fU|ba ad Cbla.]? ; 
•t)o rtjApb T^iODU le 2^AC aij toiij, 
5e> bopb A D-301I ir A i)-5le6. 
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)^HAC l,OC4 l,Up3A]IJ, 56 6IAIJ, 

5*C Afl cujp b'4(» *ll> fli»A5*lB- 

4>o ia]z piAfc Aj» BljAijtjA bjijp, 
te la.lrij pbitjo tjA c-coHjIaiji) c-cti.uA6 ; 
•bob' )oin6A &fi i)-&ir; o t)* c-cpeAf, 
^uyt clo]6e ]Ab ^le T^ioijij Ffe]ij." 

TRANSLATION. 
When we bod disposed of the produce of the choce. 
We, the battalions of the ruddy counteQances, 
The Fenians of Fionn, marched onward 
From Sliabh Truimi to Loch Cuau.i 

We found a Fiasti in the lake ;— 
Little we profited b; being there ; — 
We cast a glance as we approached. 
And saw ita head was larger than a hill ! 

It resembled a great mound. 

Its jaws were yawning wide ; 

There might lie concealed, though great its fury, 

A bundrwd champions in its eye-pits. 

Longer than any tree in the forest, 

Were its moat formidable tusks ; 

Wider than the gates of a city. 

Were the ears of the serpent that approached us. 

Taller in height than eight men. 
Was its tail which was erect above its hack ; 
Thicker was the most slender part of its tail. 
Than the forest oak which waa sunk by the flood ) 

1 SHebh TVnim, a moantaiD in Ulster which now bears the absurd 
name " Bess* Bell." 

■ Lock Clan, the Lough of Strangford in the Count; of Down. 

' The word Piast, signifles a serpent, snake, or monster. It has been 
thought best however, in the present instance, to leave it untranslated. 



Digitized by GOOJ^Ie 



53 

When it atM before it the host*. 

It prepured itMlf— snd great wu its f«(7 ; 

The lot fell npon M»c Moime, without luiBt&ke, 

To eDgage in the combat with his heroei and hoondi. 

Fiomt. Thou art not one of the Fiast« of Eirsf 

Thon despicable thing' vithont shape or ferm ; 
Whence hast thoa oome to the glen 7 
Aeked Fionn the liberal and brare. 

Piast. I bare just come hither fl-om Greece 

Id mj coarse, till I reached Loch CuaD, 
To demand battle from the Feniaas, 
And to annihilate their hosta. 

I have subdued everj land. 

Hosts have fallen bj mj proTeaa ; 

Unless from jou I do obtain my vish Qa coafiiet), 

I will not leave a remnant of ;oQ alive. 

Give me battle speedily. 

Yon great hosts who are with Fionn ; 

Till I tr; upon jou now 

M; strei^th after crossing the ware. 

F. By thy love for hospitality relate to us, 

Though great thy feats and thy hiileousnesi j 
The history of thy father and moth^. 
Before we cast our weapons agunst thee. 

P. An everliving monster that is in Greece, — 
I shall tell yon without deceit his usual name ; 
Crom of the Bock,' of great fame. 
Who dwells at a rock on the eastern sea. 

A Piast of great valour but of hideous aspect. 
Is his wife without fault ; 

Few are the ciUes in the east she did not break— 
And I was bom to him as sod. 

■ Ctom of the Bock. Quere, can the name have an^ xetennce t 
Crom, the reputed Irish deity ? 
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I SDt^led woe upon everf coaatrj, 
Ard-tM-g-Catk it trulj m; name ; 

FioDn, whose repute a-ai prowess is great, 

1 care not for thy boats or their Brms. 

There is the storj thou diilst demand from me, 
Fionn, renowned for sword and arms; 
Come, imswer me in conflict speedilj. 
Though Dumerons thj hoeta and thy strength. 

Fionn commanded, thongh hard the emergency. 

The Fenians to meet turn in conflict ; 

To repulse him the boats advanced. 

And thej met from bim a great captiritj. 

The Fiast attacked onr battalions. 

And many of our chieftains by it fell j 

Great was onr loss in the conflict. 

We could not with it contend. 

Let the memory of the chaea remain on record, 

Said the Fiast vigorons and stout ; 

We cast upon it great showers 

Of fire, of darts, and of spears. 

By it we were left weak and sick. 

We guned no Sclat in the contention ; 

It swallowed (though the exertion was great) 

Heroes in nuul and arms ! 

It swallowed Fionni into its bowels. 

The Fenians of Eire raised a shout; 

We were for a whUe without help. 

And the Fiast making havoc among lu. 

An opening on each side of its body 

Was made by Fionn, wboae mind was not ill ; 

By which he let out without delay 

Every one of the Fenians it had swallowed. 

' Like Jonas, Fionn had been swallowed by the monstrous serpent, 
but took a mora snmmarf method of procuring his relciue by cutting 
a passage throngfa its ^des. This may probably have reference to Itw 
pagan tradition of the history of Jonaa. 



Digitized by Google 



Fionn the liberal, from the fight he made. 
Saved the hosts «t that time ; 
He liberated ua b; the might of his hand, 
(And) bj the powers of bis victorious dart. 

The Fenians all engaged in the fight. 
It required great bravery to conquer it; 
Thej fought, though hard the contest. 
Until the vital spark its bod; left. 

Of all the Piasts that fell bj Fionn, 

The number never can be told ; 

The exploita and achievements he performed. 

There is no person who can recount. 

He killed the Piast of Loch Ouilliaii, 

It fell b; Mac Cumhaill with success ; 

And the great Piast of Binn-eadaJr, 

That was never overcome in battle. 



The other Piast of Loch Cuillinn, 

Fell b; Mac Cumhaill of the gold ; 

. He slew the Piast of Loch Neagh, 

And the monster of Olen-an-smoil. 

The Piast of Loch Erne, though ablue one, fell by bis band. 

And the furious Piast of Loch Biatbach;' 

He slew — though brave their hearts — 

A Piast and Cat at Ath-cliath.' 

He slew the spectre' of Loch Lein,< 

Great was the prowess to undertake the attack ; 

> Loch Riathach — Loch Bea in the county of Galway on the banks 
of which is situated a town of the same name. It is rather curions that 
tlie piast or serpent is still supposed by the neighbouring peasantry 
to infest that lake. Mr. Thomas Fox, a native of that place, would 
swear that he saw the monster more than once. 

• Ath-Cliath—(Joid. of the Hurdles), the Irish name for Dublin. 

* Spectre, is the most appropriate term we can find in English for 
Fuaih, though it may not quite adequately convey the meaning; of the 
woid. Fuatk appears to have been a sort of demon incarnate such as 
puca. bugbear &c., that consequently was vulnerable, 

' Loch Lein—t\ie Irish name for the Lakes of EiUainey. 
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He slew the spectre of Dmmcliabh,' 
The spectre and Ftut of Loch Bee.< 

Fiona of the noble beart slew, 

The Bpeotre of Olen Righe' of the highwaja ; 

Aod everj Piast bj the valor of his been blade. 

In the glens of Eire he annihilated. 

The spectre and Piast of Qlen-h-Arroa (Olenarm), 

Thoi^h powerful, Fionn slew ; 

Fiona expelled from tha Baths, 

Everj Piast he went to meet. 

And a Piast on the Shannon, a caase of joj, 

Thftt disturbed the happiness of men ; 

He slew bj frequenting the deep (lake). 

The Piast of Loch Bamar of the conflicts. 

He killed — great the destruction — 

The monster of Sliabh GiiilUn,* though fierce ; 

And the two Piasts of Olen Innj,* 

Also fell b; bis sword. 

There was a Piast in Tjoch Meilge,' 

A match in braver; for the band of Fionn ; 

And the huge Piast of Loch Carra,' 

Together with the monster of Loch Trnim. 

' Drmncliabk, Dmmcliff— the name of a district in the barony of 
Carbur;, count; of Sligo. tide note, Book of Rigktt, p. 130. 

* Loch Ree, or Loch Ribh, a fine lake fanned b/ the river Shannon 
between Athlone and Lanesborough. 

■ Glen-righe is the name of the valley of the Nenry. 

* SHabk Gullin is a mountain in the county of Armagh which tenni- 
natee the Cuailgnean range : this mountain is greatly celebrated in 
traditional lore ai well as in Irish manuscripts for its mythic and 
druidical associations. 

' Glenn /nay or £i(Ane— the valley of the rivei Inny in the barony 
of Fore, county of Westmeath. 

' Lock Meilge or Meloin, an eitoar; formed by the river Drobhaois in 
the lower part of the county of Leitrim, contiguous tu the county of 
Sligo. 

* Loch Carta, Qara, or Tauchet, situate in the barony of CoIaviD, 
county of SUgo. 
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There wai & PU*t in Loch Ma^, i 
Wbo kept in terror the mea of FaU (IrvUnd) ; 
He slew it with his victoHons sword, 
Thoogh the task was great for anj jndiTidiuI. 

In Loch Laeghwre* there always was a Piast 
That was wont to light fires ; 
Despite all the treacherous means it used, 
With his arms he beheaded it. 

The monster of Drobhaois, proved in brave acts, 
And the idiol' of the monntsin of Clare ; 
Fionn slew with Mac-an-Luinn, 
Though their conflict and battles were dreadfnL 

The monster of Loch Lurgan,* though active, 
B; Fionn of the Fenians it fell t 
It shall not be recorded till the Axj of di>on], 
The dettraction he dealt apon hosts. 

The Piast of the mnrmaring Bum fell, 
Bj the hand of Fionn of the hard conflicts ; 
NiunerODS the losses we sustained bj their strength, 
Until the J were destroyed hj Fiona. 

The legends which are still extant of the numerous monsters 
snpposeii to inEEst our lakes and twesa, are the most numerons 
of any in Iiish folk lore ; and it would require a large work 
to do anything like jnatice to this subject. However, since 
the county of Glare has been a classical locality in Penian 
story, we select one legend &om " Notea and Queriet " 'm 

I Lock Matg, or Maig — a fine late lying between the counliea of Gal- 
way and M^o. 

■ Loch Latghaire, now called Loch Uary ; is situated in tbe parish 
of Ardstraw, barony of Strabane, and county of TyiDoe. Vide MitceU 
lanyjifthe Celtic Society, p. \&l. voted. 

> tdiot, is the literal translation of the word 'imi^ hnt the being 
represented by the name must not have been a mere idiot, but a f^U 
or some wild monster bearing some lilcenesa to the human £um. 

• Loeh Lurgan, an old name for the bay of OaLway. 
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connexion with tbat romantic cliBtrict, aa it bears in some 
degree upon ouf text. 

" About half a mile from th« Lake of Inchiqnin (fiome legends of 
which have olieadj appeared), it Bitottted the small lake of Tiarmec- 
bran; high limestone cliffs nearly Burroand it, one of which la 
orowsed with the pictnreaque ruitu of an old cutlet while the cliff 
immediately opposite has been occupied b; the ejrie of a falcon for 
man; jears '. no rtream appears to flow into or out of the lake. A 
solitary coot may generally be seen floatii^ mottoDless on the dark 
tollci] water, and a hawk hanga poised in the mid air over it, or 
■lowly drcles round, uttering a harsh scream from time to time ; 
altogether, a mure eerie spot could not be easily found. The lake 
is popularly believed to be unfathomable, and though supposed to 
contain fiib of fabulous size, it would not be easy to tempt the most 
zealotu disciple of Izaak Walton among- the peasantry to cast a line 
upon the sullen waters. The following legend aocountsfor the awe 
with whieh the lake is regarded Once upon a time, Fuenmicooll 
(Fingal) went ont, with bis attendant cbieftainSf to bunt upon the 
heath covered sides of Mount Callan, famous as being tbp burial 
place of Conan, whose monumeot with its Ogbam inscription is stiD 
extant ; a noble bart, snow white, whose hoofs and horns shone 
like gold, was soon started, and eag«r]y did the diieftains lo^ their 
bonnds in pnrsuit. Hour aAxr hour passed on, sjid still the deer 
with nnabated vigour, while one by one the hunter and hound dropped 
exhausted f>om the cbace, — till none were left but Fueovicooll and 
hia matchless bound, the snow white Bran ; and now, as the sun wa* 
fast declining, tbe wonderous hart reached the cliff over the lake 
where tbe rains of the old castle now stand. A momeut'i pause, and 
it pluBgied iato tbe lakt followed almost instantaneously by tbe gallant 
lioKDd { tbe moment tbe deer touched the water, it vanished, wfaila 
In its stead a|^>eared a beautifHil lady, seated on the rippling wave% 
and u the noble dog rose to the snrfaoe from its plunge, dte laid 
ber band on his head, and submerged him for ever 1 and then dia> 
appeared. Some relate in addition that she inflicted » cnrse on 
Fuenvicoull (Fioon Hac Cumhall). In memory of the event, the 
i^ff, from wbioh the dog epmi^, is cidled Oregg y Bran, while the 
lake and castle are called by the name Tiurnach Bran, the Lordship 
of Bran ; corrupted in conversation to Ziermtcbran. It is a 
cnriooB fact that the 'machinery' of this legend is so peculiarly 
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tb&t of the metrical romance (see Partenopax of Blois &c.)- Some- 
what different veraiona of it are given in " Miss Brooke's Transla- 
tions of Irish Poetr^r," and in the spirited translations bj Ur. 
Drummond, but as [o Clare atone have the lake and cliff obtained 
names from the event, we inaj clum the legend 0s peculiar to that 
county." 

It is a corioas fact indeed, as the recorder of the above 
legend justly remarks, that the machinery of this legend is 
found elsewhere : but this is true also of the greater number 
of our principal legends, of which various local versions are to 
be found all over the country, a circumstance which strongly 
warrants the opinion that such legends most have had their 
origin in some remarkable events far anterior to the earliest 
date to which historical record extends. But the classical 
Clare can by no means appropriate the story of the metacnor- 
phosis of Fionn, for the scene is too accarately described in 
the Lay of the Hunt of Stiabh Gullin in Ulster, to suffer any 
doubt to remain as to the place from whence this legend was 
originally derived. I'he cairn and its cave, said to have been 
the house of the daughter of Guille, are still there ; and the 
popular opinion, yet prevailing, is that the druidess, known as 
the Cailleach Biorar, (Hag of the Water) still resides there. 
This cairn on Sliabh Guillin is described thus inBinos Four ia 
Ireland, p. 204 ; — 

"The cairn which readers it so celebrated, instead of being a 
mere rude heap of atones . . . contained a circular chamber, 
with which a passage under long flat stones communicated, but of 
what length this passage baa originall; been, it is now difficult to 
ascertain, as it is filled up with earth and stouts, which obatruct an; 
further progress to what is supposed to be a large apartment. The 
entrance, now filled up with rubbish, appears to have been covered 
with a roof of large stones, capable of supporting a great weight. 
Thp cairn of stones which has covered the chamber is nearly 40 feet 
in diameter at the base. A little lower down the hill and in front of 
this cairn ia a flat stone supported bj massy uprights." 

This is what is now popularly called the Cailleach Biorar'a 
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house, with which reminiscences of many an awful catastro- 
phe are connected. At some distance from the moantain 
itself stands a moantain of some size, called Cros-shliabh- 
which tradition says consists of the materials delved by the 
Fenians in seeking the house of the enchantress, as detailed in 
the Lay of the Chace of Sliabh Qullin. There are so many 
mountains in Ireland apparently called after the celebrated 
Cualan, Caillean, Guilean, &c., various names of the same 
being, that it is not to be wondered at, that Mount Callan, 
probably one of those so called, should have a localised tra- 
dition of Gullin's daughter, the Gailteach Biorar, or Naiad of 
the Lake Dagruadh, of Sliabh Oullin, and who would be 
called in English, the Water Witch. 

It may not be unacceptable to the reader to present here 
another Peuian poem called " Seilg na Feinne oa cionn Locha 
Deirg" (The Hunt of the Penians above (around) Loch Dei^), 
in which the contest with a dreadful monster that infested the 
lake — a kind of Irish Minotaurus, is detailed. The poem is in 
the possession of the Honorary Secretary of our Society, and 
runs thus : — 

" 21 pl)aicctw.(c rij6ijt ti))c CAlpTtojTjn, 
2li) c-cuaIa eft T^jAUD* T-b(w ; 
^3 *in5« or "^^ovv toe* <Deip5. 
2Q«|i Afii) ir ci.c * c-cotij-fe|l5? 

Pl*fc bj Aiji t,oc At) c-i-lfeibe, 
T-e'p cu||ieA6 ii|t t)^ }^feiijije ; 
Oi f]tcA cfiAb, 1)0 1}] bof n)6, 
■Do C113 b&r II) Aei7 16 ! 

65UC n)A|c bo h) A5 FlotjD, 
JiJriSI"' ''"ICj A rbAjlsjotju ; 
SlbUc Aij din, "'*c ^13 5p&*5j 
■Do CU5A& 3ld||t o 5*6 p^jfc. 
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"Do n*!* 36Uc HIT *u 6-'P)l*OT i 
C*©54cc Uoc, ijo fll ftnr ^i*** 
Oo £.ntt c6iS6« 5AC A«i) 1$ t 

9 8I6U1C »o citocA Sil ; 

)r fe*jiii riTf '0* A®" ^c Ioijuj 

au piAfc *u o\6te> f^n 5AT) bi«&, 
CobU oloft ijoursoii) AU "FblAi) J 
Sip b-MAcc VA iDAjboe so njoc, 
Cbair* AQf a6 lodfi Ajt At] U>6. 

4>0 6)083 AIJ P1*|X Alp At) CltJilS, 

LftjseAbAit Ai) T^blAtju cpfeAij Jmi* i 

JotOftA JMAlt A5 bpifCAfe A CtlOllJU, 

4)e'u lAecftAS lUA cin}c|oll. 

Sal bo c&t)Aic n}eA&OT> bo'i; IS, 
Bu& l^A ip TtjAfib *T)A lip 'frb*®; 
Bn6 T■An^&]l le fl^u^S ^1^> 
UiTteAfbA &p 9-S^i> UecpAft ! 

t>o rloi3e*6 1*1 iijAC His 5n*ASi 
)r Ojn"! c« "J**!* *^ bfeAb; 
4)o floiseAb U] jAb 50 beAcc, 
■peAji ir cftAb A D-Ael?f6*CC. 

N^oH rloiS*** ^c CwijAiU 1*1, 
Se beAS AIJ iij*lb bo b} be'o 'pbeiOT; 
Jf 1^ TiA]h bjob 5AT} bul cAfic, 
2tcc beA5tiQ (te b-ucc ^njceAcc. 
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'S ■plotJU nj*c Bor* iM- c-coii)Uiw ; 
Jt C09AIT iB*el> rS6*l "mV 'i'*!'^ 

2it) riD CU3 p|0T)tt Ai) rlc pp*p, 

)f SAfeAf AO PlAfC AJl *lc ; 

Sljttf CU3 cop 50 SjAij be, 
3wit cuip A cl|A& A TJ-aijibe. 

^^Aji cotJATip "Diiiie titAC T?bl09» 
2I0 piS F*HW« ci«i»p A :C-C)WJ ; 
"Cuj IfeiTi) A tiT-bfeAl u* pfeltce, 
4>o b'6 rjij At) fjc ijeAtij-p^lS^e. 

ftp i)-bul 00 'DbJ>lt»e 'i>A cI|aB, 
'S AT) bo cnimtje Ap a rsiAij ; 
4)0 PIT) rMs®*'* bo F*|i) AiDA^ — 
B'6 T\v Ai) cofjAp lOTfjrijftcb t 

•tto CHIP I* Aifbe bo'i) b''pj)6i)jp, 
4)0 Oinu 'r t>o nj*c plj 5p*A5 ; 
3i)iotb bAbe66Air)A riT. ' 

^QQAtv buii;0 bo cuaIa. 

Sin bA C^Ab ttbpAIC AltJAC, 

Bb^^bAp 3*u pol^^i 5*P fe<**c ;— 

IZQaIC bo C6A1?t)A|8 TJA T^IAIJIJA, 
a B-pllAlplb 4 p|Alt) IT) ^IPIDO. 

T^pAf CI)OT)&io, njAp tjfcp cdjp, 
21 i9-bpuii)i} A17 beACAjcb AT}-ti}6ip; 
8QaP T>*c pAjb SpUAIS Alp A CeAtJTJ, 
Nfop f AT) leAljb A|p A clo]5ceAi}i7. 
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"PloBo tocA 4)61)15 r^ b-AlDHJ, 

!lcc b'f AQ U>6 4>eA)i5 *i)t ^te bed, 
O ftft QA 'pftfQoe A Q-«et} Ifi. 

■Cpi I*, ir "Jlf ir Hia6aiu, 

^ b] l\)C ^AJtS pA 8|ArbA|t i 
O I* lOAItb^A 'pfilDIJO "FbjIJIf 

a bejniio jijoc, A Cb*il3iup. 

1K)6 A3 CAncUti) bjAis ija b-T^fAijo, 
81 Pbticc|tA]C, 6eAl)tAf njA]t St*f^Q > 

au r5**i nti At» lounw &i^ 

)on}6A ba)oe bo ciiAlAt6. 

TRANSLATION. 

Pfttricli the Qrmt, ion of Oslphairn, 

Hut tfaoa heard the ftory sboat the Feaiu* of Fiona ; 

Wben tbej met beaide Loch Dearg, 

All reaUj to join in the chace ? 

There wu a Piait in the lake of the moantain, 

That dealt dettmction upon the Feniaiu ; 

To twentj hundred, if not more, 

Did it deal death in a single da; I 

A worthy man belonged to Fionn,— 

1 bare to inform thee, O Tailgin — 

Abhlach of the gold, son of the king of Greece, 
Who wa< wont to gun victor; over ever; Fiaet. 

" Will yon give ongbt to the Piast 1" 

Ashed AbUacfa of the Fenians, 

Fift; heroes and more each day. 

We sent to him' (responded they.) 

Inform him he shall have aU those. 

From Ablach of.tbe fur form; 

For it is better do so th&n that one brave hero. 

Should fall by him in eonflict. 
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The Piut r«muned tiui night withont food. 

The Feai&ns did Dot dare to sleep ; 

On the breskii^ of the earlj d«im of morning. 

He raised a great storm oa the wat^B of the lake. 

The Fiast Bpraag upon the shore, 

Ths Fenians raised a raigbtj shoat ; 

Man; a man broke his spear, 

Of tbose heroes who mustered around. 

Before the noon-tide came. 

Our dead were more than our living ; 

It would form another host. 

The number of genuine heroes we lost. 

He swallowed the bod of the kii^ of Qreeoe, 

And Oisin, — though great the conseqoence— 

He swallowed, without intermisison. 

One man and a hundred in succession. 

Mac GDmhaill was not swallowed hj him. 

Though few were they of the Fenians who remained; 

Few were thej who could escape. 

And they were aboat tsiking to flight. 

He swallowed Daelgas and Qoll, 
And Fionu sou of Bos in the conffict ; 
With Couan Mael— a tale of sorrow— 
Deidgeal too, and the brave Treanmor. 

Fionu, thereapoD, made a sudden rush. 
And caught the Piast bj the neck ; 
He, with a vigorous exertion. 
Turned his bosom upwards. 

When Daire, son of Pionn, 

Saw the Fenian Kii^ thus engaged ; 

He leaped into the jaws of the monster; 

That same was the rash act I 

When Daire entered his bowels, 
'Twos then he thought of his di^er ; 
And made a passage out for himself — 
That was a wondrous eiecntion ! 
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He liberated ant of hia entrsili tha Feolaaa, 
Oiiin and tha ■on of the king of Qre«c« ] 
A more rigoroiu act thui that. 
Few men erer heard. 

The two hnndred «bo crept ODt, 

Were bereft of bur and clothing ; 

All the benefits conferred on the Fouaiu in Eire, 

Were verj irell earned bj thein. 

The Tisit of Couan, which waa not jnst. 
Into the entrailt of the monatrona terpent ; 
Since be had no hair on his head, 
A strip of skin did not remain on hia skull. 

Fionn of Iioch Dearg was the nBine> 

Of the lake id the beginning, O Olerio ; 

But the name of Loch Dearg has rented on it, 

Since the great slaughter of the Fenians iu on* dstj. 

Three days, a month, and a year, 
Loch Xfearg remained nnder a curse ; 
From the day the Feniana of Fionn, 
Were slain, I assure tbee^ Tsilgin. 

As sure as I weep after the Fenians, 
O Patrick, who shinest like the sun ; 
The stor; that I nuw relate to thee. 
Has been heard by many a man. 

Thus we can clearly see that aquatic monstera were not con- 
fined to the mythology of the Greeks and Bomans alone : the 
stones told by the peasantry of the existence of such monsters 
in all our lakes, f^tuarJes, and rirer?, which are still believed 
to infest many places, leave little doubt that some sort of a 
serpent Gultus once prevailed in this island. These monsters 
aie said to have been druidical creatures callecl into existence 
by the cabalistic arts of our ancient druida, 

Now since we find that the rentana constnicted a chariot, 
or rather a litter, to carry their chief to the residence of the 
druidess, it may not be out of place to say sometbiog upon 
that subject. 
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The Irish chariot, like the Eueda of the Britons, appears to 
have been used in war. The Iriah name is c«7tbAc, which 
seems to import a mode of convejance bj land as the b&cc 
was that used by water. In the Tain Bo Chuailgne we are in- 
formed that chariots were used by Cachaliainn so early as our 
commoa era, and probably were nsed long before that period, 
and in a MS. account of the great battle fought on the plains 
of Muirtheimne, ot county of Louth, various descriptions of 
the war chariot of CuchuUainn occur. The following extracts 
are selected in elucidation. But Srst it is necessary to show 
what the British chariots were, according to Cssar's account 
of them, and the mode in which they were used :— 

" OeDDi hoc est ez euedU pngiiK ; primo per omneB partei pere- 
quitant, et tela eoiyioinDt, fttqae ipso terrore equonini, et itrepitu 
Totaram, ordines pleramqne perturbsnt, et, quum k inter equituin 
tnrmu iDsinoaierint, ex essediB desiliunti et pedibiu prixliAntur. 
AorigB interim, pmullatim ei prtElio excedimt, atque ita currus eol- 
locftat, uti si illi a multitudine hoatiiim premantur, eipeditum ad 
■uoa receptum habeant. Ita mobilitatem equitum, stabilitatem pedi. 
torn in prsliia proftant, ao tautum tuu quatidiana et «xercitNtione effi- 
ciunt, ati, in declivi ac precipiti loco, incatatoa eqnos suatinere, et 
per temonem percnrrere, et in ia^o inAftere, et inde m in cnrma ci- 
titsim^ recipere, conauerint." Jie BeUa Gall. Lib. 4, Oap. xiziii. 

Tbe maoaer in which the; fight from their chariota is this ; in 
the first place thej drive round to all qnirters, and cast their jave- 
lins, and by the umunal terror caused bj tbe horses, and the loud 
noiae of the wheds, the; nsed generally caat tbe ranks into disorder. 
And having succeeded in working themselves in between the oavalr;, 
the; jump out of their chariots and fight on foot. Their charioteers 
in the mean time, retire a short distance from the place of engage- 
ment, and there so station themselves with the cbariot. that, in cue 
the; are overpowered b; the forces of tbe enemy, they may afford a 
safe retreat to their friends. So, in battle, they act with the swift- 
ness of cavalr;, and the steadiness of infaotr; ; and by constant 
experience and practice become so expert, that the; are able even 
on « declining or sloping ground to stop their horses in full gallop, 
and qnickl; and expertly manage and turn them, run along the pole. 
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and Etond on the beam of the joke, and from thence spring nimblj 

again into the chariot. 

The vttr chariots of the Irish, unquestionably, resembled in 
some manner thofe of the ancient Britons. Sammes in his Sri- 
tanniea Antiqua (p. 120, Zojtd. MDCLXXVI), treating of 
the war chariots of the Britons, saj^s : — ■ 

*■ Aa for the names of the chariots the; fongbt in, they are clearlj 
PhtBoician, as Beittia, Carnu or Carritm, Curiiuf*, Eaiedunt, Rheda, 
and so it is but reasonable to think, primitivelj were introduced bf 
them ; the Grecians added and altered them according to the customs 
of their countrjr, for one sort the; called Petorilixm, from its four 
nheels, and of the ordinary Rheda thej made their fpVeda, I suppose 
vith two stories in it to carry the more men." 

If then, according to this veracious author, the names of 
the chariots of the ancient Britons were derived from the 
Fheniciaii language, it is more than probable that the chariot 
itself, as well as its name, had been introduced by the Pheni- 
cians, who unquestionably formed early settlements in Britain 
and Ireland — The war chariots of the Irish were armed like 
those of the Britons, Sammes [p. 120) describing the war 
chariots of the latter says : — 

" The Wagg'ms and Chariots thej thus fought in, were eiceedingly 
well harnessed and armed, for at both ends of the oxletreen thej 
fastened hooks and scythes, so that driving furiously into the enemies 
battle, they made whole lanes of slaughtered men, the scythes cutting 
them in the middle who did not give speedy way, and such as escaped 
were caught up with the hooks, which were placed for that purpose, 
BO that hanging upon them they were miserable spectacles." 

But perhaps no better description of the Irish war chariot 
can be given than that found in the Tain Bo Chuailgne (p. 
12 1 MS.), where Cuchulaiim is described as marching forward 
against the Conacian forces : — 

'"Do 1(1)3 ir *" 5-c4fibAc r*op8« coTjA re]rp« jAjiijuiSe, 
coo« f AobfiA cAi}A]6e, coi>A bocAij*, coc* b|0ticjiAi)bA)b, 
coij* CA||ibpe tjjAbj coijA sleAf u)t):lA|ce, cot)* CAjjiiJibe 
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3*eice, 60 b)»ii" «|tti:eAft)"Suj&, ocut |«IU, ocuf irjcjnb, 
ocuf T^olorho* boij c*iit»4i: yfv" 

H« (CucbuUainn) sprang mto hu noble cbariot ;oked to his 
horseB nith its iron harness, with its keen edgud weapons, with its 
bosses, with its torturing spikes, with its heroic wei^ons, with its 
elegant trappings, with its hooking nails attached to its (tKles, sjid 
to the thonge of its harness, the warlike weapons and ornaments of 
that chariot. 

There were other chariots, no doubt, used for pleasure and 
comfort, as well as for war. When Cuchullainn came f o Dun 
Mac Neachtain, near the Boyne, he ordered his charioteer to 
prepare the place in his chariot where he might retire to rest. 
These may have been of a similar constmctioQ to those of the 
Britons called "Covini" as Sammes states. "These sort of 
chariots were called Covini, and in the British tongue at 
this day, Cowain, aigaifics to carri/ in a Koggon" (p. 120). 

Perhaps it reaeinbled the Essedum in some respects, as des- 
cribed by Sammea. "The Essedum} called by the Phtsnidans, 
Haisedan, by the Greeh sWnt, vas another sort of a chariot 
which, I believe carried no scythes or hooka, iu which were 
only armed men" (p. 130). 

And again (Vide Tain Bo Chuailgne MS. p. 72). 

'■' )x Aiijl* AT) flij 4 &abA]jtc 0|lioU fie peApsAr, ' \j tijAcc- 

i)*6 ocur jr ioi'sijas tD^it iiomr*. * F'je*T'5*ir/ ^p t*> '* 

lu«r jiS soiojtts* ATj ceAcjiAfi bo bj pomuiijij.' ' B«ft c6|iA 
Sttic' AttT^eApsAf, ' |0i)3i)Aiij 60 &feAi)4itj utt) A1J t\ bo ceAfs 
ATj JAbAl buij bAnit b'AOD bfeifett) ijo be ^v ocuf at) cf pS beji), 
ocur ?*3 foAC, ocuf n6 foilrse; ocuf cue jtoc a rf-uficAi(i b] 
o lj-l*f>cAT* * CAfibAjc b'loije Aoij liitbe co ij-beACAije tajji 
A bi b-cttJAU A b-CAlrijAji) CO ijAC b-T:u|l ac aoij C[»|&t) UAf 
caIiijaii) bj, ocuj- i)AC cocuflc bo \t}t)t)^ jioittjpe, ac cpe 
jUf l«A3cu|b cloc p6 t)-|0t)rt)ui3e j, ocur If 5e*r 
b'peApAib ftjujoiji) ceAcc CAp aij ic fo, 30 b-cu5A ijeoc 

' Vide CiBBai's CoMmentaru$, Lib. IV. 
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' Jr &*!• njnipcifiije 6aicn> * T^*T*5*ir/ '^ ^^*6B i ' ocnr 
c«bA)tt *i} jAb&)l 6&]w bo l&|t At) &C.' 'di3&|6e cAftb^c 
itf^Atn,' Aji ]Pe*fi5*r. Cn5«6 CA|tbAC cnjse. Ja^i r)i) cnj 
■peAjisnr ftn6m plopUiSlit pop taij D-5Ab*il 30 I^beAIM)* 
iDtotj6|tnA)t) ocof n))Ovcan}*)V^ bo'o iAiibAc uij. '^ii5A]6e 
CAjtbAC ihO)le dusAn)?* Ap 'peApsuf. ^u5«& cAjibAc e^le 
cui5(i, jaji bpjr T* *" 3-cfeAbuA 6 ei&itt cpe)C ocnp cujijj, 

OCUf cl&TS OCBf T»OC. ClA b-]nt]l ApO AC ATltlJ A )W>|beAbA|t 

feAcr j-cApbAjc toe*5 bo cA^tbAir Cboiji^cA, bo ttjpire 
peAjtjAT njioubitoAij b^oB n\\e ocuf ij] cuj ad SaBaiI aj" a 
9-&C. 'VeAijArA^^beAfisur?' Aji'MJcA&b, 'i)iib|i)f-cAiibA]c 
4H it}U]ijc|Ti ul bur ">*» ocuf njotjA beA^A Ajp u* fluASAib- 
rt bo ]nrTO"J*t>ir UUS suj- ai? cpicro, ocur t>o bejc ]onjAt> 
bfiA)£be ocuf h6tik}i}ee l\t}i).' 4i)o ftAccAiDA]|i a i^l ua|i} 
T)-b6ii)ibfi j]t) X b'fAfcojA ocnj- b]n)ruiiteAc a?j c-rluAjj; 
coifA poijcejc UIa6 aj" a j-ceAf, octtj- 50 b-tiubfiAjb cac 
6u|Tm nrp ai) CAftb ocnf A5 cofi^Aip a b-c&QA fT*|T)p> 'T^O' 
5A7&e njo cAytbAc ft)i} cujAnjP' aji 'peApsur. CujaS iajij*- 
Ati) A cAjtbAc 30 ■peApsAf ai) no, ocur ce*3*b lotijopit* 
aIj cu5 pui[iqp ripijeAprri>Ap f|Aml&|b|[t Ap ad i^sAbAil, 
ijjoji bleic ocuf pjoyt tniofjuige poc do ^odda d* feApcAf 

(? ^ATir***) ^'W CAflbAC, AC 36 '|» bu CaItDA Ca)tACA bo- 

p>p^I3C« fiof *U 5*bAl, bj bo i;eA|icii;u|ite ad piJtblMfio, 
.1. AD cdfib eArAti3ti)Qe, ocnf AD bpojcleAC b]o6bA, ocup ad 
ceADD cofbAgA, ocBf AD cjopbujA nwp fluAije, OCUf AD 

CAlD&ftAU A36ADtA, OCUf AD C&CAfAC IDOflCACA, 3O b-CU3 

A Dl^r b'pAjDD® AODlilrije ad JaBaiI 30 ftADAC A|6l)DDe A 
JuaIadda ocur cn5 a Uitij OjljU j. SSr A ljA|cle, peucAr 
Oilioll uppA, OCUf A bubAjfic, 'ir n>d|b6 njo cei|x ocur 

tD'uAlijAlD pJAr AD b-fOAp pO fA(C AD JaBajI rO CODA AOD 

Buille OCUf p5 BeAjD a Bud bApp.' Ocur T*" oAb T^eApsor 
FfejD A5 AcrijoUfe C|)ODSulA|Dt», 30 D-6HbA|pc ad Iao]. 
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" 21c& tnt^i) *u o-jaM p-sluAip, 
3" P*!^ CucuIajiio CTm«j6 j 
5u|t ^45bA& Foiji u)le PHI* ijeoc, 
Ce[Cf«e ceAiTijA]& cd|Tt]ce&c> 

Jr boAfttt tjl coi> qu5fA nA]6, 
Re I;-AOi>peAft cufiACA cftuA]6 ; 
CjA jwo F^sbAS Aifi ce*ij ceAf, 
N*p fil cjui iijic A Ua* cijeAr- 

^^IfS I>*CAr A1> fluAJu6A, 

So)l» All* c«4iji) 45oijt) CboAitstje ; 
BjAjAjb cariA|6ib «3& MTUJi 
■po ijiii) clo^djii) Cb»cullA)i}T). 

MAft bA QAf^A AIJ CA|tb cgt^AI), 

Utij * nj-b|A)& corijftAC Aptij tj-seuyt ; 
Sip cocpAft clo|5ije 5AC C|Ut), 
3bi»l 3*c Aicnje T)-ei|iii>i>." 

It wu thna that Oilioll addrSBBed Feargas i " It is a mAtUr of 
great mrpriee and wonder to me, Feargiu,"siud he, "how qnickl; 
the four who went before ns have been wounded." " Ton ihould 
fVel muab more surprised at him who lopped off the forked billet at 
top and end with one stroke, than at that;" replied Feargusj "at 
the man who cut, Atshioned, strangely formed, and ca*t it from the 
hinder port of his chariot with the power of one hand, ao that two 
thirds of it sunk into the earth, and only one third of it remains 
above the earth, and who did not dig the gronnd to place it »□, but 
drove it through rocks of green stone t The men of Eire are bound 
under a geat (religious penalty), as thej pass b; this ath (Tord), that 
one of them shall pull it up with the power of one arm, the same as 
that b; which it has been so placed." " Yod, Fcorgus, belong to 
our people," said Meidhbh, " therefore fetch us the forked billet 
ft-om the middle of the ford T" Fetch me a chariot ?" said Feargos. 
A chariot was accordingly provided for him. Feargus then made 
a Tery powerful exertion to extricate the forked billet, so that he 
cracked and broke the chariot into small pieces on the occasion. 
•' Bring me another chariot ?" demanded Fea^us ; another chariot 
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wu brought, but he brofae it in a liniilu' muiner, together with the 
bodj, haraeB;, beam and wheels. It >o happened that seventeea 
chariots belonging to the men of Connacht were on the spot ; and 
Feargus broke them all into small pieces, jet he was unable to ez< 
toicate the forked billet out of its place in the ford. " GiTe o»er, 
OFeargns," cried Meidhbh, "and break no more of the chariots be- 
longing to onr people ; and if jon did not belong to our host we 
would have overran Ulster before this time, and we would capture 
many prisoners and take Urge prejs of cattle->.I well know how 
that could be accomplished, namely, by concentrating and stopping 
the forces until Ulster recovered from its dread, when they would 
ofFer us battle for their bull, and defend their kine." "Bring roe 
my own chariot," cried Feargus. His own chariot was accordingly 
brought. He made a very powerful and mighty exertion to eitricate 
the forked billet, yet neither a crack or a break was inflicted on 
the wheels, or the body, or the sliafU of the chariot ; and, though 
the forked billet hod been strongly, deeply, and fast placed in its 
position, yet so superior was the strength of the royal champion, the 
slei^e of tumult, tha inimical agitator, the unsparing hewer of the 
heads of numerous hosts, the flaming lamp, and the gigantic victor 
of great battles, that he extricated with one hand the forked billet, 
and having rused it parallel with his shonlder, gave it into the hands 
of OiliolL Oilioll thereupon examined it, and s^d, "great are my 
doubts, and wonder how one man could place this forked billet in 
its position with one cast, as well as how be could lop it off at top 
and bottom by one stroke." Feargusbegau to praise Cuchullainu 
and composed this Lay : — 

" There is the neat forked billet. 

Made by Cuchulainn the strong ; 

Though alone, he is superior to all, 

To the four renowned heads (ohieitaiiu). 

It is true no victory shall be won from him, 

By a single man, howsoever warlike, and brave ; 

Though he is now made subject to fear. 

No youth ever drew blood from his side. 

Woe to those who join the foray eastwards, 

To capture Dona Cuailgne j 

Heroes shall taste the sharp point 

Of the venomous sword of Cuchullainn. 
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The great bull shall not be had cheap. 
For whom a battle with sharp weapons shall be fought; 
On account of the mangling of each warrior's head, 
Everj tribe in Eire ahsll weep." 

Like the Boadi'cea of the Britons, Meidhbh, the heroic 
Amazon of Gonnacht, uaed to ride in her war chariot accom- 
panied bj a respectable retinue, as we learn from the Tain Bo 
Chaailgne : — 

" Jr AtbU A 6|nji3ftib 9^\6b ocuf a c«|tbAC t^ajjie 'i)a 

b-Aft17A|l, OCUf 6i CAflbAC JtO|fUpe, OCUJ" 6A CAflbAC )1JA 
&]Al5, OCtir 6i^ CApbAC CeACCAIt A &i CA«b, OCUf A CA|lbAC 
fk]r} «ACOptlA," 

The mode in which Meidhbh used to march waa thus : — She went 
alone in her own chariot, having two chariots before her, two cha- 
riots behind her, and two chariots on each side of ber. 

The war chariots of the ancient Britons appear to have been 
drawn by two, foor, five, or eis horses; but we find that Ca- 
chullainn's chariot was always drawn by two horses, namely, 
the Dnbhfhaelind and Liathmacha only. It is, however, very 
probable that more than two horses were sometimes yoked, 
since we find in Tain Bo Chnailgne, that when Meidhbh wished 
to induce one of her chieftains to engage Cuchullainn in single 
combat, she promised him, among other rewards, a chariot 
of peculiar construction to which many horses conld be yoked ; 
"ocuf CAjibAC ce|rpe f^Acc c-corijAll" (a chariot of four 
times seven yokes). A chariot of this description mnst have 
been that nsed by royal and otherwise highly privileged per- 
sons only. 

The next account we have of chariots in authentic docu- 
ments is that found in the Liber Hymnorum of the Ancient 
Church of Ireland, edited by the learned and indefatigable 
Irish Archeeologist, the Kev. Dr. Todd, of Trinity Collie, for 
the Irish Archffiological and Celtic Societies, in which the fol- 
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lowing notice of cbuioto in the time of St. Patrick occurs. 
This extract i» taken from the Speckled Book. 

" Jij 141) cfiA boj SecbpAll oc beiMtnT iijb jimuu(ij-r|, if 
Ai)b bo iiaIa oeijAcb bo Mii*m b'1 uAptiAb Secbi7A|U, co 
i>-b6cbiir <» Seciji)*U b|A c*TiuQ«rc 1 n1 be(ii)*b f«tti. 
twib Secl)o*U foft A *ir i*Ttn9T eu*Tvc*ib « Unj* co t)]* 
coiw flu|C 15 c*lom .». coittpciu, lit- '>|bi cun? i-bh- ^»j- 
C|bnr, ec ceceit| id fa^m ©Ijetmijc." 

Nov, At tbe tima whan SeotuuU wu oemponiig thia hjnw, it hap- 
pened that a hit wai abont to be hsld at Sechnalt'i place, and 8ech- 
nall vent to prohibit it, and it wae not done lo for him. Sechnall 
Aea returned baek, and rused hii hand* to Qod, and the earth 
•vallowed up thirteen ehariott of them, cum inis eqaitihua, et CMtMi 
in fugam enerunt. 

And again (p. 29} it ii stated that Patrick drove Ms chariot 
over Sechnall, but that God raised the ground aroond him 
that he ehonld not be injnred, 

" <Do fu* cj»* Pacjiajc id c«TifH>c cAipif, T enA7tc&)b 
©I* 10 c«ln}t>i9 iTQitw biDc 1 jDbe co d« eftcocjs bo." 

Patrick, hovever, drove the eiariut over bim, bnt Ood raieed the 
ground around him Aiae et inde, that he ibonld not be injured. 

Tbe cAit of the Irish seems to have been a sort of vehicle 
vithout wheels (tioca), thongh wheds were attached to the 
ancient chariots, as we find bj the nitncts already qaoted, 
Tbe c«.]i fle«Tt)n&]Di or sliding car, of our country was a 
disgrace to civilisatioQ ; tjiere are still to be seen several 
specimens of this very uncouth and clumsy macliine in remote 
country districts; it had no wheels. The custom form^y 
prevalent of yoking cattle to ploughs and cars, called rAirocAf, 
by fastening their tails to the instrument, was certainly very 
inhuman : but it was once so general that an act of parliament 
was found necessary for the suppression of this brutal mode of 
treatment, vhich could not otherwise be put down. The Irish 
cAii or cAjthftc mast have also been used for travelling purposes, 
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and have served sometimes for a lodging-place at night, like 
the mfu^it of tlie Scythian nomades ; since we find in the 
Tain Bo Chnailgne (page 87}, that Cucbullainn, when he came 
to Don Mac Neachtain Sceine, near the river Boyne, caused 
his chariotea to prepare a place of repose for him in his 
chariot : — 

" UtcA^t twMiJpA so miise *n b6iJ j cAfiMioseor *" "J** 
b«45 Af At) cA.|il>Ac fOfi fAij pA]tce ; IT Ami* bo bj pAjcce 
Av bttiD f\v 1 c6j|ttie }:*jtCA T 16 \AjiA}i)t) jo* cimcjoU .i. 
1& iJiA6*c*rj 1 TSfl"^** IT *" 1* ri'' *** P** <=1* •» ci*ci!A 
boij FA]cce bo ii>a jAifsiACAc & 5eAf bo 5A17 ceAcc uAiA 
5 conjfvAc D'oipiiAfi Ajit liter At) bun). teAJAf Aij njAC 
beA5 Au c'o5Att), T cus A 6* lAiib T*'ij c-coipce co 9A 

h'lAlj sup CHIP If AT) lii)i) 1 cwiPir *t) slolU fott- 

5Ait)i)A Ai) CAfibAic FAO],i cuiceAf AT) iDAC beAj f ijA ccIIaJ 
Fop f AD bfAitce." 

The; prooMded onward toward the Dun. The Mao Beag (Ou. 
chullsinn) »tighted from his chariot ou the green. This green wai 
then thus arranged, aamel;, there was a pillu-stone placed upon it ; 
it bad an iron hoop around iti tlia.t is, the hoop of chivalry ; and it 
was inscribed on the hoop that it was a geai incambent on anj pei> 
son who had a pretence to knighthood, that he should not depart 
from the green -witiiout demandiDg single comhat from the Inmates 
of the Dim. Hac Beag read the Ogham inscription, and then 
grasped his arms around the pUlaF'Stone together with its hoop, and 
cast it from Us arms. .... The cliariotaer arranged the jiaJbt of the 
chariot, and the Mac Beag laid himself down to repose on the green. 

It is QDcertain whether the chariot here described was one 
of a difi^rent construction from the war chariot; but whether 
or not, we generally read of the chariot as being used for the 
purposes of waT) like that of the ancient Britons. 

The Essedum of the Bntons jippearg to have been used 
soldy tot nukrtial purpoBes; and the CApbAc of the ancieat 
In?h was also used in battle, as we find in the MS. of the 
great onslaught on Maigh Muirtheimne, that CuchsUainn, 
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accompanied only hy his charioteer, Eian Gabhra, was wonl to 
sally through the rants of his opponents, and always sncceeded 
in making a great havoc among their troops. It ia probable 
that the Irish war chariots were armed like those of the Britons. 

It has been previously observed that our Faery mythology 
is the most interesting of any in Europe : we have already 
spoken briefly of the bilief in the Leithprogan, the Oeancanach, 
and the Clooricean, and pointed out the beautiful and useful 
morale. This superstition was, no doubt, derived from the 
east, where it was very prevalent in the olden time, and where 
it still retains much of its hold on the popular mind. 

Although the narrow limits, within which we are forced to 
confine uur notice of this subject, prevent us from doing 
more than glancing at it, yet even a very superficial accoant 
of some of the supernatural beings of our Faery land, may be 
better than total silence ; since they are alluded in the text 
of the present work. Two of the most remarkable are the 
Leannan Sighe and the Badhbh (pron. Bawv). 

The Leannan Sighe, v^as a familiar spirit that was wont to 
attend and befriend the ancient Irish champions, especially in 
eases of emergency when human aid was totally inadequate to 
afi^ord relief. The Leannan Sighe was the Irish Crenius ; and 
this mysterious being used to appear to the person whom it 
favored, in the shape of one of the opposite sex. But warriors 
were often aided by beings who assumed the appearance of 
the male sex. This we learn from the old document so fre- 
quently quoted. When Cuchullainn engaged Perdia his friend, 
who was instigated by the queen of Connacht to try bis fortune 
' in single combat with the XJltonian chief at Ardee, two of 
those beings assisted Cuchulainn. 

'" "Dap l|on) A C1)ucuIIaiui)', ol fb, * jto cujji ai) cAciijileAfi 
AC& c-«3a6 en, Art)u|l cu]|ieAf beAi? a njAC. Ko ii;eA|l c&, 
Ait)u]l njejleAr ttjwil(or)p b^tAic jio cttuAifi. R5 rfieArSA en, 
Aibn^l cueAfftAr itoTA^b ompA. Bo cn|bneA6 At) ^eAp iu. 
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Aii)u[l cuiBpeAf F&|cle ^rjoS. tto cajc cope cu, 4tt)u|l 
ieAjAjb rcAbAC ^ro ttjiij-eAlcA ; cot)*t b-^uil bo &lui3e ijo 
bo 6uaI pe jojle ij6 pe SAjrje 30 bpu|iji>e aij bparA A^af 
Ai)beAcA; A f(oppA]cce i^|obc*ppA," ol Laoij. (t^ivp Bfl 
Cb«Ail5iw, MS. p. 138.) 

" Methinks, CuehullaiDn," said he (Ferdia) " that the warriora who 
are with jou put you forward just as a mother would her son, other. 
wise I would grind jou down as mill grinds malt, — I would press 
jOQ down as the wheel crushea — Fear (dia) would bind jou aa close 
as the hark biods the tree — I would put jou to flight as the hawk 
does the smaller birds, so that jou would have no claim or preten- 
sion to deeds of warfare or heroism for erer after ; thou murkj 
diminutive fairj !" exclaimed Laol. 

These words of Ferdia, when he found that CuchuUaiim was 
more than his match in the struggle, implied that he well 
knew that he was more than Cuchullain's match if the latter 
had not been aided by some supernatural power, Iiaoi, the 
charioteer of Cuchullainn, retorts, and accuses l<'erdia himself 
of being assisted by fairies. 

And again {p. 139, same MS.), we find Ferdia speaking 
much more plainly on the same subject. 

"Sjuf po 3A|b 7*eT*1* 1*1* ri'' K"!* * bAjlc bpAC bAjnj- 
]OI7t)A, AJtll* fo\i A cail-bSittJioijijA ntfepA i^Ajp. Bo ftiju- 
Aii)|8 CucbullApjif A f jc-ciiipbe cuiijAcrACA bo co]JeAcc 
bS. coftJA, A5ur A 6e|i"5iobAl bA ftibeAij At) caij bA b-*I^c 
bo ir AIJ 5-comlATjt). Jr Ai)tj ffo bo p|Acc <Do)lb ajuj- 
Jot)bO|l6 b'^upcAcc Asuj- b'pSjpjriiju a 5-c4|iAb .i. Cucul- 
l*l<)0' Jr *W T\^ nKTCAb }^epb]A cioi)ijfA|C|i) At) cpjAp A 
U-AOlD^ftACC A5 CUAp3A)0 pAJp, AJUf feo pAb hi, ui6e A5ur 
bi Aipe fe ; Asuj- jf Af pojbjp aij caij bo bikbAp A5 S^acac, 
A5ttrA5UACA8; AbubAipc p^epbiA 'tjj cubponjA ip 3-coii)- 
aIcat 1)0 *p 3-con)pat)cuT A CbucullAitttJi' ol re- 'Cja tid?' 
ol CucuIIaitji). ' <D4 cApA^b fjocAjpri 3*c Ij-aca, A3uf ojop 
cAjfbeAijAir A p)Att) bATijr* l*tt,' ol 7-epb|A. 'Nj t-puil 
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nfturA 6e rto,' ol CAcullAiira, 'o}\i bit b-zt-}fh«AifCA}t ai) 
'pe&8 f^A A i>-6ii)^*dc bo ijflAc bo rijACA^b 3^le*6, dac 
bi&6 5A&«b ^ b)«tt}*i]t 00 |ie bft Ao^ JeACc A5 i7«AC bo ^boAC* 
4!>e4>Ai7«i}i7A3urcurAAi)i7; ac& A17 couApcpeir' A5ACb']oiv 

AjicA ci6«r "j-soiVe *3iir 5*ir3e cojiAmr*. Ajor iJt**?* **ir- 

beftijAr fiAwir* * 1*6*6 ij6 A f orjU ;' 5ap Ab AQonu T16 
CAifbeAtjr*= * ij-nile SM<'<^*r f** c6jU, co^ac fiAjb b)An]A]tt 
c&tc bgob A5 A|tA|W AC njuQA ao ^Ae buljA A5 CucuUa]I)o." 

Perdik, thereupon, commenced to inflict bis contiDnous heftvy blows 
npon him (OuahaUuiin). Cnchnllainn wished his potent fairj friend* 
to eom« to his usirtaiice, to shield their pupil from the imniinent 
danger of the conflict. It wuthen that Doilb and Indoilb hastened 
to aid and assist their friend Cuchulliuiin, Ferdia, at that momentf 
ftilt the three coDJgintlf renewing the attack upon him, and he ex- 
erted his ingenuity to ud and defend himself. ■■ It is evident that, 
when we were with Sgatha and Uatba," sud Ferdia, " we used no 
such anfairnesa in mther our friendship or companionship." "What 
do fon allude to ?" asked Ouchullainn. " To two fairy fnends of 
yonrs whu are protecting you, and ;nu never showed them to me," 
responded Ferdia. "That is a thing that cannot easilj l>e done, 
because, if the Feadh Fia was onlj once seen by any individual of 
the descendants of Milesius, an inditidual of the Tuatba Dedanans 
could b; no means exercise an; of his cabalistic or druidical arts 
while you were present ; you, too, have the Conauauis aiding you in 
your dexterity in the use of arms, and in y«ur valour agunst me, 
and you have never shown' me the art of opening or closing it," 
sud CnchuMnn. They thereupon, disclosed to one another all dieir 
mystic arts of attack, so that one had no advantage over the other, 
except that Gnchullainn had the Qatb Bolg. 

It waa a Leannan Sighe that rescued Eoghan Mor (Engene 
the Great), Ejng of Munster from his opponents, and dduded 
them into the belief that the rocka and upright stones on the 
field of battle were the forces of Munster, so that they ctHnmen- 
G«d to hew the stones instead of their opponents. Her name 

I CoijAijcireir. Some cabalistic instrument like the jAt bu^ 
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was Eadaoin of Inse Cr^aire, as we find in an old MS, 
account of the battle of Mojlena : — 

"•Do bj le«t)t}Ai} Uii>coti)*cc*c aj 66540 « 6-1:05*^ 
bo'u *ic riTj bob' fo^lAtncA j c-ce«ttb*|b ij* p-b|taAb ; 
b'tr|t) 6&bAO|t} Jijfe Cpe43Ajpe, Ajur rivijAc j-| fftiij Acuf 
*po''3-^"l*'C4ij be cupnAi&ib 'r AiJ ojlsce A3 CAbA]ttc cjiftif© 
A UiiijA pif. 213UI' Ao cjtiic bo FttA]|i fj 6^aij poifpe* 

V*o mSt* 6i5jt) ntjj c«ib-ri b* fuftcAcc 3ur au ajc lu* 

pAjb ffe |;fi|I) ACttf Soil A3CACI13A6 1>A C-CIl6AtJ uttlA]&e, 
50 c-cat)AC be bujbe tjA Ij-Aei6ce, 30 puj fj pfeiu acuj- a 
njuipcit* -^ 665AP ACttf Ap tbA]tt be dlAijOAjb iJeiftscjije 
le6 3AIJ Fjof bo 3boU twAC ?06)ni)e- Stj* p'lfDceAcc 
b'SSjAij RACA 3AT) piof A bjolA, ci>)0|C A le)i|b x}V bo 

buAlUCAti) A|t A JlOfCAjb ACBf *IP * V']V^}V Cjie lOnfAtlAfC 

bugle, Fe)it3e, ACAf bjo^AlcAir; juit ioeA(tcttA& ujle aij 
cAttAjc 170 AIJ bAlL&i) con)bA]r)3eAp clo]ce bo bj a ocoib- 
p>3Af bSib, Aii;u|l juji b'6 655*1) 1, ACAf 30 o-bcAnijAf 
clAcbclob 7)0 beAlbAirctijujAb Aip cjie SfiAoibeACC. Stye fju 
cu3Aib uilj A3A1& A T!-fi|i7^e*cc uiT>ci b'« IcAbjiA A3u|- bV 

3-COTijCUAri3At(,A3Uf Affi A b-ATJnj ADIUJ ATjCbl0cBI>64pp- 

CA, 6'ij D 3eAtiA A3ur 6't) ^^beA[lA cujAbAft nipci le bAflc- 

buAlA 1)A 3-cloi66Ari> A3ttf IJA S-CltUAb-pAobAlt " 

Ec^han Mor (Eugene the Great) had a most potent Leaanan Sighe 
near that place, who was miMt learned in the arts of ^he droida ; — 
Bhe was Eadaoin of Inse Gregaire. She, in person, and a large host 
of champions, came during the night to give the valour of their 
hands to him (Ec^bon). When she found Eoghan before her in that 
imminent danger, she went to aid him, on the spot where he and 
GoU were engaged in combat, she came with the shades of night, 
and rescued him and all the Olann Deirgthine fVom their danger, 
onknown to Qoll Mac Moirne. When Eoghan thus effected his 
escape, without knowing where he went, theur ejes were so bedimmed 
and their intellect benumbed, through their madness and angry 
wrath, that the; mangled the firm rock and pillar-stone that were 
close hj, being under the impression that tiiese were Eoghan. Thej 
. did so, because, by a spell of druidism, the]' so appeared to them. 
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The; all, thereupon, attacked the stone, mangling it with their 
Bwords, so that the name of the stone to this duy is Clock Beartha 
(the mangled stone), in consequence of the mangling and hewiog 
theji gave it witb their swords and hard-tempered sharp weapons. 

Here we fiud that a Leannan Sighe rescued Eugene from 
death, but it is also clear that fairy influence itself wsa supposed 
to be in some degree under the control of fate, or of some other 
power, since she and her host were unable to turn the fortune 
of the day against the valiant Goll and his men. Eadaoiii 
waa not forgetful of her favorite, though he had married the 
daughter of the king of Spain, wlieu he knded in Ireland 
accompanied by the Spanish forces given him by his father-in- 
law, she welcomed him, and gave hira good council, which 
resulted in his success, as will appear from tlie following : — 

"H[ l)-*lciti[xeAti A DITtceAcc t)& a Toii|ft-e*criiA jup 
JAbAbAp cuAi) Ajuf CAtpopc «i> ]x)\x 3pi*Wpo|ic*c Ce«l- 
5U)pe 4 u-&ej|xeftpc atj 0]le«]t), T^&^ijic BAbAO^Tj tj* coioue 
A3uf fCAftAi" j:4|lce po|itje, FoccAf ftSJAij fSfeAl* 61, A 
bubAipr riri V^ I>*lb bo fseAUib &)C| Acr 30 pAib upnjop 
ceA^Air 2t)urijAij, A5uf a ta'fiy\t) 50 b-*lt"iH5ce b|, A3 
t,u3Ai6 SIUacac, A3rtr aj %ot)-^nj O5 bo cUijtjAjb "Dgasa, 
DO bo fiAppijAjb 2Quri)AU ; *3ur F6r> "5° P*!^ V-^]W bj A5 
CotjAipe tijAc 2Q05A tJtrijA, Ajwr *S ^*<^ NjA& lijejc 
tusAiS, A3ijf ijiip buijcAc bo Cbooi) ij« bA pe«ccA]b jAb, 
Ajttf par, 30 pAib 2Q*c M)A& Ajwr CoijAipe Ao 0)&ce xv> 
A5ur loniAb b'uAifljb 2t)un)At) a b-^ojuf bo a 3-CAppuic 
Bbuf&e, Ap cAbAjpc nj6p cuAjpc be|rceApc 2t)urijAt>, aij aoij 
ceAC p-61a, A5Uf, Ap t1' *r "J*"! tp-ht^S"* *3ur *■> mjor* 
TO b'F&sbAir feipe, A3ur Acijb bo T)A|ii)be aij corijpAib rjij 
A3 CA|qori) bo cpjcft eAcoppA, Ajuf 6lp|S Aij0]r bft ij-joi)- 
TAi^e A5uj* cujp buA)p^oii; Ap A b-|;ejfib A3Uf Ap * 
b-pojcipcAcc-" 

There were no tidings of their achievemenia or vojage until they 
arrived at the harbour and port of Inis Grianportach of Cealgaire 
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oil the south of the ialiuid. Eadaoin hasteoed to m^et and welcome 
turn. Eoghan asked her the neva of the dsjr- She'aaid'that abe 
h&d no other news to coromunicflte, except that the chieflMncy 
of MuDSter, and a very particular portioD of it, belonged to Lugbadb 
Allatach, and Aengua Og, descended from the Clanna Deaghadh, 
or theErrnaftQs of Muneter; and also that a share of it was in 
the. possession of Gonaire, son of Mogba Lamha, and Mac Niadh, 
the son of Lughudb, who were not thankful to Conn, nor pleased 
with his laws. She also informed him that Mac Niadh and 
Conaire, in course of their great visitation of the south of Munster> 
were in the banquetting hall at Carric-buidhe ; "and," added shei 
" it is nine jears this month since jou left Ireland ; and jour enemies 
are, during that period, wasting the produce of the country amongst 
them. Arise, now, and throw confusion on their councils and ma- 
cbiaatioDa." Eoghan took her advice and Enicoeeded. 

There are very many curious stories told of the fairies : 
there is no one locality in Ireland that is not I'nll of fairy tales 
connected with its mountains, lakes, raths, hills, wells, and 
even bushes. The great prevalence of this belief, even at the 
present day, is very astonishing, and would be much more so 
were it not that we have ample evidence to prove that it was 
once universally held by the people of Ireland. In the face 
of Christianity, it is strange how it was able to maintain ita 
hold on the popular mind. The fairies were believed to feel 
much interested in haman affairs : some of them were repre- 
sented as being of a benevolent, and some of a malevolent 
nature. In consequence of the power possessed by the male- 
volent portion of the fairy hordes over domestic animals as 
well as man, charmers were called into requisition, and derived 
a handsome revenue from the public for their services in 
counteracting by thdt charms the baneful influence of these 
invisible creatures. Fairies were generally believed to be in 
the habit of carrying away many persons, and of substituting 
for them some phantasm which appeared to the eye of the 
worldling a reality : but children, and particularly nurses, were 
not free from the baneful influence of those kidnapping spirits. 
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There are inmimeraUe Btrange ^ries told of the spiriting of 
children and norses; bat the most strange of all is the spirit- 
ing away the faity-iiispired bard by his muse, or Leaiman 
Sighe. Our bards, not content with falGlting their mission 
amongst their earthly brethern, should fly into the enchanting 
realms of song itself, there to enjoy the fascinating company of 
their mose, where age, death, or trouble should never interfere 
with their pleasures. JVow, speaking of a particular species of 
spiriting away to happy realms, namely, that of the bards by 
their favorite muses. 

It may be said that in modern times, at least, onr bards were 
sni^Kwed to have bad the gift of inspiration from the Leannan 
Sighe. The address to his muse was ever the first composition 
of the inspired ; and the Jjeannan Sighe always compelled the 
person, with whom it entered into a compact, to the promise 
of everlasting nnion. The muse, when her &vorit« entered 
into a compact with ber, extracted a prcHuise that he, or she 
as the case might have been, would acctuuptuty the fascinating 
creature during eternity ; and the semi-celestial being seldom 
allowed the mortal to reside long — at least, not during the 
natural span of life — on earth. We have very many traditions 
about the lamented premature decease of our greatest bards of 
modern days ; and it was always a duty incumbent on some 
one of the surviving bards to compose the Dirge, or Marbh* 
naidh for the deceased brother. Hence we have so many 
dirges on our bards, and so Mthfal an obituary. Perhaps 
the best exemplification of what we have already asserted will 
be found in the following beautiful address to the Iri»h Muse 
or licannan Sighe, by the facetious and patriotic Art M'Cooey, 
the bard, who, by the bye, was said to have been almost 
snatched away by his Leannan Sighe, or Muse, from ihe arms 
of his wife. 
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tijB cWLift CReasajN. 

Us tiiti Chrllc C|ieA5Aiii reAii £iitiA|l me fiAoitt fi^i hiwth 
'S \e b-6m51* "* njainiW cftinic ajn&ni F* w &*in l« t«5 1 
bW 3THi*l& jnir-ftaice 'ci, "r Uidojii 'ija ciaB njdT> W. 
b'e Aii|bveAr Ml bi»i>A|i] bep a; aiiidTic Aifi ai) itiojatV ^5 1 

a fiaI'-FIT' cAtt^QQAis i]A &&]CeAlt tufA A i]-5AlttA|5 b|l«n, 
lice 6in3l6 30 =ApAi6 'r CAjTt IjoiDrA TIAP 'TA poo ; 

So Ci)> 6eAr Al] SbB*llA|6 rjAC 6-FllAni 5*111 AOI) C04B pfein) 50 f3|11| 

5l)edb«iTi AojbijoAr Ani Ij-AlUoift »oe' lijeAllA la riAiffA ceo]!. 

Ho '1J 80 IJAOJ lOfla BCAfA plfAJllfArrUr CU 6f &6AIJCA ^-el66 1 

5o 86 'n ein TA s-etiomw ah Ij^ileAS en a T>eiHc 3A9 ee5, 
LeV linoi) )«AC no f MifOtlr^ tMfc oasApifAi^ leAC riA|t r* t>(><> F 

atj c-Siocag. 
Ma n*FT>A|6 ftJoTl) eeiT^, 61P i>f £o8lu]n) Alp Ai] CAoftrA 60'ij m-\}o\i)il, 
ilcc ir ijAoi beA5 lefnib loe a l)-o|leA6 la cAO|b Sbl^fTO^ ^ 1 
it n).bttai5r<) ceAftc qa q-olUtij bfiQ 50 FoUar A3 biii^Ad ai) ceo]!, 
lJfiScnftc»oij*A5Co*njAlfl'r AitinjAW) l« CAO|b CljlTue^iij 1 

at) Biiift. 

Mj &)iilc*|ij 60 cujHoAiS AiTi A s-cjiui 1)1)8*11 i)A Bfos tm't) on, 
Hct 31m cl*6*itcA Ijonj i^Hiijuiij otij' c*fiA ci. fA cf ti 50 fSiU ; 
!tq cS[l' da A TJjeAllAF lenj' 3baIUi6 cfifc bf ri 05, 
B'& e-qi6i3Fnti) Anoir 1 It^P b-F|or«i &Ait 50 iQ-biWi n >M>|idQ ! 

ap c-stocdj- 

'S * tAOjll") 1*i C*TIAIB ftttlC A njAHWAiro Bo B' JAOlCAjb beB, 

C«ir> 5*1) ^lOeAii) 5*9 eAMiAti) Aib AtiiVAojbeAc b*oc 5AI) 86;$ ; 
Mac m'FeAiir* ^Ofc roAl cAiwfU t« It-Anoif* <M q-blAOtc-folc otn, 
Md't c||t A bei« |^o«a•qA» Fd 5Ac itAbftq a ir-a&n ai cool. 

's 6 tw £tan-5(^i) "wmr s"!* "ArtiA uaiok sAofai c}nf>-c9s*|iT, 

'S so b-F"!' oi5I»« *1 PjeAjA 5*0 re»S4r F*oi I1A5 e'dji 5-cdnt; 
56*3« sUij BAice M61II FlmirM 1*^ 8*nei5eA6 caot, 
Ir caiTiFOA^ SieeAii) Fo MoUaic Aji ija li.OllA)ii) b|*6 a 56)1« 65|b. 
ai> e-Sloc65. 

O CtlOA^BAli) flA CflSAb* no *!) SlCllUim, 'f FO^AOHl fA bl)0|r)q, 

Sijoce at)iNtoA6 1W. b-Fi^ bfcAnA« i»rs*6 *Jii 5AC t>n»S 5« ji** i 

Mac n'f OAtifi t>n]c 'r 9A IttrfAib .t^^Ar n)ire 'eB' CAotb sac i)6|i|, 
M» r*li»« clAOT BAiflff bejc colUtf FAop' c]io|6e s*" »oo f 
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a Tlfo^Ati) lijllir TO&'r ciifeAiijiJm 6ajz n>6 matt iroji, 

B)* 6A54it) roi? t-SaAflAroo, A B-tjtv a)>)AijaiD, WT* Mfeipce ii>6|H, 
SuTlAb 5.C1U cd&AfKA Ai] CI)pcA34|(f leA3l:«ii nfft A 5-CI16 r*") toB. 

THE CLAT OP THE CHURCH OP CBEGQAN. 



Near theclaj of the church of Cregganlslept last night in sorrow. 
And with the dawn of morning a maiden approached me vviib a kiss ; 
Her cheeks blushed like the rose, and her htur glistened like gold, 
'Twas the pleasure of the world to b« gazing on the joung princess. 

free-hearted, friendl; man, consume Dot thjself with sorrow. 

Bat quickij arise and come with me along the wtf, 

To the fair; Land of Promise where the stranger hatb not jet 

obtained swnj, 
Where thou wilt enjo; pleasure in palaces and entrancing strains of 

melody. 

TBB BAUD. 

sweetest princess) art thou Helen for whom hosts were slain. 
Or one of the nine fair shaped mtudens of Parnassus ? 

What Goontrj on the globe gave birth to thee, cloudless star I 
Who bidest one like me to be th; companion along the way ? 

Ask me no questions ; for I sleep not on this side of the Bojoe, 

1 am an humble child, bred at the moat of Qrenoge,' 
In the true bmighia of the bards I openlj promote song. 

In the e?ening 1 am at Tura, and in the moroiog near Tyrone. 

THB BARD. 

I would not spurn thtne offer for all the gold that kings gatfaer in 

Were it not thanklesa in me to part from mj friends that ore still in 
the laud ; 

And that spouse of mine, whom I flattered with m; promises, when 

she was joung. 
Should I now forsake her, I am certain she would pine in grief. 

> Grtnoge, in the couaty of Westmeath ; the moot of Grenoge was a 
renowned Islry residence. ■ST'i'irwOB, to. jonng Qralnne— 5|tftTniie, 
i.e. 511&6 £t|ne, Aine, or goddess of lore. 



Digitized by GOOJ^Ie 



89 

Uethinka thou but not a friend UDong all tb; kindred that mr« itill 

Thou art without goods or gnrmenti, nothiog but a poor witleu 

wanderer ; 
Were it not better thou should'at dwell a while with a joung rouden 

of golden locka. 
Than that the countrj should be laughhig at thj doggrel rbjmea? 

IWB BARD. 

'Tismy acre wonndand plague that we have lost the Gael of Tyrone, 
And that the heirs of the Fews sleep without pleasure under the 

stone hard by ; 
The comely shoots that sprang from Niall Frasach who would not 

leave music without its reward, 
Who would give rument at Ohriatmaa to the " Ollatnhs" that owned 

their svray. 

Since thoie tribes have been vaoquished at Anghrim, and. Oh ] mj 

grief 1 at the Bojne, 
Tbe descendants of Mileadh of the princes who IVeelj gave protec- 

Were it not better for thee to dwell in tbe "Lioses" and I b; tb; 

aide each day. 
Than that the darts of Willy's clan' should be for ever piercing thy 

heart? 

THB BABD. 

O sweetest princess, if it be my fate to be thy treasure, 

Qive me a promise and a bond, ere I go with thee along the way ; 

That, though I die by the Sbamion, in the Isle of Han, or in great 

Egypt, 
It is in the sweet-scented clay of Creggan that I shall lie under the. 

It is no wonder that the belief in the existence of the 
Leaniian Sighe, and in its connexion vith its mortal victim 
was general, when ve read the following eong or incantation, 
composed by the Kev. Conn O'Donnell, P,P. of Newcastle, 

> The followers of WiUiam III. 
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countjr of Limerick, A.D., 1760, for the purpose of ex- 
pelling 8 Leannan Sighe horn Sheela Tavish, one of his 
parishioners. It would appear &om iU Unor that this being 
was looked upon by some people as an incubus or a carnally 
inclined spirit, like those believed to have been in existence by 
some learned theologians of only a few centuries back. We 
have seen many persons who pretended to be favored with the 
inspirations of a Leannau Sighe, but most of these were of 
that class of people vulgarly called Bacachs, who derived a 
good revenue from the use of the knowledge they were sup- 
posed to have acquired from their familiar iuvisibles, who 
always pretended to possess the power of foretelliug events ; 
but when we give the following incantation, probably com- 
po^d in derision, by a priest, it may be inferred that the 
belief in a sort of incubus, or malicious spirit was general. 
No one can doubt that the wicked belief in such beings was 
pretty general when we find that in the year 1324, Alice 
Kyteler was indicted for sorcery, because she had formed a 
compact with a demon named Artis I^ius ; and that through 
the powerful influence of her friends Richard de Ledrede, a 
Franciscan firiar of London, who obtained the see of Ossory 
from Pope John XXII., Anno 1318, and before whom this 
Alice Kyteler and her accomplices had been accased of heresy, 
in consequence of their compact with the evO one, was im- 
prisoned and otherwise persecuted.' It is very likely that 
the Danish invasion revived these wicked practices among the 
Irish, and that whatever dormant sparks of druidical abomina- 
tions lay smouldering in the damp ashes of time, were then 
rekindled, and that all the latent abominations of the pagan 
Irish and Norsemen were again cherished and cultivated. 
The venerable clei^man spoke, no doubt, satirically. Here 
are his verses : — 

> Vide 7VaiiM(!(i'<M« vftht CamJtn Soeitti/./or 1842. 
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91M r-?in)a)R cohn o'-ixwtiijNajLL, ccx;. 

Cfior FfrtinnsAc lOSil «>) co[TQeA« biun ; 

Ifl B-FUjl ri5-6*filt4 o'n ij-bitTOO so se-il-citfcjj tuA|6, 

Srj^oil-cloic qA mjii-lir le citu|i;i;eAinU|l riu^S • 

Ma Ii.ao(f»ro4(i le UofCjB 1)4 feao-IlWS fuas, 

SIJuijA s-cumib 5 Sbijilo 41] rFtto4TA1 ou»riie t 

Ssuftpeaa 50 l).aoi6iU 50 seil^ft&jS cii4|6, 

RjS-be*ij na 6nui5ue 'r lioifftn rli^lS > 

Ojojalcur ir ojb-Fejtis, ir cuFWl ctiuatij, 

Oo tftB*inc bo'o c-ri3-6»fiita TO Sbijite 'r* ecijswai' '"inn ? 

Saojljn) sun rig-b4t>I" 5*1 coinjoiB Ctt4ih 

Oo bfbtliii ofige-cijojo ai) lofi&t] IIua6; 

Ho Fjoit-rpnear 2lo]Ta ij* reaij-twa j b.Cu«6n)aiiMiii, 

Ou r5AO[Iea6 le Biuoiseaec-elir >fA i)-Cai)Ai)i) f -buAn>c ! 

Ssaojljonj le risa-^ooic *i) rpnearM a*iijD. 
T^o le rlliJ-rHeABAjB If 05a tiA nuK&l) Uuie; 
0'» cu|bri|oe 50 cfocjiAi le Seaiiijap tlu«li> 
Cue loise l«Acr«, A 5l)i5)l«i S*"* ="*> ""FaS'l^ ""IW ? 

FATHEE CONN O'DONNELL 

composed this song in order to expel a Lbahmak Siqre, or 

Incdbob from Sheela Tavish, 

The CroM of ChrUt be apoa </o\x, Sheela, gainst jour new incubus, 
Let the true CroM of JESUS protect jou for ever ; 
From thia fair; that )ie» close to joar snow-white bosom, 
Who accompanies joU at night and gives joa hard cufis. 

There is not a fairj that eiiated since the deluge,' even those of the 

white northern strand, 
And of the broad-tapped smooth lioie^ where their hosts assemble, 

< The Irish taj that fairies were a daaa of fiUlen aageli who had not 
been so ^iltj as demons, and therefore were permitted to wander on 
earth Dice Uie Peris. They expect to be re-admitted into heaven ; but 
for this hope thef would long ago baTe destroyed the earth. 

* Liottt. Forts, Ac. These are supposed to be falrj palaces. 
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ThU I will not utiriie by the Ujs of the old Mjingi of the tftges,' 
If th«j will not banish thia dull nudge from Sheela. 

I will writ* to Aoibbeall' of the fair northern strand. 

The Queen of the Bniighin,' and the familiar (ipirit) of hosts ; 

To inflict vengeance with wrath and hard cuf&. 

Upon thia fairy that hanntt Sheela, and sand him awa; from us. 

I luapect he ia a fair; that haa no place of rest. 

And waa expelled from the fair; hiti of Loran Bnadh ; 

Or ia a genuine imp sent from Aoife* of the north. 

That waa loosed b; the expert spella of the surl; Toatha Dedanani. 

Let US eipel to the fair; bills tbia aullen midge A^m as. 
Or to the bright waters of the Lee of the rapid currents ; 
There to be atrongij fettered bj the Shenad hosts, 
Because be slept with jou, Sheela, without oar leave. 

The Danes bad their Elvee, creatures of a diminutive 
Rtatnre, wtio vore low crowued hats ; tlie Danes represented 
the female Elves as beings of young and attractive faces, bat 
hollow behind. The Nisses of the Danes were accustomed 
to assist in the duties of domestic service, and nearly repre- 
sented the Brownies of the Scotch and Ulster Presbyterians, 
and the Diarmuid Va Scndal of Ibe Irish. The Scandinavian 
Dwergar, and German Twei^ have no connterpart in Irish 
mythology ; the fairies of Ireland are represented as beings 
resembling human creatures both in stature and appearance. 
Our mythology, which singularly agrees with that of the 
orientals, states that the counterpart of every individual is 
found among the fairy ranks. It may be suspected that the 

' The powera, suppoaed to have been possessed by the bards, of inju- 
ring even apiriu by the venom of their satire, 

* Aoibkeall. The name of a fairy princeaa. 

' Smigketat, meana a manaion or palace, but the word means tito a 
tairy reiidence, as here. 

• Aoifi, another feliy queen of wonderftil celebrity. 
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inxtd faiij, wtiicb is certainly not Celtic, ma; have been de- 
rived from the Spanish name ^ada and the. IWich Fee ; 
thoDgh some have been inclined to derive it from the Persian 
Peri, but hsd it been so, the attributea of the Peri woold 
have been given to other creatures in the mythol<^ of these 
nations. The Irish have traditional records of the fairy 
chieftains of their respective provinces : The name of Ma- 
nanan Mac Lir, Qod of the ocean, or the Neptune of the 
Irish, will not be easily foi^tteu. He is supposed to have 
remained in Ireland until the time of St Golumbkill, who 
gave him some unexpected tidings respecting his future hap- 
piness ; he left Ireland in disgust, and retired to his favorite 
country Armeuia. The palace of Mananan is said to have 
been on the brink of a lake at Enniskeen, in the county of 
Monaghan. The Chief of Ulster wbo succeeded Mananan vas 
Mac Moineanta, who bad taken up his residence at Scrabey 
in the county of Cavan, Crop is said to be the present cliief 
of the Conuacht fairies ; Donn Firinn of the Munster in- 
visibles. The belief of the Irish in these pagan superstitions 
may be learned from the following Irish song, which will 
ten4 to illustrate the belief in the power of fsiries to injure 
and carry off human beings. The histor)' of its composition 
has been kindly furnished by the Honorary Secretary, Mr. 
O'Daly, in whose large collection the original was found. It 
is very popular in the neighbourhood of Youghal, county of 
Cork ; Mount Uniacke being its scene, which lies about five 
mUes south-west of tliat town. It is said to have been pro- 
duced nnder the following circumstances. 

One of the ancestors of the respectable family of Uniacke, 
of Mount Uniacke, named Philip, was distinguished for his 
hospitality and love of Irish literature j his house was open 
to all the itinerant bards of Munster. The composer, 
William Cotter, snmamed the Red, from the colour of his hair, 
lived near Castlelyous, and flourished A.D. 1737, that being 
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the year in which he composed the song; he freqaratl/ 
visited Uniscke'B hoare, and always shared the bounty of it« 
generous and hospitable owner, Mr. Uniacke fell sick, and 
Cotter having neglected to enquire about his health for some 
time, thought it then too late; because he supposed Mr. 
Uniacke would not recover, but he did recover, and it then 
became the task of the' bard to account for his absence and 
apparent ingratitude. Hence, he says that be was one 
night sunounded by the Munster fairies, who were evidently 
in deep sorrow, and who told him tliat his &iend Mr. 
Uniacke -was in the greatest possible danger — having been 
carried away by the Munster fairies, and proposed that he 
and they should pursue the enemy and rescue their friend. 
All which was done as the poet records. The event answered 
his eipectation ; for he not only freed himself from the 
chat^ of ingratitude, but was looked upon by Mr. Uniacke 
as his deliverer and best friend. 

The peasantry assert that periodical contests have been 
always carried on between the provincial foiries, and when the 
crops suffer from blight, high winds, and the like, they 
attribute it to the fact, that the fairies of the province where 
such calamities happen, have been overcome by their opponents. 
They also aay that such injury to the corn, fruit, &g., does 
not extend to the whole island, but is confined to that pro- 
vince only, and that the victorious party carry with them what 
is valuable, when returning to their own home. This legend 
appears to have escaped the researches of the late T. C. Groker, 
at least I have not seen it in any of his works.' 

< The Iriih held the belief that the Red Wind of the Hills, u thej 
called the blutiog wind, against the iufluence of which they had a 
potent charm, was caused b; the rapid evolution of fkiriei through the 
air, while engaged in their battles. There was another tpeciea of blait 
which was supposed to destroy fruit and cerea! crops as well m having 
power to injure man and beast ; this was caused bj the ashes of the 
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U)U)asD Bua*t) ajijejc co)c)B ccc. 

^Aji b-cfeAfioAiw &'* c*TM'l'' ^ST **'* c8|ii)&jo3|iA]|' .1. Piljb 
<D»jiji)eATiTi&, 6'i} b-FjAbjvAr bo bj A]jt A i)-6ac*iU* 
a.D, 1737. 

a rxfAotire AiT> le«5A rAoTce sac rieAccA, tioT^oiti iM a e-te^ticA rtt^^IQ • 

Do IjOQAbAtt r^ACA rlS^'^'^V letl]' Ajr, 50 CioCftAC A |T«CA A 3.C|tA<>b.pOle, 

Ir )>*iai]r«jU)At> ^"ti 5U|* cUoi6' o^ti^e 6Anj cAftAp. CAoib lioiQ coir T^ataiK 
Cwin* niAt> ltt|rit» *Tf l<H)-Buile CU3AT1JI], ttjije le b-ionjA8 ts^aIca b4 

tnuAj, 

O'f ns^Ar BO cunjaqi) c1^-1as, a^i in. A B^&iHir^e ai) clUTCce cttUAi6 ; 

aciwpr *ii Mic AC* iwir a oocca soajip rseiw 5'^w !6iiw '■r A crniA|ii, 

ft 5I*M5*T> l» Pl'lb, Fftllce 34c nlfii V''^ 'M teAc g a 5))|olUi UU46 p 

Oo r5AO|leAn)airvbAi;TtACI|i;o6iiAciiiiitu^«t ir!>o|BlIe CI)t>Ai3eUtte, 

SftlSeACA ■ija D-jlAlC ir CtlAOffeAC le IJ'AIT, BObJASSHCUeACBO'lJC-rlUAJ 

SsictttiAivn AinAC le bfolcAT cun; caca, ahi B^itiniiiir ArqeAfS RA UocliA ; 
If nQf »1^ Ajtt BACAib CdolA ail bttAiceAlt. ctooiliee i]& atii eAfbAS lUAgr- 

Do 3l6ArAn)All» rVfjonD UocpA le Piljb, ctvSjtj-fsti 5*1 ^VOe a s-coniUiji), 
85 eilfori) 3AC TUllc If n)6|rtieAt o'&ji rsiub, baoii Ajeii)6 CljotjijAcc uaiijif j 
0'» f^ACAiDc Ap ce[t>ce B"6i5re j«o ha nmfa, fiibnt atj luDir FoBlA, 
Oo lSl3Jorf nAfl f>IS=» eifiloiTO, "ija 'if fljocc a e]p8Aii)o;n 5I1C »o sllVAir. 

atw '5ur niir« =ftinii' cunj P|iip, tn».c tioTni mi f ynuro ActuiA ro Ihat"). 
Ir c&rtU 'iiafi 3-eoriiTje t;tiii)AiD 5AC ij-euiije, iicttopr aq bu|lte buA|n l 
Dob' Abate* epuinje hn tj.stjac.bMUj&e cl^fbe, A5 cijacA 'fAS nn"e Aif 6A5A 

5AU CIIIIA5, 

le g»ii iMikAib 5uti c>ic av b&r 1 cu|1I«ai7 t.\iT*A qa rceiije citUAbA. 

dead deposited in forei^ countries retnnuDgr on the breeze of rammer 
to aetda in the ancestral place of burial, vid whaterer otgect came in 
contact with thii diut in the conrae of Ita trannt. soitaineil more or 
less injurj. The dust raised by a spcciea of wbirlwiod it etiU popularly 
believed to be caused by fairies, especially vtieo they ore at war amoDg 
themselves, or when they design to do some m[schieC If any person 
will luTe the courage to cast a small portion of the earth found under 
the right foot into the passing body of dust, then the fairies must 
relinqoish all claims to any human being the; may be carrying away at 
thatUme. 
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cb>^ Hioe cuifl piiib rcwB eAc b« anuo utj-fittp, 545 euiri« ism Asur 
'"Air. 

1r B'»i«)Ai5 nu entile, »pT«i*ie if mrmt, fS-DAcc ir u»tt>= VD-Ji rluas I 
ftp l^Iiil 6eAr la TQUitt 50 e^ftfiUntAitt atl«, Am =^1(175 tquIUltc b|q^ I)-Ca- 

OAIH" 1)A 1-OaS. 

8i| U> T|ij 5AQ rsni* bo tts>i)5AnML|ti bonto b&i) CbalMin CiUe cuApt. 

Co tAiJSAiQAitt Vila Aq CTift)c m TAi) S'CoiQva, aii IftcArri All ilMcce cito6AireA 

ttl) OMQIWAttBAcI 'r A CttMP, bo b'^OAttTl AQ X* ^t^Pi A5 CI)tlCA6 T]A 0^1011150 

t)A lft|B|ti bA clnT«, All ctkUf 1*1 rA t-TtonVA, c&iiie le cins^ e65A|l] QA ttllA5 ; 

Ir Aqi»pi)5wr5t<|or*r3*WE«3Aijrpi'"jA, *iiDfti5A|BnjAt»t|ifi6cu»?oi 

a b-FfOflJ^lfte Aq JACA, Oo f UISQATIJAITI A^ bA|le, Y bo bATQAIII 50 fUSAC 

f feAfCAc, jAu snoflim, 
Co 6fo5AT0Altl CAr5> 'r tcI's 5AIJ r^AC, le afojtiAir oo'q feAft MtuAtiAicc; 
foCTAti) 11T> iJSlic 'r •'f <f-iocA Ajii AD A[cn>e, Aq fiii&jo "& i)*Ti clstc An p6ll«, 
Ir 5*^ Tloi»-tUic no rSAlP. Ain aij m-buSiij aa oo lOASA, rAO|l|iij OAi ceAfic 

Oa 5luAiTeAi>Ati &11 r'AAS n6e, 50 pitiAc liceAc ri>lcTi>Ati reolCA, 

bo bUAfiAS Inn c1mCC« AJTI CtlUAIi bll6in CoqqACC, B'^UAbAljeAC 50|ItC CAIt 

r&ICA; 
bob" ^UAplAoj6eAc Aft 5-cuATtt8 cfnjiioll, 'r tioT>|TAbA5l|i)5 5olj-ei>iAill, 

CUAI) AOlblVn I)A 5-CUAC llOI^CA, V T»il) BlOQlifAtt Aq Outl)lteAtUIA|Ce. 
Dtkltt«A6 TQAtt tOnqA &T>B-ri)AttA CUSAIW, bttll-trAtC If CUtlt« beOftAC JAIJ 

SitoApni 
Mf MTtiifim Ai]ij RO A b-cftiuis bo'5 pMUclj Bob' A|ll« 'rAD S-cp^M "ijSin i 
R&rc^ 1 c>tUe, Bo B&nf j 'r Wf't a; ctt&CA^ Ait 5101170 ir c«f>l lie A)! j-clUAtT, 
SlftB T nrce sun ^tksbAiQAin abo, "r »o caito ai] FomioijD uaij. 

WILLIAM COTTEB THE RED, CECINIT. 

On the recovery of his friend and patron, Philip Uniacke, flrom 
fever which he b&d in Yougbal, A.D., 1737- 

Last night as I tarried awhile on the aide of the greea hills and 
smoothed my cnrling hair, 

I mnaed on the downfall of the sages of the Irish race, musings 
which left me withont sleep ; 

A band of fairj women flocked aroond me, and began to tear thor 
copious tresses. 

They informed me that one of my friends was l^d low, and van- 
quished near a seaport fort. 

' £imi-Btdair. The Hill of Howth. 
*t>ufit<ioAf>B, the Irish name for Uniaoke. 
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Aine. wlio told m« manj a tale of woe, al^bted before me Iik« a Bath 

of lightning, 
" I left," laid she, '■ thj friend behind me, afflicted in a hard contest 
B7 AtropB the wicked, who it ont to-night with a sharp aword 

nnibeathed. 
And has wonoded Philip, who gare welcome to everj hard — u it not 

grief to thee, 0, Oilla Roadh !" 

We set all the troops of Gliodhoa in pmrsuit, together with those of 

Aolhheall of Carriok-lea ; 
Ever; one in the host had an arrow in his hand and a javelin h; his 

I started out on the hills amongst the heroes prepared for rengefhl 

hattle; 
We were all monated on slender steeds that ooold not weary or fiul 

We arrayed a hoit of heroes, whose hlood never cooled io hattle, to 

pnrsue Philip, 
And take revenge for the worth; prize which the slavish crew of 

Oonnacht had snatched from tu ; 
Also to tr; whether thej had a better right to possess a tage than 

we bad, who descended from Heber in Innis FodhUP 
The; who remaned without offiipring in Eire of the kings, (rom the 

days of HeremoQ the brave. 

Aine and I overtook Philip, long before the aerial hosts in the flight. 

We were opposed hj Atrops of the great stroke^ the enemy of the 
human race ; 

But our blows being the' quicker and heavier, we laid the foe pros- 
trate without pitji 

80 that, b; our hands, Death, and roan; more fell in the conflict of 
the well-tempered steel. 

Aine gave Philip a noble steed, swift, and not to be wearied b; 

leaping or speed. 
This renovated the courage, valour and activity of our hosts : 
B; the right hand side of the sea we went, until we reached Binn- 

Eadair of the conflicts. 
And from thence we prooeeded to Derry of Columbkille iu die north. 
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Od thftt da; we «11 uieiabled to engage ia the Tkloront hard-fonght 

conflict, 
TJniacke and his troop were moat fsmoaa in the Sgbt, thimUng the 

ranks of the northern foe ; 
Stout and coorageonslj fought the Dalcaasians, who caine with the 

tribe of Et^hau of the routs. 
And that da; the enem; were left dead and mangled ; and retreated 

like the ebbing tide. 

The battle over, we halted at home, where we feasted in plentj amid 

pleasure. 
We quaffed a thousand and one casks with regards to the man who 

We poured out our strength in wreakii^ vengeance on the race 

unaccuslomed to hospitalitj. 
And every true roan, who was engaged in routing the fallen foe, I 

think I shonld not name. 

Our fury hosts marched forth in glee, in peace, in might, so wisely ; 
They who aided us to win the fight — to carry awaj the crops of the 

people of Connacht, on account of the quarrnl; 
Our visit was destructive, and we did not delay till we came to 

Yonghal, — 
To the port of full goblets, the comfortable mansion of Uniacke. 

There was poured for us, like waves of a stormy sea, white sack and 

other liquors without gmdge, 
I will not mention the quantity of punch the most palatable of all in 

the wide world ; 
Three months and more we stayed with Philip draining glasses, with 



e bade him when the 



company were 



It would be too burthenaome to the reader to give all the 
extracts relative to the LeannaD Sighe which we collected for 
this notice ; suffice it, that at the battle of Clontarf, Aoibheall is 
recorded in the MS. to have promised DubhlaingCyHartagan, 
her favorite, the span of two hnodred jears of pleasant life in 
her companj, if he would refrain from joining his friend 
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Hurchadh in the battle. (yHartagan refused the offer tUrougb 
motives of honor, thoagh hia Leannan Sighe foretold to him, 
the evil conseqaences of engaging the Dants on that day. 
The following extract taken from a MS. account of that 
battle, made hy John Murpby of Baithiaeach, in the county of 
Cork, A.P. 1720, will show the belief in the existence of the 
Leannan Sighe, professed at that petiod: 

r&iD (.1. flosmSe bo bj bo c4]U)b A3 2t)n|t6A6), «n aij to^s 
5r cjoiH) Aij CACA, Ajai" 6 pa feionjS* o PI5 ftipioiji) le c)Ai) 
b'Ain;fl)i ]io]ti)e f)i). T&ftlA a Icai^qAi} l&t)coTi)«ccAc ^t)A 
^AiTi Aijt), .1. SloibioU CbT»*13e tfeice, «3uf bo cuit* atj 
"pejS 7^]A Sf A c^oijt) njup tjafi ^Aorij Aijiijiiiij a)C|, A3ur ti6 

lOUfAJS C)U5A AP C-fluAJ LocUpIJAC II) ijC A ItAjb ?t)uflC48 

Aj cnp 4t» *lf>i ^SUT *** b-*6bAl a cotvlaijij 4p fioccu]u 
Aji 5nAln|i7i) 2t)|j«licAi& 60. By aijij fiij a bfibAijic ^tJujicAft 

A5 ^&ACA]9 IDA CJroCIoU AJ> 3AC IciC ' bA jl IjOIl)/ A^ f*, 

* lib clujiTin) piA}m ASUf FOc|iAtij bu|IUA6A ^bn^UfOS 1 
2liic*3iitj, A3Uf ni ^Aiqii) 6 f fell).' ' Mf cuir bArbr*' (*T* 
■t)fibl«]P3, A3 ce]l3)0i)i) AQ bftAfc be), 'dac h}iA av bjop 
f«u Afi tDO coppr* 3" ^P** ***• liAI1)K6*6 A n&bAitc bjoc J 
Ajnr cpfeiS bo cotijUiTO 3Br »-C|iAt*A, Asur lotjr»1Se*m AP 
njfcj «|t A b-puil 2to]b]oU 6r C)0i}t) ad caca, Asuf bo Se«b- 
AH) T^6aIa ioi1)8a uA(Ci.' Jf Ai)i) ritJj I»5 lODrniSeAbAn }if 
Ajc A fiAjb Sloib)oU, Ajuf bo be«i)i)A]5eAbAi» bj, Ft>e*3jwr 
2lo|bioU fHo 3-ciMi)A& 5-cfeAbi)A, Asnf * r*A6 a bubA^t*^. 
' Ca rA]ttbe 8nic a !2t)bttT*cA&,' Aji r|, ' ceACc cun) At) 
CACA fo AOJ05 ; diiv bo seAbAffi ffejo ASnr bo ii)AC T^o^t*- 
SeAlbAC, Ajuf BrtjAT) BottO]n>e, Asaf Copuitjj b)ac 4>oi)- 
cuAjD, A5ur CaSj O'CcaIIajJ, A311T rodit&i) eile b»r adioJ ; 
A3af bo be^b|{- ^6aIa a^ah) yie a v\t}^r}^ '^*'|C t>A ii)At} 
AH) 6Art) fe :' ASH]* a b6bA|]tc AT) IaO|, Ajni* b'f |ieA3A])t 
8t)nttcAb 1 : — 
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^)b. ' 5fe ¥0*15 bo ibt|i>eAc A 5TI&6, 
Re o-bal bo c&c r«Q 5-CAt ; 
t>-«5Al6 JcaI iDAp tii*o6-fft6U ^A|i5, 
•Do cUocU& A bejVb 'f* 6A\i. 

85**1 beAS *5iir fe llop; 
Nj b-fe 6*3!* njo 6u]]tp 1*10, 
7^4 be*|t* bonj' J06 bul bfon). 

' "tya b-cu]qnrae, cuicF]8 3*|H» 
asttf b|*lb 5*«T»il A3 Ttoirw *p 5-cIa6 ; 
Mf c4i|i|»li5eAT> 50 b-C]' Ai) bfU^, 
2t b-cnicpeAb lert) li,]m jai) ^-cac. 

Slofb. ' 2Q*||%, A 4)I)ubl*iij3, reACAio *d c*t, 
5ii|- *u itjA]b)q * Tii&ttAc ; 
4)0 5e*BA|ii 64 cfeAb bliAJAio bo jift, 
816c fSAdujp c*fc Aoo l^e. 

0»b. ' m qubApr* lR)tiitCAS id3h, 

ajuf ij'i cjteisiofij njo bU6, 
Mfi At) 6a3 r)*c reACAi;c*Ti> 

' Op 'r ftATtitA 61*90* Luitic, 
■CljMS 2^)tc*6 tAfi ce*Di7 fijo co)|ip; 
4>o bft*jir* Ai) <»I»p r*l"Jl^ T«*''5' 
Caji c«*tn) lijic *iitbpl5 feif>e*iro- 

Stofb. ' 'Ctiicn& 2t)aitcA&, cujcpid B)1|Ap, 
^njcf^ib U]li Afi AOi> Tt^Ap ; 
B* &eAfi5 bjAf *o (ijaj *n)ti^c 
6b' c-piHlrf 50 njftp&iUc.' " 
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This wu the precise period of time wheo Dubhlolng Ollftrttigui, 
a ttiry, who wa; the friend of Murchkdh, happened to be stuidiDg 
on the plain close to the battlefield: he had been along time expelled 
in disgrace by the king of Ireland. Aoibheall of Carricli'leai hia 
most potent Leonnao Sigbe, Btood before him, and enveloped him 
Vtth tbe Feadh Fia, becaiue be wonld not conteut to remuD with 
her. He nubed into the throng of the hosts of Lochlaii, where 
Mnrchulh was engaged in conflict ; and wonderful was the bavoc 
which he made when he came to the side of Murchadh. Murcbadh 
having looked around him on ererjr nde, sud, " Methinks I hear the 
Bound and echo of the blows of Dubhiaing O'Hartagan, but I can- 
not see himself." "It is my duty," exclaimed Dubhiaing (casting 
off the garment), "that such a covering shall never envelop mj 
body since it prevents jou from seeing me : give over the conflict for 
awhile, and let us go to the plain over the battle fleld where Aoib- 
heall is, and we shall obtain much information from her." Thej, 
thereupon proceeded to the place where Aoibheall was, and saluted 
her. Aoibheall returned the salutation, and said, '* What benefit is 
it to ;ou, Murchadh, to engage in the battle this day, since yott 
yourself, your son Toirdealbhach, Brian Boroimhe, Conuing son of 
Donchuan, Tadbg O'Eelly, and many others shall be slun today. 
I have other news to communicate, were it the proper time." She 
then repeated the following Lay. and Murchadh responded ; — 



Aoiiheall. Though great is thy courage, my love. 
When the forces march to the battle ; 
Thy bright face tbatglow* with the hue of soft red satin. 
Its form and colour shall change. 

lUvrchadh. I could tell even before the struggle, 
A short tale, and a true ; 
The fear for my own person 
Shall never cause the change of my 



If we fall, the strangers shall also fall ; 
And the Gael shall share their fortresses — 
They shall not be nnmbered till the day of doom. 
The warriors that shall fall by my band in battle. 
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AoHkealt. Tet stiU, Dobhlaing, ftvoid the battle, 
Until the momiDg of the morrow ; 
Thou sh&lt enJD; tvohandred years in life, 
Only avoid the battle bat fiir one day. 

DiAlilmig. I wonldnot fbriake Hnrchadh the Orsat, 
£itber for ailver or for gold ; 
Neither will I tacriflce my bononr. 
To fly that death that cBnnot be avoided. 

The gold and steeds of Olanoa Loire, 
Mnrohadh would give ai ransom for my body j 
I will sacriSce that slender gentle body, 
For sake of the sou of Eire's chief king. 

jUiUualL Mnrchadh shall fall, Brian shall fall, 
All shall fall in the same pareer ; 
"Tis gory the field shall be tti-inorrow. 
With thy haugh^ blood I 

Like the Leanuan Sighe in our text, the faiij Leannans 
irere always believed to be jealona beings; and th«e are 
numerons instances of their jealoosj and vengeance recorded. 
Many of lIieiQ are said to have entertained a passion for favo- 
rites of the hnman race. Aoibheall of Carrick-lea is said to 
have fallen in love with a yoang chiefldin of Monster, and to 
have assumed the shape and appearance of a cowherd's 
danghter, named Sheela Ni Maranan, the better to accomplish 
her desire. She served some years in the capacity of cinder- 
wench, kitchen-maid, cook, and at length rose by her assiduity 
and good conduct to the important station of lady's-maid, in 
which position she obtained the opportnnity of becoming 
scqaaioted with the abject of her love. Many strange 
stories are told of the love of these creatures for mortals, 
and of the talents bestowed by them upon their favorites. 
The Leannan Sighe was also the inspiring mnse of the Irish 
poet ; and I appeal to all who are acquainted with onr verna- 
cular literature, vhether they have ever heard more tender 
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words, or impassioned language than sach as are foand in the 
addresses of the Irish bards to the Lcannan Sighe. 

There has always been, as we have already observed, a class 
of people in Ireland, whose interest it was to keep alive among 
the people the beUef in the power of the foiries. These were 
the Bacachs, who in many respects resembled the gypsies of 
other countries. They had meetings from time to time, at 
which new members were admitted into the fraternity, and 
initiated into their mysteries. They conferred degrees by 
driving a brass nail into the fieasg or wand of the graduate, 
by which be became qualified to follow the profession, and 
exercise its mystic arts. 

The belief in the fairies, and in the power of the charms of 
the Bacachs to avert their evil influences, was by no meana 
confined in past times to the lower classes of society,as appears 
from the following anecdote given by the learned Ware, of 
Dr. Lesly, Bishop of fiaphoe : — 

" John Lesly, Bishop of Baphoe, A.D. 1633, relates of A 
notable Deliverance then happened in his Family of a Youth 
sent to him for help, who was Infested with Evil Spirits, 
(commonly called Fairies) and often carried away in the air 
over tops of bouses, who was recovered and brongbt home by 
Qod's merciful return to the prayers put up for him, the whole 
Story was so full of strange passages before so many witnesses, 
some whereof are yet living, that King C I, commanded (my 
Father, says the his son) the bishop to send him 

the whole account in writing, which he did ; but it was lost 
when papers of greatest Concernment and privatest corres- 
pondence could not escape. I'he Boy was at length Becovered, 
so Bs to be no more molested j and hound apprentice to a 
haberdasher, and, I believe, still alive." Ware's Su/lopt, 
p. &6, ed. 1705. 

A similar story is told of the Earl of Orrery's buller, who 
is said to have been persecuted in bis lordship's ball room 
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by these imsginar; beinga. There were among the eompanj 
some high dignitftries of the established church, and among 
the guests the celebrated Yaleatine Greatrakes, vho had 
obtained great notoriety in coDsequence of the miraculons 
cures wliich he was said to be able to perform by the imposi- 
tion of his hand; bnt all their united efforts could not save 
the victim from the persecution of his invisible enemies. 

It would be a verj inteiesiing work to compare the maujr 
strange rites, ceremonies, and superstitions which prevailed 
amongst our peasantry but a few years since, nud which are 
still preserved, more or less, in some districts of the country, 
with those which are found amongst rarious oriental nations, 
and amongst the Bed Indians of America. There are abundant 
materials for cari^ng out such an investigation, but the neces- 
sarily conSned limits of an Introduction would not permit as 
to do anything like justice to the subject : and therefore we 
will only remark, en pauant, that the superstitious doctrines 
and observances, which prevail, or have prevailed till very 
recently, in Ireland, bear a most wonderful resemblance to 
those which eiist in Eastern nations ; a resemblance which it 
seems bard to acconut for, and which is regarded by some of 
our antiquarians as a collateral evidence, of no tittle weight, in 
favour of the theory of the Eastern extraction of the abori- 
gines of Ireland. 

But though our space forbids us to enter any further into 
this qaestion here, still we cannot refrain from making a few 
observations respecting some of those supernatural beings, with 
whose supposed power and infiuence the superstitious piac* 
tices of many of oar own people are connected. Of these 
beings, the Bean Sighe (Anglic^ Banshee), is one of the most 
remarkable. The present theory respecting her, is, that she 
was once a mortal, but that having been carried away by the 
foiries, she continues to dwell with them, and still retains such 
an interest in the dest^ndants of her human kindred, that she 
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never fails to aDnonnoe, hj het monmrul wail, the approach of 
an; great misfortnne, but especially of death, when it is im- 
pending over any member of the famOj. In some parts of 
Ireland the Bean Sighe ia called Bjve, and Baban, both 
which names seem to be corruptions of 6&&b (pron. bawv) by 
which appellation this being was known in ancient times. 
This word is probably derived from bi& (death), of which the 
Badhbh waa so often the unwelcome messenger, and this is the 
more likely, becanse the Irish word for a raven is also bji&&, 
and its croaking is generally regarded as an omen of death. 
Many strange stories are told about the croaking of the raven, 
and many a strange incantation is chaunted to guard agairtat 
the evil which it is believed to portend. The Bean Sighe 
and the Badhbh would appear to be different uames fur the 
same being : the former, by which she is now known, being 
perhaps an euphemism for the latter, analogous to that of 
Svftuihf for *£p>Mt among the Greeks of old. 

The belief in the Z^A^fe or " Tetch" prevails not only in 
Ireland, hut also amongst our Celtic brethren of Scotland, aud 
has been so frequently brought before the public in the many 
strange stories told in confirmation of it, that we need not 
here dwell on what is already familiar to nearly all our readers. 

That a somewhat similar belief is held in other countries 
also, appears from the curious story which we here give as 
extracted from a London periodical : — 

"A GERMAN LEGEND. 
" The following eitrBOrdinar; letter appe&rs Id the Qermui 

'The Queen Tbereaa of BaTarl& died of cholera, at Munich, on 
October 26, 1654, m alre&dj known. I h&stea to cominunicate ta 
jour readers the following highlj intereetiag and afFeoting details, of 
which 1 caa guarantee the exact veracitj. 

• On the 6th of October, between eight and nine o'clock in tbe 
erening, two princes of the Bavarian rojal family, equal in birth and 
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relationship, were teated at tea in a room of the Ascbaffenburgb 
Palace. A folding door divides this room from another apartmentf 
and a Bmaller papered door separates it from the aote-chamber 
usually occnpied bj the domestics in waiting. Of a sudden the 
latter door opened, and a lady covered with & black veil entered and 
made a low cnrtsej before the two illustrious personages. One of 
the princes, no little astounded, asked the ladj if she were invited to 
tea, and pointbg to the faldinH-door leading into the tea-room — 
where the Queea and ladies were.assembled — gave her to understand 
that she should enter. No repl;, and the lad; vanished through 
the small papered door. Both the illustrious personages were 
extremely Stated bj this wonderful appsrition and its mysterious 
disappearance. One of them immediatelj hastened to the ante* 
chamber, to enquire of the servants about the mysterious Ggure. 
No one had seen it come or go except Asjat, Queen Theresa's bod; 
hussar, who had met it in the passage. No other trace could be dis- 
covered. Both illustriouB persons narrated what had occurred, and 
it soon came to Queen Theresa's ears, and she was so overwhelmed 
thereby that she became greatly indisposed, and wept during the 
whole night. The journey to Munich was fiied for the fbilowing 
day. All the lugg^e and half the ser?ants were on the road. To 
remain longer at Aschaffenbu^h was scarcely possible. Queen 
Theresa was filled with the most sorrowful forebodings. She asked 
several times if it were not possible to remain here. It would be 
too painful for her to quit Aschaffenburgh this time. The myste- 
rious and ominous black lady glided constantly before her imi^n- 
atton. Somewhat calmed, at length, by judicious observatitms, she 
at last sorrowfully commenced the journey, which it was not possible 
to postpone. But still, at Munich, where she was at first slightly 
indisposed, but recovered, her mind was pre-occupied with the 
apparition of the black lady, of whom she spoke to many persons 
with trembling apprehension. She was sought to be consoled by 
saying that the sentries on duty had seen the lady enter the palace. 
But all was in vwn. The idea that the apparition of the figure had 
a wnister foreboding for her life never quitted her mind. Twenty 
days at^r the mysterious evening. Queen Theresa lay a corpse in 
Wittelbacher Palace. I took the above narrative verhalim from the 
statement of the best informed persons, before I had the slightest 
suspicion of the queen's death. The two illustrious persons narrated 
the circumstances of the apparition nunutely to several persons, so 
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that the whole town heard of it next roorDing ; and on the iome 
evening the whole perioimel of the ptdace and the soldiers on dutj 
were strictly eiamined, and requested to state all they knew of the 
matter — a proof that the occurrence cannot he set down among 
ordinary tales." 

Bui; to return to ttie Badhbh. It may be well to give some 
extracls from ancient MSS., to shew what was the light in 
which she was regarded by our Pagan ancestors, and in what 
way she was suppoaed to interfere, and to inflaence, the 
course of human affairs. It ia related that when Meidhbh, the 
great qneeu of Connachl, eet out ou her expedition against the 
Ultoniaus, she met with a Badhbh, who predicted to her, that 
her expedition would be attended with great bloodshed ; as 
found in the MS. account of the Tain Bo Chuailgne, pp. 
58, 69. 

"CitjAC ^e*&b Aft cuIa bo li^jSifT co ^aca ij^ po b'jop- 

5f)Ari) 1*1, fiAlJOP, AOl) bftAI) ^0(1 peATtCAir AIJ CA}tbA)C lIJA 

fA|ttiA6. )r AiijlA bo b'j Ai) ntj^i) np ocuf f]cco coitcuifie 
ocitf cloiSoAti) f:iof)t}btin)T)T)e ii)* lijttj Sejf coija feACc 
i>Airl« bo 6eAT«3 6p, ocnf bttAc bAllAd bjteAC-nAictie ninjpe, 
ocBf beAlj corijbui3e jf A»j itj-bpAC Sf a bfit))T)i>e jijuir- 
cojtcTtA CA0)riH>1TKAC 16], bftAbA dAa^a tfeAri)Ai)bA Afce ; 
bAp Wac bA TTtAf b'fiotju t)eAitjuiije jwIa i>a ceAtii^; a 
nAclA bA copb^ll t^M* ""** pAf'^T'S; Abeul bA bjijuj 
cpe f|i|A ceuftA n}-he&m cyioz A3 Tiuiii) b|i)u-f63jiA a 50CA 
ocui" A3 CA|ij lOiilAbjtA ; seile cji& fiyeACCt, t)Aot)-o)6ce> 
CA^Sle A CT)e|r t^AC a Ijei&eAJ 30 reACCAji a c^toi jte ^-eAbA 
fji-3eAlA le injije copiiA, le Folc,fioi)ijb*!6Q FonSjtbA FUTifiAj 
ceoftA cjtiUn A f nlc piJ ija coaijij, rjijUn ij'ojle c«p a bAir 
T1*P 3" "J-bejtfeAS a colpA }i}* bl*l$' FfeACAf ?t)eA6& 
FAjtitA. 'CjA bo §ijin Ai) ri'^i * IttSioij/ ^p ZOeASbj 'aj 

CA1tl&eAlbA& bo l^AfA OCUf tX) IjOCnfA ACA, OCU^* A3 Z}01)6l 

te)i\K! ijoll-cliise t)-6imoiro IcAcfA 30 cpice o-UIaS Ap 
ceAijij Cad Bo CbuAilsjje.' 'Ci* mt) a ij-beApAoin n" 
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bArijfAp' Aft 2^*66, ' fll 4 njfip iSbAp 64tij.' Afi *d l^Sjou, 
€*60D, ' beAi>6otijAiU bo &a ri)u^i;citt tl/ *T> fl- 'Cj* bo 
iDo rijmircijtri cuP' aji V^aAh. '"peicliutj bADfii|6 fjoc 
Ric (ifiuACAip lueri/ A|t n. ' ^A]i, a T^ejcljob bAOFiii&,' 
An 2t)eA6b. 'Cioijijuf bo cf cti &p rluAIS-"! ?' '2te cju 
fTOJlSeAps TtOJIpA, Ab C1« |tUA&,' Aj» r1- ' 2lc& CoiTcubAji 
]0A ce«r A tj-6*riju]ui>,' Ap 2t)eA&b, ' ocuf Tt&ocAbA|\ 

Ip'eAclACA tUeiri UASa, OCUf tj^ b-pujl tJl UATbOAIjimn t*l* 

UUcAije; Acc «bA)tt fJTilfjrje * T^lj^icliub bArrFiii&?' A^t 
2^A6b, '2te c^u fopbeATiB. *» ciu |inA&/ a^i fj- 2lbu- 

bAlflC 2^A6b, 'aCA COtijrSt**!'' feAlijAID 2t)ACA ItJAC CoD- 
dttbAlIt A U-JlJOir Co»brSt**I& 1"* CCAf, OCar ItAtJCACAf* 

nj'ftAclAiA cii5*njfA; ocnf t)j b-fuil i)| eAslA]!?!*) pi* 
UllcAise. 2lcc AbA|ft f [Of fpi*"") * T^ejclipb bAiTfij&, 
50 b-pAice Ai* j-luAiJ-tje ?■ * ab c]u f0)i6e«.p^ Ab cjii 
ftUA6,' Aj* x^. ' 2lcA CeAlcA|t ibic UjjceACAjp A p-iDlii) 
lOA ceAf,' Afi ^eAbb, ' ocuf ol b-pujl ul eAjUtpAOib piA 
UllcAije ; Acc AbAijt Fit*I'J'>« * Fbejcljub Bauf4i6 P' ' 36 
ciu f:o|t6eATt5, Aft cja twaS,' aj« fj, * ij] b* l|otufA ai) rfl 
ftlA bo leACfA f\rh' Ap ^eA6& : 'oift 6 b)A]& piji &]jt|opiT 
A ^AoobAile, b|A)b beAbcA octtf ioit3lA ocuf fCA|ijt}eo)tEA 
eAco|t)tA nnj con;|ioccA)i} cofAc tjo beipe ic ijo AbADQA ; 
u6 utij cfiAbjom rou)5ce, ijo feAJiA, uo yfAbAije, no F|AbAit)- 
Ia." 

While Meftdbbh remained behind them, she bcibeld a sight that 
filled her with astonisbmeDt, namely, a female form staudiDg b; the 
shaft of the chariot before her. The jouog woman appeared with 
twenty brightly polished daggers and swords, together with seyen 
braids for the dead, of bright gold, in her right hand ; a speckled 
garment of green ground, fastened by a bodkin at the breast vnder 
her fair, ruddy cauntenanca, enveloped her form ; her teeth were so 
new and bright that thej appeared like pearls artistically set in her 
gums i like the ripe berry of the mountain ash were her lips ; 
sweeter was her voice tlian the notes of the gentle harp strings when 
touched by the most skilful finger, and emitting the most enchanting 
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melod; ; whiter than the snow of one night wan her skin ; and beao- 
tifnl to b«hold nere her garmeDta which reached to her bright wtlt- 
moulded bright-nuled feet ; copious tresses of her tendrilled glossy 
golden hair hung before, while others dangled behind and reached 
the calf of her leg, Meadhbh looked at her with astonishment. 
" What art thou doing here, joung woman ?" enqnired Meidhbb 
" I am a foreboding of thj succees and dismay, and collecting the 
men of the four great provincos of Eire to join thee f^ainst Ulster 
on thj eipedition of tlit Tain-Bo- Ouiulgne," replied she. " Why 
art thou doing this for me ?" asked Meidhbh. " Because it concerns 
me much, since I am the hand-maid of thj people," replied the young 
woman. "Whoofmj people art thou?" said Meidhbh. "I am 
Feithlinn, the prophetess of the Fairy Rath of Cruachan," said she. 
."Tis well, Oh Feithlinn the prophetess!" said Meidhbh; "but 
what dost thou foresee concerning our hosts ?" " I foresee blood- 
shed (comingj upon them, 1 foresee power," replied she. ** Con* 
chubhar is under dread in Emania (Eambain) ; for my couriers 
(spies) hare arrived from him ; there is nothing to alarm me with 
respect to the Ultonians ; but apeak truth, O Feithlinn the prophet- 
ess," s^d Meidhbh. " I foresee bloodshed, I foresee (lOwer," sud 
she. Meidhbh eaid, "Gomhsgr^dh of Eamhun of Macha, son of 
Conchubbar, is under dread in Innis Oomhsgraidh ; for my couriers 
have arrived, and I (ear nothing from the Ultonians ; but speak 
prophecy, O Feithlinn the prophetess, that our hosts may know it." 
" I fbresee bloodshed, I foresee power," said she. " Gealtar son of 
IJitechar is in his fortress in dread, and I fear nothing respecting 
the Ultonians; but speak truth, Feithiinn the prophetess," siud 
Meidhbh. " I foresee bloodshed, I foresee power," said she, " To 
me belongs nothing of it, be it thine," cried Meidhbh ; " for when 
the men of Eire shall be assembled in one place, debates, skirmishes, 
and unexpected collisions will occur amongst them, respecting the 
privilege of leading the front ranks, or defending the entrance of 
a river, or attack on a ford, or eng^ng first on the battle field, in 
a struggle." 

Even at the present dav, the belief in the existence uf the 
Bean Sighe is far from being estinct, nor is it altogether 
confined to the lower classes of society. In the parish of 
Modeligo, and townland of Mountain Castle, in the county of 
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Waterford, so late as the beginniDg of the present century, a 
Badhbh, Bo Cbaointe, or Bean Sighe, was in the habit of 
appearing just before the death of any member of the old 
Milesian families resident in the parish. Her chair, which was 
maSe of rough stone, was placed on an elevation over the river 
I'innisk, on the lands of a small farmer named Brown, and 
opposite the lands of Mr. Edmnnd ODaly, of Famaoe, on the 
other side of the river — and, unless it has been removed very 
lately, the Bean Sighe's chair is still to be seen there. There 
are hundreds of persons, now living, who haTe heard her mourn- 
ful wails, and who can bear testimony to the warning by which 
she heralded the death of those only, who belonged to the old 
Hileaian stock. 

The following story of a Bean Sighe, who came to the aid of 
her favorite champion, when in distress, is taken from the 
MS. Tain Bo Cuailgne (p. 114i], which is now being prepared 
for publication, having been presented to the Society by the 
Bev. Patrick Lamb, F.P. of Nevtownhamilton : it will show 
the antiquity of the belief in the Ijeannan Sighe, 

" CAijAfc -i&jxxtim Aij iu8}i t»105Alfl ■•- 6AjinjA|r. b'Acti)|lle 
CuchIa]!?!), ai) cfii bo be]c ac corvftAC TT*1 *U bej Iabc Af» 
Cah) B6 CnA]l5i>e. 'Catjaic ]Ati|U)nj aij piojAit) ^ij t!9 1 
|i]Occ rAn)A)}-ce piDue o beijise 50 I. ^AiDA^rc a^nipe, acu)- 
pot)o rjoij&itaittoe iqit JACA toi. fAiijAirc, 50 tj-bubAipc «i> 
b«i)tpA6c seAf ACitf Afi ti)-beAijij yop CucnlAii^ bo c]- 
Secljc 5AIJ fAj-bA 5At» rijilUft foppA. "Do cbuifi CucuIauji) 
pot& At) uTtcA]|t bf, gup bjuT" itof ca da itj6tt piojoA. T^axjajc 
.1. Ao njdp mojAit) IT) rii) I \t]oc])z ej-CAictie bujbe le)r aij 
c-TT»wc ; C|cci6 )ATiT«»n 'f TT Mw *«* t*T liUDAfc fA cbof a 
CovficnlA}i}t). 2lu pAcr jio bA] CucuLa|i)i} ac a bjcup bo 
V° S"!" lot") upc*!*!^* ^V-^ conjpAjp « clfejb ft; ocnr 
r&i>Aic ]ATt|ion} ai) njap ti]03ur<j 1 mochc XA)6cei jAipbe 
Sloife : qAij 5A|i(|cc jw b) CacullA)tit) ac a cup be po 
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301U Xetfch 6. Bo *|p5i& Fe*n5 Cncull*iui? Fi>ir> 30 !«> 
50117 be'u 3AC boils fe." 

Tbe great princeui Earmais came with the view of iojuring Ga- 
chullainn while he was engaged (in single comb&t) with the valisnt- 
hero, on th« Tun Bo Ohtuutgne. The priaceH came in the shape 
of B white and red cow, accompanied b; fifty cowi, baviog a ohun 
of bright braaa between everj two of them. The female band 
excl^med, " let gem and oar bann be upon Cuchullunn bo that ho 
ma; return without impediment or harm,"' Cuchullunn cast a dart 
at her and therebj broke the ejea of tbe great princess. The potent 
princess, thweupoB, cune in the shape of a black eel with the stream ; 
and contrived to worm herself ^oond the feet of Guohollainn. 
While Cnebollainn was endeavomring to eitricate himself from her 
hold, he received a cross wound throngh his bosom. The great 
princess came again in the shape of a rough grejihound ; bat though 
it took Cnchullainn only a short space of time to put her from him, 
yet Loich wounded him. The auger of Cuchullaiun was thereby 
excited, so that he wounded him (Loich) with the Oath-botg. 

Few people would suppose that the vind vaa once an Iriali 
deity, bat if the; onl; take the trouble of esaminitig the singu- 
lar habits and customs of the isolated Irish peasantry, they 
will find that there is everything to warrant snch a supposition. 
We take the liberty of quoting an extract from Ber. Charles 
O'Conor's wc»k in support of this statement 1 — " Hiuc 
jusjnrandnm solemne nsque hodic Eati dicitur. IV. M^istri 
ad aim 467, inqniant, " cAcb ACA-ftAfv* 1*1* LAISiJI^b foji 
Uvo5<if )ie tijAc NfeiU. Ro 5*b boij l,40S*iiie in*? ^*^h T]V, T 
bo (lAb LA054iiie jitAt. SpfejiTije t "^AO^te, T 1)* bul bo 
1-A|3Q|bl) D^c c|oc):a V^^J^^ ^T*H ^l^V ^T^ l6S<<S^'T "n^h^" 
(i. e. Pnelinm Vadi — Quercorum gestum a Lageniensibns 
contra Leogarium filium Nialli. Gaptus est autem Leogarins 

■ It appears that the draldesiei who accompanied the fury ptincess 
Earm^ became fHende of Cachullainu, when they saw him— he was the 
meet handsome person then liTiag— and fell in love with him— this was 
one ot hit buadha. 
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in praelio istOt et juravit Leogarius Ju^urandum SoUi et 
Veati, et £lementorum, Lagenien8ibu3, non venturum se 
contra eos, durante vitik, ad intentum iatum) nempe ad tribu- 
tam bourn irrogandum, quod prselio isti praebuit occasionem. 
Fostea, paucis interjectiSj ejusdem Leogarii obitum ex Etlini- 
corum relationibus his verbia euarrant ad ann. 458. StcbAcb 
\tx&oh CAirn ebiTi fen- T ?llb*ii7.i. b* cijoc ]«6 feio fjlec 
lij U^b T=Aol«|t), 1 5t*I*'J T 5*0^1? (to ti)A|tbl) fonjb, *!« fto 
r*t**lS 1*^> *^'"' i^'j ^ ri'J Acbejic Ai) Filf — 'bujle 4)6 *» 
HAegAib pAicb — Cue fAC bA]! ad bi]r t^oj* j-ai) p^jlj* 
lustead of tbe Bev. Doctor's Latin, we give an English trans- 
lation : — He (Laoghaire) vas slain in the district of Cassia, 
between Ireland and Albain (Scotland), i.e. two hills are they 
in the couutry of O'Paolan; and the Sun and the Wind killed 
him, because he violated his oath to them, and so the old poet 
sung: — "The divine elements, whose oath he violated, pro- 
nounced death against the King." And the Sev. Dr. 
O'Conor adds, " Eandem narrationem Ethnicam, iisdem fere 
verbis, servaverunt, ex vetustis carminibus, Tighearuaohus, 
Annales Inisfalienses, Ultonienses, et Bnelliani." Prol Ixxiii. 
The Badhbh, or " Fates," were unquestionably beings that 
were once held in veneration by the pagan Irish, and their me- 
mory has reached even our own times. The belief in the 
Badhbh was probably connected with that which existed as 
to the powers of the wind, which was a pagan deity, visible 
only to the pig and the goat, and whose appearance was so 
terrific to these animals as to force them to hide themselves, 
as best they could, from the ghastly god. The Badhbh was, 
no doubt, the CpeAitfuii} or Fale, and the wind having so 
much influence over the CjijeAtbuiij, it must have once been 
considered one of its handmaids. The following curious poem, 
taken from an old MS., will fend to exemplify the above : — 
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ruaR NO cjNeas^ajN. 

■Do ge^b bnAc ir 60 geit biAti ; 
)r ijj b-FA5«i?u, o * ci5e4t«)A, 
9lcz 71)0 bi«ft ir 1)0 bjtAC 

Sp nj*C bftAtlCAJl AJt jAOlft I b-tnAjS, 
BeifieA6 buAift, beiT«eA6 biortjb«A|6 ; 

5oitJce4it «, jr 5oioj:eA6 ijeAc, 
Snl cfeib All ijCAti) ijA pAitijeAU. 

ap'ttjAC beAptAj* Aft jAOic A i7-be«5 

<t>o seib njiU ir *» S^l^ "'^^T J 
B]a6c«]i IT)* i\$> 

ft*t*wi5 ir oimsiS- 

TsaIU aij 6ip At) jAOifc A ijom, 

5aOC If tMApt* bo DA JAOCAlb; 

au njAC beA]icA|i fAt) 0-S*®l^ tf-jl*!''* 
N^ biA& eAfbAiS Ajse. 

?llf CAIJ t>AC luAirSIOiro AT) 5A0|C, 

2ifi ^uji tijiise t)A Aji ^itAojc; 
Noc A ij-3eii)ceAti at>i) fl^j 
2lcc o]r)6i&e po AtijAbAiij. 

TRANSLATION. 

The son (child) who is born when the wind blows from tl 
Shall obtain rument, and shall obtun food ; 
He shall obtun from his lord, 
Onlj food and rwment. 



Digitized by Google 



114 

The ion (child) who is born when the viad blows from the north, 
Shall win victor; and be eubject to defeat; 
He ah&ll he woanded; be ahaU wooud anotheri 
Before he shall aacend to Heaven of the As^Ib (die). 

The son (cbild) who is bom when the wind Ib from the Bonth, 

Shall get honej ; he shall get fruit ; 

Id hU house be sbal! entertuu 

Both bishops, and miuical performers. 

The localitjT of gold is the wind from the east ; 
This is the best wind of all the winds ; 
The son (child) who is horn when that wind blows. 
Want shall never reach him. 

Whenever the wind does not Mov 

Over the grass of the plain, or the heather ; 

Whosoever is then born. 

Whether male or female, shall be an idiot. 

It is very well known that the orientaU, as well as the Irish 
believed the wind to be a potent deity. There can be no 
doubt that there is a very general belief, even at the present 
day, amongst our peasantry, in the power possessed by the 
wind to inflict evil not only on the vegetable world, but even 
on the animal creation. This baneful influence is called in 
English, " Blast" The Mahomedans believe the wind which 
blows from Syria Damascena, to be one of the signs portend- 
ing the approach of the last day ; (vide Sale's PreHm. 
JHscouTseJ. The royal serpent whose name was Sanc-Aa-naga, 
or Sanc-Aa-mucha, was a most malicioos creature, whose breath 
was a fiery poUonoua mtid that burned and destroyed animals 
and vegetables to the distance of a hundred y^ans round the 
place of his residence : his breath was believed to the the tamunt 
or Aot envenomed wind, which blows from the mountains of 
Hnbab, or Snake, all over the deaert. Like our charm-mon- 
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gen who make use of spells to counteract tlie baneful infla< 
eucea of the Sed Wind, so, if we may believe the ancient 
books of the Hindoos, tvo Bickia, or Saints, named Agasti 
and Aatica, volunteered their services to put a stop to tbis 
intolerable evil. The first named of these, having used 
harsli measures towards the mischievous serpent, met witb 
the most success, and, according to the Brahmios, rendered 
him not only tractable, but even well-disposed, to all who 
approached him with respect : he even reduced the wicked 
serpent to so small a size, that he was able to carry him 
about in an earUien vessel. Crowds of people are now said 
to worship the serpent, at the place of bis residence near 
CaU, and there can be no doubt but that this was the serpent 
Heredy mentioned by the learned Dr. Fococke, in his work on 
Egypt, which, he believed, in consequence of the vast heaps of 
bones found before bis grot, was worshipped by the Mossol- 
mans : as for the Christians, thej also believed Heredy to 
possess great power, but said that he was the deviL Yide 
Traat. Asiat. Soc., vol. 3, pp. 344-345. 

Seeing how much the influence of the wind, as a pagan 
deity, was dreaded by the ancient Irish, we need not wonder 
that even in the present day, innumerable superstitions should 
exist as to its power of inflicting evil on men, as well as on 
cattle and crops. When a whirlwind, or what modern phil- 
osophers have been pleased to term a iand-tpoul, appears, it is 
generally termed a fairy wind ; and it is firmly believed that 
the fairies are either at war amongst themselves, or are carrying 
away with them some human creature. In snch cases, if the 
person, who sees this wind, will stoop and pick up some of the 
earth or gravel under his or her right foot, and throw it 
against the wind, the fairies must immediately release anj 
mortal who may be their prisoner. 

But it is full time to close these remarks, and to introduce 
the reader to that mysterious being, Conan of Ceannsleibhe, 



Digitized by GOOJ^IC 



116 

and to the strange substance of his (jueriesj and the still stran- 
ger replies made to them by Pionn Mac CnmhaiU. This 
Conan resided near the Lake of Inchiquin ; and it is more 
than probable that thej are his reinains that are interred under 
the stone inscribed with Ogham, on the mountain of Callan, 
and not those of Conan Mael, the Fenian chief, as asserted 
by Theophilus OTIanagan. 

The MS. from which our test is printed, as also that of the 
former volume, published by the Society, was made by a 
celebrated scribe named Eoran, who resided at Porllaw in 
the county of Waterford in the year 1780; and both versions 
have been carefully collated with other copies preriously to 
being put into the printer's hands. 

NICHOLAS CKEAENET, 
Memb^ of Council. 
Dublin, Nov. 1S65. 



The Council of the Ossianic Society regret the unavoidable 
delay which has taken place in the publication of the present 
volume. They have, however, spared no exertion in endea- 
vouring to render it acceptable to the members of the Society ; 
and they have to return their best thanks to Mr. Henry O'Neill, 
who has done so mnch for the illustration of the remains of 
ancient art in Ireland, for his kindness in presenting the So- 
ciety with the three beautifnl initial letters which adorn these 
pages, and which were engraved by Mrs. Millard of Mary- 
Btreet in this city. They are exact representations of iUami- 
nations in the Book of Kells, a MS. of the sixth centnry, 
now deposited in the library of Trinity College, Dublin. 
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[TUe chace ; Fionn is deserted by all his men, except Dior- 
taing ; he falls asleep ; on awaking, he orders Diorraing to 
procure materials for a temporary hut, while he himself goes 
to seek food for the night; Diorraing discovers a dwelling 
house on the margin of the wood ; Diorraing and Fionn go to 
the gate to demand hospitality; they are informed it is the 
bouse of Conan of Ceann Sleibhe ; are admitted and meet with 
a friendly reception ; fionn claims the hand of Conan's daugh- 
ter in marriage, by virtue of a previous contract entered into 
between them ; Couan binds Fionn under geasa to give true 
answers to certain queries which he is about to propose ; the 
names by wliich Fiona was known in his younger days; his 
account of his vow to leap over the chasm of Brice Bloige once 
every year; an account of the man who was wont to leap over 
bis own grave, and demand erie from his murderer — (a pagan 
myth] ; names of the best, worst, largest, smallest, most active, 
and most inactive members of the Fenian body; the history of 
Soc, the Irish Cyclops ; the natural wonders that existed 
among the Fenian people ; an account of the hospitality of the 
hoase of Guana ; representations of Energy and Sloth, the 
crimes of man represented by a ram ; an old hag with a gray 
garment made the representative of old age ; the sweet and 
bitter fountains of truth and falsehood ; marriage ceremonies 
of thepag^ Irish; Bran and Sceoluing, Fionn Mac Cum- 
haOl's &moua bounds, his aunt's children ; Fionn courte d by 
two sisters named Milacradh and Aine ; Milucradh decoys 
him to Sliabb Guillen, and changes him into a decrepit old 
man, in her drnidical lake on that mountain ; the means by 
which Fionn obtained his prescience ; the history of Neoid the 
god of penury ; the history of a yonng woman named Eadaoin 
of Sliabh Caoin, who bound Fionn under a geaaa ; the three 
falaely-aimed spear casts made by Fiona ; his marriage with 
Finndealbh, the daughter of Conau of Ceann Sleibhe; his 
vision; he attends the wedding feast accompanied b^ a 
thousand Fenians ; the Tuatba Dedanans plot his destruction ; 
they assemble and attack Fionn and the Fenians ; account of 
the dreadful battle fought on the occasion ; the conclusion.] 
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JUS AjAf t^lA^AC ctlon^^ot^cAc, fAOTt-Aoib- 
ITtO, bo conjCiw* lo 'FioiTO njAc C1jmi^]ll 
*3*r '« 'FiATJOaife sl&u-Aili>e 5*0166*1, 
Bin) OjO?W;' 5r Loci) L6|tJ,' ASAf -pS cjijo- 
cA\h b-'peAji Stjojtc ;■ a3*t f& ]h C})oi)1)A]H 
SAbpA.* "Do TfieACA&i AD c-feils TTJ 1*5 
tr5 fljAb uji-AOibiUP SiAOCAi&e,' 5U|i UACAbAft Sf fji) pa 
flS)6cib bAjip-sUrA, AjAf pB 6oip«aI5At6 ftAittjije boi-eo- 

l«]f, ASAf l^ft CIJOCAlb COftftACA cloC-JAJlbAfi CeAPD-JIUA)>, 

*S*r F^ njS^SAlb t»ftI5-F*I^rl''''S* ^* S-cploc f6 c6irijt>eAf* 
b6]b; A5Af |ia loppTAjS jac cAojfeAC T^ftjpije bjob a ]oi}Ab 

Uft&AlcA, AJAr A lJltA)|t leiJCe, AJAf A be&)t)tDA bAOJAjl, 

tijAp A 5-cleAccAbAoir corsAjt 3ACA fejlse &o cuft pojriK 
T\V i ASAf bo lfe|5eAbAjt f6Af&&r> r>A fftilse T'c^^TvApA]&e 
f|ij t:5 pA coillce 30 coicceAiji>; 3UTt cmijteAbAnnA&A piofi- 

luACA Af f &f A)?A|b ; AJAj- rQJolcA TIJOI73-PIIA6 CAJl n>AO]l- 
eAt}l)A]b; AJAf flOIJIJAICC Ap re*Ctl!HJ, AJAf bftOJC Af 

bftnAd-clAfAib, A3Ar eojij Ap e|C]ollA, A3Af Iaojs aIIca 

Afl lllAlC-pfeltl) J A3Af bo l6|3]ObAJl A 3-C0)D S-CpAOfACA, 

' Cope, Tore, now Tori monnttiii, cont^uDUi to the Ukas of Eillar- 
■aey. This celebrated monntidu adds gntndetir and EDblimity to the 
guirounding Bceiiei7, and enbanceB in no small degree the beantf of the 
adjoining landscape. 

■ loci) Le|i), Loeh Lein Ib the old Irish name of the Lakes of Eillarae;. 

* FeAjtA lt}or*c> ^ district in the west of Eeny, now Corca-Dnibfane, 
or CorcsgDln7. 

* Iblj CboQAlt SAbfut, now the bwony of Oonnelloe in the coonty of 
Limericlc 
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THE FESTIVITrES AT THE HOUSE OF CONAN 
OF CEAOTJ-SLEIBHE. 



.VlLT-PRODUCnVE, traly- 
nnt cbace and etag-hont was ap- 
ed by Pionn Mac Cnmhaill, and 
noble, handsome, fair-featured 
ins of the Gael, oo the monntain 
of Tore, which towers over 
Loch Lene, over the district of 
Dd Hy Coonall Gabhra. The 
tended by them over the greea 
ntain of Eachtaidhe, and from 
ead over other green-capped 
rough dense impassable woods, 
-ugged, reddish hills, and across 
[tensive plains of the adjacent 
iry Eenian chief choee the place 

»_.e suggested, his starting point, 

and the pass of danger, where he had been accustomed to ex- 
ercise his power in every chaoe, in which he had been previ- 
ously engaged ; and the shouts which they raised in the turns 
and doubles of that hunt, re-echoed thmughout the woods 
around ; so that they started the nimblest bucks in the forest, 
caused the smaller red-farred game to clamber up the sum- 
mit of the rocks, scared foxes astray, aroused badgers from 
the mountain clefts, drove birds to the wing, and fawns to 
their utmost speed. They then unleashed their ravenous, 

* CAccAi^e, alias SlUve Augbiy, a mounttuD ^toated bettreen the 
countieB of Clare aad Qolwa/. 
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StcG cdAbfM, bA lA^tq-SeATis UoCi A5«r bA cru>)&eAri5 
coitjj *5*f b* coi-SAficAC, c6-Tubu]8e*c 7'1*(Jt)A 6uiiot»j 
A b-A|cle ij* rejlse f*orji«i&e feAfb4i)*]&e f|ij. 

CjoS CTt&cc, tj^op f*tj A b-^ocA]rt 7-blUP *i7 V& TIT* *cc 
4)[07ifu>ii}5 tijAc 'DoSAftbaiij«i&' Ain&iD. " 2t)Aic, a 4>blopP" 

30 3-C0&U nj6; 6ifi }j njoc bo eipseAf a t)}tt, A3«f bA 
lijAit At) fijoic-feiTi3j8 t>o'v C] b'eiiiseScAfi Ap catj oac b6A)M 
A^ioe ATI TS*]l * CU13 loftAft jbip ft A3Ar IftAf Iaoj j tjo 
A|CQe Aft dnjlle At) co^U feoc bn)lle t)A bAfttU]tie." Stcc 

CeAbDA, ralClOf a COIftCim fUAll) A3Af f&rij-CObAlcA TOft AIJ 

Pis T^I'"'* j 30?* *'' * F*I^ ^'^ ^i *""» * cttl]c e]ii3e bo'i> 
l6 30 b-c&)ujS A bu]6e foji ai) ij-STtfeji? «|ii) tjSija. 

4!>aIa ija 7^6|iji>6: bo ftiitsiobAjt d'v c-ret^Si S'*^ f ^sbAbAii 
T^IOD"? 101JA cobU Ap cA|ii) Cbiiu Sljlfeibe, A54)- 't)ioiitiAiu3 
43 A cofitjeAb, 50 ij4|t b-fBAf b5)b ca bub-fejls }om -ju-hA^ 
bA|i ; ASAf At) cAp bob' f AbA le DjofipAjtJS bo b^ T-joijij jotjA 
coblA bo 6fiiTi3 6, 43Ar itrorlor **o *"? 7^biAt)u b'^i3bfc]l 
t)A rejlse, 30 ijAC 3-ciiaIa 3IA08 t>& peAb tt"* haca. 
"Jr beiiie Iaoi 'ca. Aito/' *!• T*j "*3*r "Jl le*i)f aid At) 

Yh}Aim A Docc } ACT 6m3i&-n v^ *v 3-coiU, a 'I)bioMtAiD3, 

A3Ar CAbAITl A&bAJl boCA A^AJ btAl-fSaCA IflAC, A5Af JIA- 

6Abf A b']AttTiA|& cafb da b-o|6c6 cusaidI-" "J^'inwig 43]- 
0ftriA]D5 Af A b-Aicle flD. A5Af DJ C|AD bo cuAjS AD CAD to 
cotjAjpc Bpiii5«AD' cA]lc CAob-folnii", a 3-CIUTtJ4ir TJA 

I b|opTiA|i)5 mttC tM^|iBaii)&|6, (Dioming the mn of Domhor Damlt. 
aidh) a renowned Fenian Chief i his name occnro ft^quently in Fenian 
compodtioni. 

* brtniseAn, BnUghean, (pron. Brtm), in popular eatimation ii a faiiy 
palace or place of abode : the Bnighin was onqoeitionably a Bubterra- 
nean dwelling ; ftir we road of many braighins in oar MS8. Bruighin 
Cheise Corunn waa one of those celebrated places of abode selected by 
the Toatha de Danans. Ware, speaUng of the subterranean cliamben 
foond St Corrin in Sllgo, my :—•• To this we may add the Carei of tht 
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Bmall-heitded, angrj, uimbte houuda, and by a Bimultaoeoaa 
jnovement in concert, set them upon that abundant chace. 
Nevert}ieles3, the hands of heroes were stained nith blood, 
hounds were mangled and gory, jet the Fenians o£ Eire met 
success, and proud they were of their bounds on the occasion 
of that laborious clamorous hunting match. 

It so happened, however, that none remained in attendance 
upon Fionu that day except DionaiDg son of Dogbardamadli 
alone. "Well, Diorraing," said Eionn, "do you assume the 
post of watch and ward for me while I sleep, for I arose early 
this day ; and it is an early rising when a person cannot ste 
his five fingers against the sky, while reclining, or distinguish 
the foliage of the hazel from that of the oak." The Eeuian 
king, however, fell into a pleasant slumbering sleep, in which 
be remained from the rising of the morning until the sun 
shone in his golden lustre in the evening. 

As for the Eenians ; they gave over the chace after having 
left Eionn asleep, on the earn of Ceann-Sleibhe, vritli Diorr- 
aing in charge of him, and tbey knew not into wliat nnex- 
plored wilds they had been led in conrse of the pursuit. When 
Diorraing was tired of Eionn's long sleep he awoke him, 
and told him that the Fenians must have abandoned the chace, 
since he could not bear either a cry or whistle from them. 
"It is the close of day," said he (Pionn), "and therefore we 
will not follow the Eenians to-nigbt. Go then, Diorraing to 
the wood, and fetch materials for building a hut and an 
inclosnre, while I will go to seek provisions for the night for 
us both." Diorraing, accordingly, proceeded on his way, but 
had not gone far when he discovered a strong, well-lighted 
Bruighin on the margin of the sheltering wood close at hand. 

Bill, or rsther Rock of Corren in the said codd^ of Sligo, where nitliin 
a Bteep t-oA almost iaacceasible entrance, antiqniC/ has formed out of 
the verj Bock mao; Strange Hftbitations, nad Keccsaes on the west Bida 
of the Rock, they call it GianCt Houte. Before tUese Caves is a path 
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co|lle cliit*lt«« !<")* i8ii?-^5*r J *3*r "!"> ^^f i)*ir i» 
T-SfeftU cum 'Fbiijn- " ^iSiow s'a lj.ioi)t)r«i&ft " at* ?]<>««. 

"6in 1)1 6ioi)5D*itj TAOtAiii)& F'^ir'S''**'''* T'*'' ^1^ T°' *5*r 

bopuf Ai? Ouu«>, A3&r bAi<T]b f>*r-ctiAui) T»ir ■*•' ij-^opor- 
BiiDi& Ai bojnresfp c&cA, AgAf T^iA^nAiSior c]a )j-t*t> 
pfeji). *' <t)i«r ^ muiijqjt T^b'iw nic ConjAiU," aj* "^i- 

opti*l<f3- " S^eS ulTije AJAf «TibjuiSA6 opuib," Ajt *u bSllt- 
^oip "ir olc &6bAti btt|t b-tuTiAij- Oo'ij bAile ri- ^If *r ^ 
■ploijiT bo ri)Aiii6 ArAjyt A3*r nj^fcAII* *5*r ce*citATi &«A|tb- 

tiiicpe ^in At) bAjift n- *s*r ***if *5*r m^cAjp a mi. -, 

ASAf Ar fe cA fAi) tij-bAile ri' CoDaiT C}j]Vt) Sblfejbc, ii)r 

A D-AbAJlCAtl CoijklJ CblUT) Sbwrt)AIH6» J Blfl Af ft 'FlOIJI) 

eu3 30 b-feiT»i'J'> An ^^'^r *» *3*r r^t^AiTe ujapa puas 

le|r Alt cliiiS tocA tu]ji3 bo lATt|t*i& riiic aij Ioitj, eAfioij, 
«D cloi6eAii) ; ASAf bA FlOT* i)* F*^ t?'' "I^® ^ ftfeADAiJj 
le pioijij." 

)r *'''' ri" '=*i*> ^^ "^ipreom ca^ Air, AS*r twccur 

COTjM) coiciiu AjAt cuAttur5bAil t)A bni&t)e f*"? b<»T'">r *>«• 
aci 63-lAoc vonnmrb* TIOOD-Iiac ado," All rft. "KeAit- 
ArijAil, T^ititAijcA, i:iop-iiJ*!re*c, i:ei6in)-lAi»iit, 30 tijAife 
cpocA A54r t«l^^< *5AT Af 6 Ar ID* »o m|leA8Aib, A3Ar 

of aTjOBtlOOpacesloog, cut Ukewiie Dutof a»Rocki,"— JKure^n/iV. 
p. 15a Dub. Ed. 1705. pWe Tract de ttructtra Hib. MS. Bcct. bpuT- 
jeAi), or bnii or Tminne. i-e- tlie Bruighin or Bro above the Bojne, the 
renowned druidical academ? of aieijsur 65 "i*c ■»" OijBae, U now well 
known u the Mmple of New Grange, county of Mealh. Like some phil(>- 
Kiphert of ttie olden time, the Tuatb* Dedanan druids wtxe wont to teach 
their arts and sciences in ckvefl and chambers, either hewn in rocks, like 
those of Corren, or in large places constructed like New Gmnge, and 
Mananan Mac Lir's house at Donamine In the county of Monaghan. 
This habit may have given origin to vulgar opinion that the Tuatha 
Dedanane understood the secret of rendering themselves immortal, and 
thuB became Tfse (everlasUng beings) or fairies. The temples of Boud- 
hou, in Ceylon, are constructed in the eaves of the rocks, and the priests 
H well as the idol are aU dressed in ysUo* garments, like those worn by 
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Heietorned irith the intelligenoe to Fionn; "Let ue proceed 
to it," said Fionn, " for we ought to andertake no labour or 
bniiding in this placCj since strangers dwell near." They 
then proceeded to the gate of the Dun, and knocked at it 
The porter thereupon presented himself, and asked who they 
were. " We are two of Fionn Mac CumhaiU'a men," replied 
Diorraing. " May poison and a crushing into pulp be your 
portion," exclaimed the porter, " your visit to this place la 
anfortunate; because it was Fiona who killed the father> 
mother, and four brothers of the owner of this place, as al-^o 
the father and mother of his wife ; and he who lives here is 
Conan of Ceann-Sleibhe, who ia also called Conan of Ceana 
Sumaiie ; because it was Fionn that first brought liim to £ira 
from Snmaize of the Bed Sea, on the margin of Loch Lnrg, 
when he was in search nf Mne-an-loin, i.e. his sword; it ia 
true that all these acta of treachery have been perpetrated by 
Fionn." 

The porter thereupon returned : Couan asked him the 
quality and description of the parties at the gate. " There 
is," replied he, " a young, courteous, fair-haired, manly, 
puissaat, truly handsome hero, powerful in action, whose sbape 
and couuteoajice b formed ia beauty's mould ; he is the largest 

tlie ancknt Jriih. Sevud bean Atrtber testimoDj' to the grandeur of 
the eicaTatiooB at Corren i— " Corren, a rock bo called. Bit in Co. Sligo, 
proT. CouDaaght ; remarkable for ita caves, Bometimcs called tlif Cionf't 
houte. A path is cat in the rock before the cave, 100 paces long, which, 
after a tCeep difficult descent, leads to some very curioua recesses." 

■ Cut], the Dm (proa. Doon) was a fortified reudence ; and there are 
reaaoiu for believing that large forU&ed moat* surrounded tiie old duus 
of the primitive Irish 

* Ce*,im Sunume. The Head of Sumaire of the Bed Sea, is probablf 
■ome district or mountsia in Arabia, bordering on the Red Sea. Tbi« 
la not nnlikel]', because the Arabians in the olden time adored the sun, 
moon, and seTen «erpentt, and reliques of a somewhat similar worship 
■re atiU traceable in many parts ^ Ireland. Borne are of opinioD that 
Sumaire is the Irish name tor Samaria. 
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bi>|t)eAijbA; «3Ar cu cuAOfAc ciijtjbjs, ucr-Fiotm, ciinp- 
IcAbftTi, 30 pofs u-&|teA34i), 30 T)iu3Pib oijcoij, 30 lounj- 
lp6iijAHJ,_30 u|Tij uAiCfieAC, A5*f 50 pjoc ij-DeAbcA ujiice, 
lOtjA l&]ii) ; A3Ar rl*bltA fijATD&c feA0-Aiit3ib 30 tijuiijce 
61H FO]|t-loir3ce ^6 ra bii&54]b, A5Af 65-I40C e]le, 601)17, 
bfteAC-fteAns, b&]b-5eAl, ioija fOcAjii ; A3*f j-oig bAllAC 
baifte, ^fi flAbtiA 1:1 ojjij-bjto] 1736 lotjA l&|ri)." 

"JfttjAjc cu5Air A b-cuA|iur5biiil pfiioc," Ap Coijii), 
" «3Ar '^o b^lTJfD Aicije opfiA; ajft Af 6 pioijp FUic-peiooe 
0'BA0|i-3ne Ao fCAU fjo *n ^-^^Vi *5*r BfiAij jopA liiiij; 
AjAf "iDjOitpAiiis njAC 4>oti)Ap-batb*iS aij peAjt ejle, A5Af 
S3e6lA)TJ3 ioi)A liirb; *It«3)6 30 Iuajc A3Af lfej3 AjxeAC 
^Ab?" l^i3ior; A5Af bo mijeAii uti)Al-porAi& 66[b; A3Ar 
bo 3AbA& * t)-«i|tttj Af A l&ii)A|b A3Ar b'ollti)Ai&e flcAS 
f^op-iTjAjn'^c 66[b ; 3H(t bA fi»3*c TOj-ineAomAc &'a feif jAb. 

Jf ATijU bo b] Coijii), 43*r * beAij Ap a shaIaiijiJi 
A3Ar A lUJjot) cpocAC CAor(j-4lu|TO Ap a JuaIaipij ejle, 
CAbor, T^iutj-beilb lusjoo Choi}i.]r); as^I* bA aj^iijfeil 
feAjcors i)A I)iu3li76 x]d: 5it» bA Sile'iji fOeicrA scaI 
Aoi)-o)6ce 5AC bAll b'A bAllAfb asaj- b'A CAorij cijeA]- : coib 
beAt>3 pe ^mijI Uoig ceACCAp a ba 3Pua6, c6ri) bub pe 
bpo^nj bAO|l' ceACCAp a && njAlA&j b^ic aij 5jp Foploif3ce 
Ap A folc pAbA FioiTO-blAOiceAC, 30pnj-3lA|re ua buA^A* 
A 6i, jtofS ; |iit)eAtt)uujf tijAp bA ppeAf bo i)|Atb*t)A]b ]Oija 
ceM)t), bA 6eiP3e iji^ SPIT pApc&io be|p5 a bfeAl blAj-bA 

' OaoI iH the Irish name for a eniitll blaoi reptile popularly supposed 
to be the darkest object in creation, and about vliich tliere ii a popular 
belief that if jou kill him irith the thumb of jour right hand before he 
(Socks his tail, the acren deadly eins will be forgiven jou. The vordJet 
baa been snhstituted instead in the translation. 

1 bu5A is the name of a certain plant producing a bright blue floirer. I 
am unable at present to give its Euglish or Latin name t the absence a! 
my learned friend, Chevalier O'Roddy, is to be regretted on this account 
O'Cierjin hii glossary (tocb bu5») says j_" it is a plant to (the flower 
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of heroes, the most powerful of champions, and the most 
beautiful of the human race; be leads a ferocious, small- 
headed, white-breasted, sleek-baunched hound, having the eyes 
of a dragon, the claws of a wolf, the vigor of a lion, the venom 
of a serpent angered to speedy action, by a massy chain of 
old silver attached to a collar of brightly-burnished gold 
around his neck. There is another brown-haired, ruddy-faced, 
white-toothed man with the former: he isJeading a yellow- 
spotted hound by a chain of bright brass, which he holds in 
hia hand." 

" It is a good description you have given of them," said 
Conan, " as I thereby know them : for he is Fionn O'Boisgne, 
the Fenian prince whom you first (described), and it is Bran 
he leads ; the other man is Diorraing son of Domhardamadli, 
and it is Sceoluing he leads in his hand. Hasten to admit 
them." They were therefore accordingly admitted, and re- 
ceived with great respect. Their arms were received out of 
their hands, and a sumptuous feast was prepared for them, so 
that they enjoyed themselves pleasantly and happily on the 
occasion. 

Conan was situated as follows : — his wife sat by his shoul- 
der on one side, while his elegantly. moulded, gracefully- 
mild daughter, named Finn-dealbh, sat on the other. The 
appearance of the young girl was truly astonishing; for fairer 
than the pure snow of one night was every limb of her body 
and her graceful neck ; her cheeks glowed with as deep a 
crimson as dyes the blood of a young heifer ; both her brows 
were dark as the sheen of jet ; her long tendrilled hair shone 
like pure burnished gold ; her eyes, blue as the flower of the 
lugha, glistened like pearls in their sockets ; redder than the 
berry of the mountain ash were her sweetly -sounding, cor- 
rectly-speaking lips J and an elegant, fine, four-curnered 

of) which bright blue e^ee were woal to be compared. lu|b fie r^ii^- 
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b^Dr)-h\i\A.t\tAc, bTiACCUAi)* ce«fc«tft-beATn>A£ caoiq Mippe, 
«5«f w8 AlP3lb PIi7i>-Sll K^'iJ tu-bpw 6|- A biiu-6puii)i;ili. 
?lcc ceAiJt)*, l*btiAr T"l<"7iJ (tft Coij&u, A5&f *buij*)ftt, 
" * Cljooiiu," At* r^' " ir Fi'^I* S"!* "I*?* c'^aU-tA cujAiij- 
fA; 3]&eA6 bSk itTO cuibAfo leAC Ati cat? |(3 AipceAf ca 
pfelt) ASAj- bo beAtj-cfe|le Ap bif, Aji fi7Anj«& c&ijtb]^ 
toiilOO. S" l'*l'* *•<* cfejle f J CAob-c|ioti) cofi)iAC ^6 Au aik 
no, A3Ar bo ijAirseAfA aij cajiipcior ri<J '>Anj r*1Tt, AjAf 
b'* mo njAC bo bjAfi aic( a be|C aij "pblAiJOAifie, AjAf bV 
rtjo iijjiot) bo biA& Aici, A leAfu^AS 50 niA|c po mo co]Di)e; 
*3*r •'* "J** bioDsbalA (JArij 1, a bejc id* mtjAO] asahJj 
AjAj* mopA nj-bi&&, 30 b-c]obitA|Tit) bo cAoifSAc 'paiOTje 
bAto' ibujtjciji i ; A3Ar bo c|&|io su|t b]0U5b&lA &ATij yfi]t) 

AWir !• ASAI" ]]- b'A CAbAir>C C&tJ3A& bo'l) ftttl JV^ A3Ar 1)1 

b'|A|>iiAi6 o]6e«.cc." " t,fe(3 Af, a TblW?," *?* Coijfcij, 
" ojn tjj n)6 niocfA bo rijeAtjiflAlO l^^IO t)8> l^ir *D b-pCAj* 

b'&fl flJAtlJAS AIJ ]l)3iODtA-" "CjA fe F^II) ?" Ap "DfOjl- 

TtAfij3- " patA njAc Bbjtfc'j saSoij idac pi^ &Af a RuaS," 

AJt CoijAl). "Ope bo So|l> A5AT bo JUAJI"," Afl ^fO\t- 

yi«-]V5, "b* C.6J11 AD ceAiJSA ruii-lsAC CApurtjA CA|t « 
b-c!ijijt& Ao c'AijD-slSt' nOi bo Sliiic AjAc bo 6|Ai7-5eA]i- 
H*6, A3Ar beocA bAop-BA|f b'lnjipc ope; 5|p bV 5-cap- 
tA0| t^uACA 4)e Datjaito uile a 5-coiip aoi> t>a]w bo 
b'peAfiii P|oi)ij 'i>4 ft." " Ui3 *r> A -DbloppAliJS ?" Ap 
"pioijfj, " 6)|t 1J1 b'(onjAtib*&A ca»5AtuAift, acc bo iAbAtpc 
njijii l]t)i), ASAf bo bfeATiArt) j b'A rtjo olc ijo njAic pe T^ua^a 
•De ■t)AttADi> 6." " N| ftSAOfA ]OHjApbA& riA irupeAfAij 

PIOC," Ap Co1)XD, " ACC 36ArA' IJAC pulAtJSAJb TrjOpUoiC 

' afitmic njAc btiTc waa a powerful chief of the Tuatha Dedanans of 
oar aeSi Ru4&, or Easroe, literally, the " cascude of Red Hugh," near 
Colernine, tounty of Derry. The greatest enmity alwsyi existed between 
the Tuntha Dcdnnaae, and the other inhabitants of Ireland : aa indeed 
there generally does between a conciuered race and their conquerors, in 
<iU countries. 

* SeAfA DAc tuUqsis t1ot«.Uoic, i.e. a uertain penallj under which bo 
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mantle, boiuid above hei fait breast with a bodkia of bright 
silver, enveloped her. 

At len^b, Fiona addressing Conan, said, " O Conan, it is 
very trae that the malice you entertain towards me is great 
indeed; nevertheless, you may remember the time wheu I 
saved yourself and your wife from death, and that we then 
cemented a bond of friendsliip between us to this eSect:-» 
your wife was then with child, and you promised me the gift 
of tlie infant, on condition that if it proved to be a boy, he 
Bhould be enrolled in the }!'enian ranks; but if it should be ft 
girl, yon were bound to educate her in a befitting manner for 
me, so that if she proved duly qualified, I should take her to 
wife; if not, I Ehould bestow her on some Fenian chief among 
my people. I can now perceive she is quite befitting myself, 
and, therefore, it is to claim her I am come, and not to seek 
hospitality from you." " Cease, O Fionn," said Conan, " for 
you do not esteem your own worth more than does the man to 
whom that maid is betrothed." "Who is he?" enquired 
Diorraing. "Fatha Mac Abhric, son of the king of Eaeroe," 
replied Conan. "On yourself be the fault of yoar wounds 
and danger," cried Diorraing ; " that glib, ill-spoken tongue, 
which has given expression to such uncalled-for words, should 
be silenced and cut out, and the potion of a guilty death doled 
out to you ; for were all the worth of the Tuatha Dedaiians 
concentrated in the body of one man, Fionn would prove a 
better man than he." " 13e silent, Diorraing," said Fionn, 
" for we have not come here to commit a carnage, but to get a 
wife, and we shall have her, no matter whether the Tuatha 
Dedanans Uke or dislike it." "I do not mean to hold a con- 
tention or quarrel with you," said Conan, " but I bind you 

tme cfaampion vould suffer Iiimaetf to abide ; Conan did not itate wh&l 
the nature of that penaltf was, bat it was well known that the threat of 
impoiing it implied loote hard condltiona degrading to a knight who had 
no power, uider tha then exiUing l&wt of cUvalrj, to renat, or rrioM 
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Ofic njotw P-lDOnf iJ^iPr* 5*^ T)16 buj* cuiijAtt} pjoe b'* 
b-i:iAFit4& bjoc?" "Jt)tje6rA&," a^i "ppnt), " 2Q*jt«," &|i 

CotJitJ, " )V\V bAH) AIJ C6&b A]l7)in *5«r AIJ bA|IA AllJlfl) 

rujAb OTIC, AjAf Aij ijc ioija ij-beApijAjf bo 66a& fijtiri) 
AS*!" bo cfeAO cfteAC, AjAf c|teAS ^i^i e-fi llDje Ifejiij ija 
Bpice Blojse' sac* bl|A6Aii>?" " JpijeSfAb pfejp fltJ (wj^i 
A Cljotjaiij," Afi pioiji). " ^lAr^IoS^IO* njo cfeAb A]r)|t9, 

*3*r 5]oIIa AT) cbuA|-AiD» iD'Aiuiri) DA &IA13 ri"! J *3*r 

A3 Cjobjiuib CIji<|C|t)t)e* bo leAi-rAO)b i-l6i6e SnjSjl' bo 
^tltjeAf itjo cfeAb fijiri); AjAr aij pftAflACA* 501)* bi ftAij 
&6A5 njo cfeAb C)teAC, A3 43up Baoj,' flT * p^T'^I'^P "^"^ 
At) Bbltos* ccAf ;' A5AV Ar 6 r^t f o l]i)3|n) Ifeito da Br>ic^ 
Blojje 3ACA b[|A3A)t); Ao c6a& l& bo r3*I»*r '*"'' buitoe, 
eAfiot], BoJ"'"!'')" Aji t)A n)A(ibAb \te CIaqqa 2Q5i[tt>e, bo 

to enbnit to the conditions. The words seir and jear* have many sig. 
nifications in Irish ; the acc^eptation of the term is now, for the most 
part, among the Irish speaking portion of the people, a supernataral 
bond, or enclianCnient. 

■ ltjn> T]A bT'T'^e t>Ioi5e. i.e. ihe leap ever the ehaara of ike Briee. Tliis 
place is unknown to the editor unless it rcftrs to a small rivulet named 
Brickey, which runs through the parish of Whitecliurch, hy Knock- 
•ne. Mount Odel, Carritklea, &c., and falls into the Sea at Dungarran, 
III the county of Walerford. Perhaps the chasm reffrred to is at Two- 
mile-bridge. on the road between Dungarran and Youghal, through 
wliich this rirolet runs. 
> 5UrGio5^tn signifies tlie inralnerable Gloi. 

• 5|olU *i] CtjuarW]. i-e. (*e hoy or v>iyht of iht eicavatioJt. The 
Fenian leader waa so called in his youth, because he had been bred up 
bj his foster-mother, Boghmuin, in the huUow of an oak, in order ta 
avoid the vengeance of the dans of Moirne, and other enemies of his 
father. Tradition also states that the faithful nurse did not decide on 
tlie name she should gire him, antil after he vanquished the roj^ 
youths of Tara at manly eierciae, and the monarch's curioaity was so 
much excited lo know hia name and pnrentage, that he exclaimed, " cj* 
At) noi]i)-5ejil uB A nuc buaii Arn I* b-65*Tb nioj*. l-e. who is that fair- 
haired boy, who has carried away tlie palm of victory from the royal 
youths?" bl)eipm)bi'l<Jefiro*Oeo|b,i.e. " I return thanks to the gods," 
exclaimed Boghmnin, grasping hold of her foiter-aoD, casting him on her 
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undev ffetua vhkh 'true heroes never woold bear/ if yoa do 
not answer, to the best of yonr meiDorj, all the questions I 
will propose." " I will answer them," replied Tionn. "Well 
then," said Conan, "Tell me the first and second names by 
which you have been known; abo the name of the place 
where yon first swam (bathed), what was the first booty you 
took, and why yon made the leap of Brice Bloighe every year." 
" I will tell (all) those, Conan," said Fioun. "Glasdiog- 
hnin was my first name ; T was afterwards known by the name 
of Giolla-an-chuBsain J it was in the fountain of Crithinn, hy 
the side of Sliabh Smoil, that I first swam j a widgeon and her 
clutch of twelve young birds, which I captured at Dun-Boi, 
which is now called Dun-da-bhrugha in the south, was the 
first booty that I took. The reason why I am bound to make 
the leap of Brice Bloighe every year is this : — The first day I 
separated from Boghmuin, my foster-mother, when she had 



ibonldera and taldng to flight, " suit CU5A6 atoI'V ^1^ T'^ <>eSi^, 1 ir6 a^ 
c-AjQinjAbfor 0T>c All FeA6 tw ftsACA 6, Le. tlmt 7011 bare obtained a Dsme 
at lut, and it shall be the name for jon dniing jonr life." But ai there 
were other distinguished perBona of the name of Fiona, before the birth 
of the ion of Cumhall, tbia appears to be a modern fabrication, as pru> 
bablj the name Fioun vas more a title of honour, like Pharaoh, Caesar, 
Ac., than a manie common to man/ after that of Cuinhall's son. 

' Ciobnuib ChUFjijijo, Tbe well or fountain of Crithiunc 

I S\]4A Sn)0}\. Mountain of the thrush, a mountain in tbe county of 
Tipperary. 

■ pfurLtcA, i.e. tbe plump or nent duck, the widgeon ; this first prey 
made hj tbe noble yonth appears very insigniflcimt, if we do not con- 
^der the great difficulty of capturing an old bird with her clutch ; there 
may be some mythic meaoing iu the story. 

' Oiti) bAo|. Dunboy, the stronghold of the O'SuUiTans Beare, of the 
nee of Eibhear. It was originally port of Cores Laidhe, tlie territory 
of the O'UriscoUs. See O'SuUiran Beare's Hist. Cath. Iber. lib. Vlll., 
c. 3, aod Paeala Hibernia, Vol. 2, p. 5fi3, Four Masters, A.l), 1602. 

sbiiijAi) t)ljfio3ftco*r. Duu of theBnigh in the Bontli. 

• tM5iiiuiTj was the eachlach (courier) to Cumball, and when he wai 
going into battle he was I'harged to take rare of the daughter of tbe 
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*5*r V} !**!*• ft'feAbAC ttivnio act 70u*ift ho c|t(y|ceAi)p&i& 
Tr)*6 «5*f feAtib&j; *5Ar T*r> ^o M ^iV\tO e|l« oitnj fjft'ij 
All? tT7» «*&<">) 5loll* TJ* 5-C|u)iceAi)ij* ; &^f bo cotjApc 
b& oijieAccAf Aji 6& 6*711) cariv&7«iDA Sf cotQije a cfeile, 
«a609> oifieACCAf fioiw>fAjre«c reA^t, AjAf oifieAccAr 
tUti-i3l*inbA bAIJ, AJAf FAfU fiOITOfW ISa*J&f«AC AC-^- 
ACti)A]i, ASAf slcAiju f5e6-5AocriM>|t 3|i&]DeAri?A|l caO- 

C0|(|1A; A5Af CfctJASfA CUtI) OJltfiACCAir IJA tlj-b*!), *3*f 

b'plAFHAiSiof b^ob cfieAb pti a jtAbAbATt fAij 3-c6ti)&ii]l 

nU IcAC Afl ICAC ?" "D'jlJtlfeA&AIt bAI» 5U1« Ab fe SfeAblJA 

rtjAC CaippiW* hjac C|t]OtijcAii», eASoij, tijAC ^i^J CbfAti- 

71A|&e tjlACftA,* tuj TTIBIC t^II»C6 A54f Ctlll« CIUMIJ-JItiUi 

bo 4>boi?A)c it^oi) <t)bMT^i * S^c 4)atitte* ; A3Af ^n^ Ab 
^ co|n;ce bo f]\t A]|t ai; l6]iu bo tAbA^fic 5ACA bliA5A|t>' : 

Dmid Tadhg, nho was pT^oaot, and vben the chUd should be born, to 
carrj it into a sequestered wood, to that his enemies would Iiave no 
opportunilrr irf iDJnring it. Bo^muinperfbratedtheteucreddatieiwith 
the ntinost fidelity. Vide Cac CI)itocA, (Battle of Castleknock). 

■ LuA^ni Obe^SAift ioAj. Luachair Desghadh, in the soath, a district 
in the conntr of Keny. 

*5rolUu4e.i:ito|e«*tju. i.e. IFijSfo/iAe AWei.becanje his garments 
were made ot the skins of the roebuck and deer : considering Uie 
leclnded life he was obliged to lead iu his jonth, it was almost imposri- 
ble be could procure any other kind of clothing. 

■ S6Aai]A njac CTt|on)^Aii)i). Sedna the son of Cairrioll, the son of 
Criomhthann. 

* Ci4TmA[6e Iuacha. a district in Keny which takes its name from 
Ciar, one of its ancient kings. 

* Sij. or Sfc O&nie, Ilie mansion orfortretsof Daire or Darii. 

* 3aca bliAeain. This was a rather cDrions ffeat which the feir one 
required from her Iotct; the thing sarours much more of some old 
pagan rite, than of any rational demand. This is the more likely when 
we bear in mind the traditions assoeinted with so many localities where 
extraordinary leaps are aaid to hare been made ; anch are onr 16|n) » ij-eic, 
(steed's leap), I6inj CbufcnU|rjt] (CuchuUainn's leap, at Loop Head). &a., 
and the wonderful leap made by the giant in our text, over the arm of 
titt *ea*t Hdwth, when pnrsned by Fionn and the Fenlana. But if an/ 
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been Blain by the dan of Moime, I lost mj way, and atrayed 
to Laachar Degbadh in the sonth. I wore no otber dothing 
at the time, but a garment made of the skins of tbe deer and 
roebuck ; and I was then called l^ another name alao, that is 
GiolIa-na-g-Croiceann. I sair two different assembliea met on 
two high earns opposite each other : one was an assembly of 
comely men, and the other was composed rf beautiful bloom- 
ing women : there was a high terrific precipice on each side, 
and a windy, formidable valley between. I proceeded to the 
female assembly, and enquired the reason why they assumed that 
separate position. They informed me that Seadna Mac Cairrioll, 
son of Criomthann, ling of Keiry Luachra, was seized by % 
current of affection and a torrent of deep love towards Douait, 
daughter of Daire of Sith Daire ; and that the condition she 
required of him was to leap (over the valley) every year, but 

doubt, u b> the mjtliic nature of the traauctioii, ewst«d, the solemn 
injuaclion impoied upon Konn to perform the leap every year, would 
entirely remove it. There it a tradition extant which aacribeB the cauie 
of Fionn'a death to his neglect of performing that snnnal ilte or duty, 
and knother which records his death in attempUog: to leap over the dark, 
terridc chasm, after having neglected to do *o till after the ezpiiation of 
a fear and a day. There is a deep glen cMedGUannDealgain the(Glea 
of the river Dealgan), in the county of Waterford, about three milei 
distant from Qie town of Dnngarvan, on the Waterfbrd road, where It is 
traditionally related that Fiona Mac Chumhaill made an ettraorditmir 
leap on every May-day uoraiog. The stupendous depth of the place is 
fearful to behold when compared with the narrow expanse at the topj 
and it is said that Fionn was uniler a geata (pledge) to leap this Glen for- 
wards and backwards before sunrise on the mornings of Mayday ; hnt 
that on a certain morning, as he was on his way to make the leap, he met 
a red.haired womaa milking cows on the way-side, from whom he aaked 
a drink, which she sternly refused, not knowing who it was that asked 
her for it. When Fionn Cbund hia request refused, he foresaw that his 
days were numbered, and he cursed the red-haired woman ; bat never- 
theless he made towards the glen, wliich he leaped forward ; bnt In 
leaping it backwards he fell into the glen, and the imprint of Ids hands, 
knees, Ac., are still visible on a greenish stone, which ties In the bottom 
of the glen. Fiuu this circumstance it is s.-tid and bdleved by the pea- 
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*3*r U"*!!* *15 r* 50 ^'^^^*c V* F*|IU locAi) «u Ujnj Aiji. 
4)'Fj4i;iiAt6e«r* *i) b-F«o]6FeA& x) Mf ■*" ^1 ^ 66*71* AO 
l6]n} F 3bubA||tc x) vt-t FACA ri ■'^'y V^^t^ itlATij b« itjeAf* 
fp|irtA6 *5Ar &A&AC 'iji njife, *5*f i)l 6iib*ijtc li olc netij' 
&et^b, AJ*!" AbubAjiw, b'* b-cujA]!)!) A5 Ifejnj 50 b-^rAOiS- 
fe*& Ijoiff. Jr ^IJO riO tasAfA bo3-be*|tc63*6 ojittj ^feio a 
n>eA&Ai:> tno c|to]ceAiii>, a^ai* bo rSiucAf ai; F^iU a)i tt^ 
cul, AS*!* c*i)Al^ *>t? cdin-|t(iACA|t ]x*]ta cum tjA |:A(lle, 
jnp l|U3e*r bo lfe(nj Uiij-lu^Att eAbATfbu*|)-e*c 6*bcfw)ti) 
CAP 41) b-i:*jU A tjliTfj *3*T ^^uS*! *DS*|t*Uiiu cajiid'aic 
A3Af bo b6Atiitu]t)Q ] v) b* tpioDC* b'* iqo &1I l)Oti; y^\v- 
Jr A171) f ]T) b'ei{>3j& 4>>t)*ic bAti)' ]oi}Qr*)6e «5Ar bo T»*bAl'' 
A laiij f&ttj' 6p&S*ib, *3Ar bo coifibjii ceopA P63 6*10, 
A^Af bo buA|i; n)o CT(0|C[Qt) bjonj, *3Ar cu3 6AbAC no 
&]0D3b&lA 6*n;, A3*r bo pus Ife b'* C13 ^eju tt)6 aij oi6c6- 
flO i *5Af b'6iyt3)or 50 iDoc, Ap ija ibapAc, ASuf bo u*r3 
fin opnj Aij l&\n) bo cAbAipc 3AC* blj*5*iu : jup *b f fju 
*ij cejfc bo cmpif opnj a Cboijiji)," *p 'pioiji). 

" Beip biiA6 *5Af beAQiTACCt" Ap Coi^i;, " Sjp jf F®*!* 
|»AfAC F]op-e6lAC cu, *3*r ir wp-5apbii5*6 njeAijiwAO 
A3Ar A136AUC* &Aii> be^c *3 e]f-beACc piot; A^Af iTJDir 

6aIU «UO|r CJA AD IaOC b'}-b|AIJIJ&lb GiJpiOIJIJ, llDJCAf CAP 
A l|ACC A3Ar CAP A IftACC fi]V 3ACA 1*0^ ; ^S'-V S**!^ ^^ 1 

* 155I0D A tijiicAip, 43*r 6 A3 jAppAjS Sipice' A3Ar ]OVD- 
cloiovi Ap *o b-^e*p bo ii)*p&A)6 fe, ASAf 6 p^iij be6* ?" 

■antrj that it U anluckjr to meet a red-hii[red voman, before an; one 
tiae, in tbe morning ; and we knew many people, who, if a red-haired 
woman be theflnt penon tbej meet in the morning, will tnrn homeand 
defer their journey to the next day, even if their business be of the 
greatest importance. 

■ eiTi|c. Erie was a fine paid either in money or goods, for an alleged 
trespass or loss. According to the old lawa tlie penalty of death, due to 
the law by a murderer, was allowed to be commuted to an eric or fine, 
to be paid to the next of kin of the mardered. Hence, tliis man wa« 
demaodinKirie for the death of hit father. 
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that when he came to tlie brink of the precipice he baulked 
the leap. I enquired if she would accept the hand of anjr 
other person who would perform the leap; she replied that 
she never saw a man who wore worse clothiDgthan I did; but 
she found no fault with mj personal appearance ; and she said 
that if I would make the leap, she would accept me. There- 
upon, I tucked iDjaelf up in the midst of my skins, then 
proceeding to the steep behind me, I took my race to thd 
margin of the precipice, and sprang over in a truly swift, 
scieutiSc manner to the opposite side. I then made a second 
leap back, and coold have leaped over it oftener, if I bad 
chosen. Donait, thereupon, came to meet me : she threw her 
arms around my neck, and thrice kissed me. She stripped 
me of my skins, gave me fit clothing, and brought me to her 
own house that night. As I arose early the next morning, 
she bound me under an obligation to perform that leap eveiy 
year. So, Coiian," aaid Fionn, *' there is your question 
answered." 

"Win victory and blessings," said Conan, "because you 
are truly an intelligent and learned man, and it contributes 
much to my satisfaction and amusement to listen to yon : bat 
now tell me who among the Fenian heroes is he, who leaps 
over his own grave-stone and leacHi every day; whose own 
daughter is his mother, and who is demanding erie and 
reparation from the man who killed him though he is himself 
alive P" 

* beo> alive. ThU ator; of the vital apark having assained human flesh 
agun, is connected with the doctrine of trangmigration of bouIs, believed 
in 1)7 the Iriah pagans. The argument U, that he was Daelgoa himself, 
because it wai the vital Bpark or spirit of Doelgag that flew into tha 
mouth of his mother, and jet, as though he wa» not Doelgaa himself 
but another being animated by his spirit, he souglit reparation for the 
du.ith of that same Doelgaa whom he considered to have been his father, 
merely because be assumed human flesh a second time. Similar in some 
measure to this is the story of the queen of Ireland and the salmon of 
theBoyne. Tide Traiuacliont o/tit Oi$ia»ic Soc. vol. I. p. S8. 
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" )i7i)e6f*b fb\i) X}V iMlc," A1* Ft*'"'- " 2loo bo Uecgb 

ft, t6\iv-^l^fc b& cot}, eA6ot}, Ofcuft tijAC Cttion}i:«|qo A5A]- 
4)«ol3Af iD&c C*(Ttit]U C*ir ; ajat" t>? p*^T* T*'* nj-bAile 
11& luce eA&pAiTO* eile b'PjiAt)ij*]b ftipjopij ad U nu, 
*5Af bo cii)c 4>Aol5*r Aiji). Jf ATtij T\V ti.\i)]6 \v^<n> 
tkUiTti; Aooc^*6 bo b\ A3 ^JAoljAf 6|- a c)ot}i) ; AjAf bo 
cfionj &'* pfijA, 5tt|t liiJ3 CAOfi c|io]6eAti5 Ay a bfeAl (oi>a 
bfi*l nOi S™!* l** cAofe-cjionj coftjtAc b& feif nu % 50 pus 
Seju leACA0-ri>iiUA)5 m}c aij AfiQfift A ^opifbiidA; ASAf 6 
D*£ Fr^)i; A|i;|Tn e|le 60, cujAb A|i})ii> ACA|t A]|t, A^e.y bo 
h-o}\e*A A5Ar bo leAfnfgeAb 30 nMi]i: 30 ccaqu a f«ACc 
nT-bliA^i> 6; A^Af 11* bo'o cSAb |iAbfu> b*0)re bo }i}d, 

he\t A3 \6)nm)i CAII A IjACC A3At CAjt A teACC ^|IT ; ASAf 

c& A ^u A3 TaTt)iAi6 feT7tfC« A^it Of^Miri n>AC C\i.}<yn^A\mh 

5«l(l Ab ft l-JIJ fUAfsUfe bo C«A1XA, A CljOOAlIJ," A71 'pioijij. 

" Be]tl buAb A3Af beAinjACCi" Aft Coi}&p, "A3Af AbA^T* 

l]om Atjoir. A fUir 'pbeiuDe, cia it ■FeApit ASAf ir njCAfA, 
C)A ir 11)5 A3Ar ir l*»iA6, qA ir luA^re ASAf ij- Ti)A]Ue, a 
b-}^lAiro*13e4Cc ?" 

" «Oeiri F*IW ir re*r>f»" *f* "Fiooo, " ASAf -DeAiiA <Dub' 
6 4>b«b-fllAb', bujtte Af njeAfA bjob; Sjp pt bubAiitc tHAtt) 
AOO focAl ne ijeAc a6c aicji- 06 injbeAjtSAb ; *5AT ax) c6 
cj6feA6 Aft c66loq3A6 ft, r>\ &ftAiTA6 a Uat" At} \A x\V'> 

ASAf tjASai) VUAIIIJWAC. 6 tttACAIll 'Dl}eA3A(6', bu]i}e Ar 

luA)ce 6|ob; ASAf l,(Fe LeirscAtbAjl*, 310IU te]t}e 6oifie 
i}A b-^lrijufije, buii>e Af t!}A]ll« bjob ; 8|ii Af 6 rjub*l Iaoj 
fAibpA Af 11)6 bo |i]i) 7t)Aii), rcAcc 6'rj b'cobA|» Acii a 

' t)eA|i& OuG, iraa ■ member of the Fenian forces, but Ids name !■ 
teldora fonnd in Fenun nairatiTei or jHwmi. 

' t^utifliAB: Tlie black or dark monntun. 

* luA«A]ti OljeAjaifi. A large district of conutrjr that eoinpi4»et tbe 
baronies of Clanmorris, IrochUconor, Tnagban aii'iD^, and Hagonihy ii 
the coHDtr of Kerry, It wa« so caUu front Deaghadh Uac Sinn, aa 
Emanian. 




" I will teU you sboirt tUt," xiA FkMia : — " Two Feiuaq 
diiefa of mj people, nmaely, Osoor son of Criomthann, and 
Daulgas son of Ciiiri]! Gas, one day qaarrelled about a. fight 
that occurred betireeii tTo dogs; and I was not at home on 
that daj, nor any other of tiie Fenians who could have intw* 
fered to any purpose; andDaolgas vas skin on that oecaeion. 
The beautiful, nnuriageable daughter of Daolgas, came over 
him, and having stooped down to kiss him, a red spark of fire 
{!ew from hi? month into hers, and she became pregnant in 
conseqnence, aud brought forth a broad-crowned son, in due 
time ; and, since no other name waa fonnd for him, he was 
called by the name of bis fether. He was nurtured in a fitting 
manner, until his seventh ^ar ; and the first feats of youthful 
folly that he performed was to leap over his own grsTe-stona 
and leackt: he is now demanding eric bota Oscur son cf 
Criomthaun, so there is your question answered for yctt^ O 
Couan," said Fionn. 

" Win victory and blessings," said Conan, " and tell me 
now, O Fenian Prince, who are the best and the worst ; who 
the largest and the smallest ; who the swiftest and the slowest 
men iu the Fenian ranks." 

"I myself," replied llonn, "am the best man; Deara 
Dubb from Dubh-Shliabh is the worst man among them ; for 
he never yet spoke a word to any person, except reproach 
and provocation ; and whoever, while listing, saw him in the 
morning, could do no good during that day. Liagau Luaim- 
neach (the swift), from Luachair Dheaghaidh, is the swiftest 
among them ; and Life Leisgeambuil (the slothful), the fire 
lighter (stoker) of Almhain, is the slowest among them ; for 
it is the longest journey he ever made, during the length of a 



* lire Leti^CARMiI, WM utother Fenian UDdUtinKaisbed ia the records 
or ttaditiona o( IreUnd i heappean to have b«en the deit; of Bioggardij 
>u more tbsn probable tlurt the riT» Ijtr<7 ttJcet ila name from him. 
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bpiiiJue, " AjAf "DAoljAf njAc •Oub-soile, bajoe Af Aoifibe 
6fo6 ; A^Af tnAc ^{pe, eAdoi), aq c-AbAC beA3, &n)Qe Af 
lit^A& S^ob : sup Ab 6 nu piARl** ^ cejfce, a Cljoij&nt," 
*lt "Fiopo, "AjAf p4> bjo&ti)40|6 njAfi fo T>i burtw; tiji 
rji luce o||if;tbe tj6 eAlA6AQ A^nib cu3cA)i cu5A|ijq ^Ab ; 
6|)i 1)^ 5t)&cAc Ijonji-A bejfc AOt) oi&ce 5At» ceol." 

"JfJUir B*ic 8aii7 CfieAb jAb u* ceoil ir biptje le*c 
ruAftAir tIJAlij ?" A|» Coi}&i). 

"JuoeScAb," Ajt T^ioijt). "SijcAij CO bl yeACz 5-caca 
T)* SlJfclc pbftiijije Aiit Ml) rijij, A5Af c63bAi& a j-cpAiju- 
soil* 6r A 5-ceAi)ijAlb ; AjAf 5l«Ain<>r *" t*°^ sUjiAC 
£&|bceAC jlAij-ytiAit) cpjocA AjAf c&firA, If p8 biou Ijonj 
flOj ^SAr A17 CAi) o||tleA5tA)t ceAC q-6lA A3u]qT) a i>-Stl- 

rbutt), A5A|- Al) CAIJ 6&]l|b DA b&|leArijAp tJA CO|tA1l}Q 

cAoib-$lAt?A ad inAic|b pA T'^jijije, Al) blor5-b6(iD be^ttfb 
&i}-be|ite ^10 A3 buAiT) fa b5fibAib ija B]in|5ne, if ]i& b|i)t) 
Ifotw riT- )r !>!'''> ll""? T«5*Ti r«0)leAi)u, «3*r cojsibil 
0* S-cofi, *3Af fUA^nj cojDije T^it&iJ-ljfte, ASAf Abfiii) 
c|tj ii^ic ?^aii6a'j A3*f F6Ab rijjc t&gA)6, A3Af WSfib* 



■ WtbAiQ. Now AUeD, the palace of Fionn Mac Cumhaill, lituated in 
tbe count}' of Kildare. Itiaa notorioasfikct, that whenert^ Macpheraoa 
met this word he changed it into aibAjf], (Scotland). 

' C|iAim;oil or Cpaijnsa]!, in tha modern acceptation of the word, 
means palinf^s, set ap ai a protection to prevent treepaas upoo uij place, 
or a stockade ; it ia derived from c|unn " *Aii/t, and 5r>lt batlU. 

■ Ciij njie ftieAH^*. Three sons of Meardha. The Editor does not 
remember having met bdj extract calculated to reflect light on the 
three bodb of Meardha, unlewlDeAtt6A was another name of SDAija^Tbich 
Is most probable for the following reason : — !t«6 Oirtr[6, the Irish 
Orphena, was uaually called Mac Manoir by our bards. We are informed 
in nn old tract entitled CAccfv* !IJI]uine4i>«7c, now in the library of the 
Buyal Irieti Academy, that OirSdh bad been pursuing his studies at 
Sfse, the Tuatha Dedanan droidical academy in Connacht, when he waa 
iDfonned that Iiia &ther had been slain in the battle of Goria io Loch- 
Ian, l>y the king of that country : it happeaed that the three soni of thftt 
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summer'a day, to walk from ihe fountain at the gate of Al- 
mhuin to bis own bed in the house ! Daoigas son of Dabhgoilfl 
ia the tallest man; and Mac Minne, the little dwarf, is the 
smallest man among them. This, then, is the solution of your 
query, Conan," replied Pionn ; " but let us not continue as 
we are any longer ; if you have musicians, or skilled perform- 
ers, let them be brought forward, for it is not my habit to pass 
any one night without music." 

"Tell me," said Gonau, " which are the sweetest strains yon 
ever enjoyed." 

" I will tell yon," replied Fionn. " When the seven constant 
battalions of the Fenians assemble on our plain and raise their 
standards of chivalry above their heads, then when the howling 
whistling blast of the dry, cold wind, rushes through them and 
over them, that is very sweet to me. When the drinking hall 
is furnished in Almhuin, and the cup-bearers hand the bright 
cups of chaste workmanship to the chiefs of the Fenians, the 
ring of the cups, when drained to the last drop, on the tables 
of the Bruighin, is very sweet to me. Sweet to me is the 
scream of the seaguU, and of the heron, the roar of the waves 
on Traigh-lidhe (Tralee), the song of the three sons of Meardha, 
tlie whistling of Mao Lughaidh, the Dord of Fearsgaradh, the 



king had been hig fellow itDdents at the Bame time. To be avenged for 
the death of hii &ther, the ia.\ij princesB ISna, who had been a desr 
friend of his father, presented him with a golden lyre or harp ; nmongst 
the eitraordioorj and supernatural powers possessed hj this l;re, was 
that of caosiog such as heard its peculiar plaintive straiiis, to die within 
the space of one year after. Oirfidh coatrived to play upon hia lyre for 
the song of the king of Locblin, who accordingly died. The plaintive 
■tndni of Mac Manur, i.e. SXMT* n5° i'}l<: W^TtAiti, were a warning of 
speedy dissolatioa to such as heard them. We find, in the MS. account 
of the battle of Hagh Huirtheimne, that Cuchullainn frequently com- 
pl^ned that taU death was ineTitable since he heard the mournful strains 
of Oirfidh'a lyre. 
* bo|ie or boiio fiaqq. The horn or trumpet us«d by the Fenians. 
10 
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peAjif5AT**lSf *5*r S**!^ ^* c,u&\C6 aij c*4b njlor* bo 
TfitAll DA Tjol A p-4>o)Tte'," Asuf A bubA])tc «d Laoj ; — 

No FoiAin coiuua CtiAij-tije, 
I)U4iifc iler 4rj Uei nj-btvjc ti).b!i|r], 

CtijATt cwiAic T ai) b-pemi. 
fe*)! ejob rSTiijt Tr M*ii oft* bop'* 1 
FoATt a|l« A5 &n^7orii i)a i)eoU, 
bl. biTjqe 'qa joc ceol a c-cof>A6. 

tti) poiiirrA sUf ATP AT) iquiTt, 
an uAit> hac Ti'j*!'' Fe*n A l<'l»5 • 
lioijcitj do 5eit» iar ^ "-=7^. 
Ceol AioOAlcA, b|()ii ac-cohaS. 

feAngAill njAc THjiiji), Feftji bA eiAi), 

Faoa a I^TH), lOAbAItt A lo^5 ( 

Hiop cunj r5&l 'Ia"!! rsAejl A juiij . 
Ceol coBlACA lioiq A cotl«6. 

" Beift buAft AJAf bcAIlIJACt," Ap CoD&Di " AJAr ITJOIT 
8Am Aj)oi^ 3AC bnfoe b'6*|m(f ij6 fe'iOfWcAjiJir )>l*ro = CIA 
Aij bujije cuAi6 *iit AOi) coic A3*r *]!» *^0 li»|"J. ASif *1T* 

AOIJ C-fUll, bo COflA A f«ACA ; A5Ar hO Pit) A luAfiAf 3 "pljj- 

Ai)i)Aj& 6iTi|0t)u; AjAj- citeAb pd D-AbAficAfi At? 5ttaic- 
^ocaI ro. ' njAp Ttu5A& Koc' 50 ccac 'pbiijw ?' " 

"JoijeSfAb f|D buic" Ap "pioiji). "2lop bo Ueqb bV 
O-beACAf-A A5Af njA|C)b oa 'pk]T)t)e 50 CeArijA^p LuAcpA, 
*5*r TJl b-pnApAtijAiTt b'piAC At) la fjtJ, Acr U05 aUca, 
A5Af bo bpuEAiSe 6, ASAf cu5Ati cu-jAmr* b"A pO]!)!) 6, 

A3Af CUJAf A CO5A bo 3AC CAO]rC0^ pfejIJO© 6e, AJAf 

t)i pft|i}t5 tije ffejo Acc A cotpA, j;A feeoij ; A5Af c&iiti6 

1 ajfcj eitrw. The pUin of Eithne. 

■ tfuAiUijA rsol A Q.Ooiite. Load lavgkler in Derry. Thii puaage 
joay also be tranglated tft< ftwH o/tAt acAoofi in Me oak vooi, whidi maj 
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voice of the caokoo la the first moiitli of siimmer, the gruntiflg 
«f the hogs on Uagb Eitne, and the echo of load laughter in 
Derrj." Aad he sung this Lay : — 

Tba Dord of theg^een-topped wooda, 

The dashing of the wave against the shore ; 

Or the force of the waves at Tralee, 

When they meet the Lee of the white trout. 

Three (meo) who joined the Fenians, 

One of them was gentle, ooe was fierce ; 

Another was coDtemplaUng the stars, 

Thej were sweeter than anj melody. 

The azure wave of the ocean. 

When a man cannot distinguish its course, 

A swell that sweeps fish upon dry land, 

A melod; to lull to sleep — sweet its effect. 

Feargiuli, son of Fionn, a man quick in execution, 

Long and smooth the career of his glory, 

Never composed a melody which did not reveid his mind, 

A htlliitg r^ese to me were his strains. 

"Win victory and blessings," said Conaii, "and fell me 
now the names of ^1 those whom jou have ever satirised or 
dispraised—who was the man that, having Mily one leg, one 
arm, and one eye, escaped from you in consequence of his 
swiftness, and outstripped the Fenians of Eire, and why ia 
this proverb used, ' As Hoc came to the house of Fionn ? ' " 

" I will tell you that," said Fionn. " One day the chief 
of the Fenians and I went to Teamhair Luachra, and we took 
nothing in the chace that same day. but one fawn. When it 
had been cooked, it was fetched to me for the purpose of di- 
viding it. I gave a portion of it to each of the Fenian cbiefs, 
and there remained none for my own share but a haunch bone. 

be the more appropriate meaning, since we are told that some druid* 
held their academies in groves of oa^. 
* Roc The Irish Cyclops. 
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3obA '^0]te* nMc RoqAit), A3«r ^'l*1*T^ *<^ colf>A ofUQf a, 
AjAf cB3*f bo £ ; AS*!" a bubAijtc, 5u(t aji foij a jiaija iujAf 
»o 6, A5Ar ftnl Aft Ap b-TTAjcce, AjAf ijj njSji 50 g-bCACA^ 
leAC fljse Ap CAij bo 1105 A &)iftcA[it |;feiD 4]m 6a&oo, 
CAO]lre itjAc RoDi^i), *5&r CU3 aij colpA cusaujt-a; AjAf 
t)| &eATt^i>Ait}A|ti b'injtteArAi) aiji) acc riT)- Nioji cjaij 
b&fi>p njAp nu 30 b-TTACArwAifi acac tnSft-coijicijce ctjiiij- 
TieArijArt, bw6 6iiAiBfe*c, bo|-6e«lbAC, A3 ]oiul*ic Ap A09 
^ir> *1T' *0T» liliijj A3Af A||t A017 c-i-u|l, A5 reAcc fi'ij 
UcAjji, «3Ar beAijijAiscAr b&ioi)' 'Ff^*3P*I"'n T^'v 
3-cunjA 3-cfeAbi)* e, AjAf '>'KI*FI**I3fi*r be C|A At) fcjc 
Af 4 b-Wi]Di3 ? ' "Do ioirs wo Ui* A3*r "Jo UtijA, A3Af 
njo cleAfA, bo cAi^aS,' ajx f6, ' ajaj" bo cuaIa ijac t**!^ 
f AIJ boiijAij bujije bo b'^eApii u|iu T)i& ijA cuj"* * ^-blPV = 
3iiT» Ab ujttje f)D caoA&r* A3 1*PT">1'^ njAoiije asa]- n)*ic- 

JOfA otic/ 21 &ubA)JtC-rA b'A mo IjOtl) At) bjot bflAOIJAC ufle 

i)AC ciobpAiijij A beA5 tji, a ii)6(i bo. 21 &&bA||ic ffe, 3up 
' bfi6»3Ac i)A bAO|i;e a bubA^itt t)in oAjtAi" aoo bujpe 
PlAii).' 21 bubAttt-f A 'b'A itjo bu[i^ eirjop t)AC eA\ipi\t}D 6.' 

'20AireA8,' Aft AD C-ACAC, 'cAbAI)! At) ColpA Cilb' lillT) 

fiAttj, A3Af b|A6 tDo fl*D 1:6 AD b-'p6it)D ID* &i*i5 ri"; 

*3*r B*c l*]3ceA)t 6*n) b'AC* &cc pAjb At) colpA, ASAf 
DAc 3aBcap 5Tte|iD ojut) ir)6 50 b-cu5A& aij cfeAb l&]n).' 
2lH 1?A clof XJD bAlt)fA, CUJAf AR COlp* )ODA l&iti) bo'i) 
ACAC] A3Ar liDseAf cAjt fopo^B rfoc-ApbA AD bAfle ;' ASAf 

Cfe|& A tt)ulD5|t) A I»ACA A5Ar A luAfeAir b'A AOt) COIf 6 CiC 
AIDAC. 2ljt DA pAJCriD flO bo IpAICfb D* T-^ltJIJ*. *0 llD- 

scAbAji A D-b|Ais AD ACAI3, ASAf ciDA&r* A3*r *<'r 

eAUftOA' AD bAjle Ap ibulUc At) bUIJA h'* b-reACA|1}, A3Af 

' 5obA 5Aoice ahonld be written S^l-SAc^a, breeie of viW, becanBe 
ho WM to Bwift of foot that, it is Baia, he conlA ontrnn the March wind. 
" tonjUr 5aI-5AO|ce Ajfi CAeB i)0 ccu[£a, Gnlgaoiche floatt over the tops of 
moilDdi." Vide Bruighen Eochaidh Bhtig Deirg. 

» CAt> r«i3iui6 rfi-Att"* ^1 b4|le, probabl; metus a wooden paling 
bf which the dwellings were defended. 
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Oobha Gnoithe, son of Bonan, presented himself, and request- 
ed me to give him the haunch ; I, accordingly, gave it to him : 
he then declared that I gave him that portion on accouut of 
his swiftness of foot : and he vent out on the plain, but he 
had only gone a short distance when Caoilte son of Bonan, 
his own brother, overtook hira, and brought the haunch back 
again to me, and we had no further dispute about the matter. 
We had not been long ao, when we saw a hugCj obnoxions, 
massj-boned, black, detestable giant, having only one eye, 
one arm, and one leg, hop forward towards us ; he saluted 
usj I returned the salutation, and asked him whence he came. 
'I am come by the powers of the agility of my arm and leg,' 
responded he, ' having heard there is not one man in the world 
more liberal in bestowing gifts than yon, Pionn; therefore, 
I am come to solicit wealth and valuable gifts from you.' I 
replied, that were all the wealth of the world mine I would 
give him neither little nor much. He then declared ' they were 
all liars who asserted that I never gave a refusal to any person,* 
I repHed, that if he were a man, I would not give him a re- 
fusal. ' Well, then,' said the giant, ' let me have that haunch 
you have in your hand, and I will say good bye to the Fenians, 
provided that you allow me the length of the haunch as a dis- 
tance, and that I am not seized upon until I make my first 
hop.* Upon hearing this I gave the haunch into the giant's 
hand, and he hopped over the lofty stockades of the town : 
he then made use of the utmost swiftness of his one leg to 
outstrip all the rest (of the Fenians). When the Fenian 
chiefs saw that, they started in pursuit of the giant, while I 
and the band of minstrels of the town went to the top of the 

* 2lor OAUftqA. Arliati, consisting of OllamliB, bardi, scanacbaidhet, 
and other clasaea who profeesed the arts, sciences, &c. these were Id 
alUrtimes, called plearsaic eaUSijA (waad-bearera of arts,) 4c., ba. 
cause each professor bore a wand indicative of his calling; fiia waud 
was the diploma received, qualify ing him to profess his art. 
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Al; C«9 bo COI}*JlC^A 4.1) C-ACAC A^ |tu£eACC UA]QO A b-fAt), 

bo cujitjof \ojip& ]UCA uTQuro, AjAf 1?^ Hu3Ar b'Ajinj l^otg 

ACC t1>AC AT} \o]J) Alt} l&llbi ^SAf CU5Ar I TH>1A]5 CA)C, A3Af 

TtujAf AIT* A o-beifie Aift fljAB ao Rij,' AjAf &o husai" aj* 

AO b-C|t]AI> ItjeA^AtlAC &10b A l.U|lt}l7eAC, AJAf pilSAr Alp 

tt)A1^b PA 7^]nQe A5 21c Bd,^ (ftir a fi&|&caAtt ^ic Loa^q 
AijiuJ) ; ASAf bo 5«bAr rofAc i)A c6pA aj Riot) ao Kuaij,* 
«a6oi:>, laiiij beAf fie CitiiAC&Q CbotIi7*cc; AS^r ^^ Sl<T»I** 
'ijjl |:A)b UjiCA]]! UA]nt b ; A^i-X T<&1T)1'> Air C-ACAC ]1&I0A>Qr* 
bo CO^A C]0Itl17A CA)t &Af A BttA6 ibfC 2^&u||lirt) ;* A3Af )id 

IjOSeAfA 0* SiAjJ, AjAreirtoij l&|ti) 6eAf ^te c^p ciiijcioll 

©IMOIJl) 30 Ij-ftAf Bb|t)t>e b*&AbAl)t j' A3Af COS A1J C-ACAC 

Ifeinj, A3Ar bA TAii>u|l lie Uim ■poii ii>ii|Tt t> *S*r cu3Af* 
TJ&e ioi>* 6]A15, 30 ptt3*r Ajp caoI co|fe a^ji, 50 &-cu5Af 
ceA|ic A bt'O'iIA |te l&ji. '&A5c5|j( &u|c a ij-beAytpOAirt 

A T-blOUj' AJ» AIJ t-ACAC, ' 6tT* PI M<*^ ^<* PlPP®*r* COITJ- 

5|oU, ACC pif Ap b-pfe|Dp,' 21 biib*pcfA ijac Afi flit) Afl 
pblAot) 5«i) nje Ffefij. o*TPIb &iilPP "»*!> HP 3" fwS 

t-JAJAlJ l.UA]tT)peAC 6 LuACAJ^t <DbeAS*6 OpUlpiJ, A3Af 

CAO)lce TtjAc Rotjiiu \o^o. fiiAis, ASAf luACA 13A T^fcipije, 
A|i ceAiji^ ; A5AT bo cAS^iAbA^ X^^^Z 6 5AC p-bujoe aco 

> SliJib RJ3. literaUj. the moantain of the king. 

* ac bo. Tkt Ford of the Mine, pOMibl; to caUed BTen be&re tbe t»- 
nownedbnUof Utetur, Boon Cntulgne, had flopped, and depoaited there 
a portion of die carcue of liis Tanquished opponent, the Fionn Bodtma, 
or Bupernatnral bull of Coanacht, vliich he carried od bis horns, and in 
consequence of which the ford obtained the name of &t.tiii]-iuaiq 
(Athlone), which it retains to this day. Vide Tain £0 Cuailgne. If 
we may come to this conclurion from the nature of our text, it is pretty 
f^lea^ ttiat the place must liave been s &De dedicated to the boiine cultus. 
The dispersion of the memliers of the famous Connacht bull had some 
mythic meaning, and was not the consequence of mere chance ; it may 
hare been a-localization of that of the members of Osiris and Boghman. 

» Kpn at) |tuai5. Peak or cliff of the chace, probably so called oa 
acconnt of the pursuit of the roe. 

' GAr Bua& lijje ajo&umi)'), Easroe of the son of Uodhnra, who wa» a 
fomons Dmid. 
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ddo to wEttch their proceedings. When I eav that the giant 
had outstripped tbem a cousiderable distance, I put on mf 
rDDDing habiliments, and taking no weapon but Mac an Lu in 
in mj hand, I started after the others. I overtook the hind- 
most division on Sliabh an Righ, the middle (next) division 
at Limerick, and the chiefs of the Fenians at Ath Bo, which i? 
called Ath-Luain (Athlone), and those first in the pursuit at 
Bim-an-fiugigh, to the right hand side of Uraachan of Con- 
nacbt, where h« (the giant) vss distant less than a javelin's 
cast from me. The giant passed on before me, and crossed 
Eas Boe (now Ballj^sbannon) of the son of Modhnim, without 
wetting his foot : I leaped over it after him. He then directed 
his course towards the estuary of Binn-Edair, keeping tlie cir- 
cuit of Eire to his right hand. The giant leaped over (the 
estuary), and it was a leap similar to a flight over the sea. 
I sprang after him, and having caught him by the small of the 
hocik, laid him prostrate on the earth. ' You have dealt un- 
jnstly by me, O Fionn,' cried the giant ; ' for it was not with 
you I arranged the combat, but with the Fenians.' I replied, 
that the Fenians were not perfect, except I myself were with 
them, We had not remained long thus, when Liagan Imaim- 
neach from Luachar Deaghaidh came up to ns ; he was fol- 
lowed by Caoilte Mac Ronan, t<^ether with the swiftest of the 
Fenians. Each of tbem couched his javelin, intending to 

• e^r blltnoe l).eAt>a]ti. Eatawy at Howth. Bina Eadidr is tfae Iiuh 
name of Howth. It was a celebrated spot in the olden time : 50 bnn- 
fii&AIti rijic 6»bA|p "lie atjlojc tio time ai] cSao loos fir Afl *6*n 3*Tr51- 
fiCAc ii]aii) 50 })-&mnt}, i.e. (it wuaat Binn-Eadair of Eadar son of Anloich 
the first hark and first champion, that ever came to Ireland, landed). 
Story of CsAcacmAc tt^jqaC-culAC, (Ceatach the son of the king of the 
Tulachs). The hill of Howth was a " look-out" sCatioii for the Fenians j 
becausean; invader, who intended to make an attack upon the palace 
at Tara, landed here. It teas here Fionn Mac Cumhaill and bis chief- 
tains were stationed on the "look-out," when the; saw the mystical 
block fog from the east approach, and envelope the whole island. 
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bo AjijceAr* 0|(it« 6. 5«ii»|& 50 nu3A&A|i rttonjlAc tJ* 
■pfejijije oppmuu, A3*r b'^AFfiA|6e*bAT* cpeAO Ap fnirteAc 
bo b] *1\ AT) ACAC 5*1> A tt)ATt&Ab bo ltlCA])t. ' "Dob' olc At) 
coiffAfitU fiw' Ap *!) c-AcAc, ' 6jp bo ri7U|ttfi&e bttipe bob' 
^ei^r*!* >?* "iir® *"' ^IM'--' "I^ cfiuA()-cu|biteA6 ai) c-acac 
bo'o cop fjOj *5Ar Dion c(AT) 6it|iri> 50 b-ct>|V|d BpAij BeA3 

O'BuA&CiJt) b'F63JlA& IlleAj OpIDfA, AJAf |i&i;3AbAtt At> 

Ijot) r(i) b')^iAi)ijA|b 6|Ti{Ooi} leir &'* c|§ : bo leAf a5A(6 

MAC Odl* buHJIJ At) CAI) rjTJJ *3*r *0 CAJtftA03*bAp AD 

C-ACAC A fceAC ):& Ui|t ad cjje, ^S^r ^ cu)tieA& a b-f)- 
A^AiJ-e cAjc 6 ; *3*r *''FI*FI'*13®***t* **® *^1* * F*!" •* 
' Roc njAc <DjocAiT) nj'AioiitJi' Ap f6, 6a6od, ' djac bo jteAC- 
cA)T(e 2toD3uir AD Bij|»03A ceA]-,' ASAf Cu5 roo bcAo n*"!^ 
feipce fr^op-&i3itjfe|l, ASAf cuiU citOTD-Si«4& 60 S31AC 
'Ehp^^c tijic "Daccaoid. acA ado f^i feAbOD. bo bAlcAfA 

A 'pbiDDj *3*r "o 501U opiDr* 30 ro*t> in >» ^i* as 

iDoIaS lu]C AjAf SAlt^je A leADi)&]D> *3*r t)* F*IT)Dej *I> 
c^ADDA] A5A|- A bubAjicj-A, 30 b-fA^A]D ^^]V A c6)le cum 
TiACA, ASAf 'FiADDA ftjpiODD nflo ; AjAf bo 5rteAiDA|S nr^ 

fDC Hinje fJDJ AJAf l^DACfA 3Uf ttJO CA^tAlb ^ODIDUjQ 

21oD5uf AD BbpoS*' **'a *A3CA0iDe Ttlfj 3«T» cuijt jf d* 
TiACCAibf) n)6 ; 30 b-cu5 poluAbiquitj SAOice bfiAojJeACCA* 

■ Stoi)5ur Ai? blftiS^ BomeUmei called SoDsar 65 tn*e «|i Od5«aa in 
oar MSS. He irai the most renowned drnid of the Toatha Dedanan 
race. His reaideuce, or rather his druidical academy, was called bpUs 
or 1)oirii) (the Bmgh above the Boyne), now called the Temple of New 
Orange, count; of Meath. The wordMAr(iouth), ia added, because the 
position of the speaker relative to that of the ' ' Brugh os Boinn," justi- 
fied it in some measure. Aonfpia hadBrugha in several parts of IreUnd. 
For notices of him, see " Co<iiuj^eMx OI)1<Lptijuoj> 1 Sbrt^lQiie,'' &c., &£, 

■ 5aoc ofiDiiieAccA. (Druidical wind). The wind was one of the 
deities of the pagan Irish. 

'• FlLft|t11 1)4 sAcce iiu*i6« ijoiii, 
FuAiti) A cIoireAf citEflij ir CHUA3 J 
5*ec A TnjolcAr bl&r iia c-cutrt, 

itletCAf yCAIXA, Aij JAfiC ^lUAfi 1" 

SeAQ b&i). 
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"Ative it through the giaut and kill him in mj arma, but I pro- 
teoted him from their attacks. Soon after this the main bodjr 
of the Fenians arrived ; they eaqnirtd what waa the cause of 
the delay, that the giant had not jet heen slain. ' That is 
bad connsel,' said the giant, ' for a better man than I am 
wonld be slain in my eric* We bound the giant strongly on 
that occasion ; and soon after Bran Beag O'Buadhehan came to 
iuvite me to a feast, and all the Fenians of Eire, who had 
been present, accompanied him to his house. The banqaet- 
ing ball had been prepared for our reception at that time, and 
the giant was draped into the middle of the house, and was 
there placed in the sight of all present. They asked him who 
he was. ' Boc son of Diocan is my name,' replied he, * that 
is, I am son to the Legislator of Aengus of the Brugh in the 
south. My wife poured a current of surprising affection and 
a torrent of deep love upon Sgiath Breac, son of Dathcaoin 
yonder, who is your foster son, O Fionn; it butt my feelings 
severely to hear her boast of the swiftness and bravery of her 
lover in particular, and of the Fenians in general, and I de- 
clared that I would challenge him and all the Fenians of Eire, 
to mo a race with me ; bat she sneered at me. I then went 
to my beloved friend, Aengus of the Brugh, to bemoan my 
fate ; and he metamorphosed me thus, and bestowed on me 
the swiftness of a druidical wind, as you have seen. This is 

The nmrmnring of the Ked Wind ttoio the eut, 

I« heud in iti coutm b; the itrong m well m the weak ; 

A wind that blasti the bottom of the trees, 

And withen men, U that Red Wind 1 

Old Pom. 

Hence we Me tbkt there wm a nipematnTal tgencj attributed to the 
Red Wind from the eait bj the Irish ; in fact the wind being one of the 
pagftn deiUee, it never lost any of its banefnl influence! in the popnlar 
inpen titions of the Celtic race, and cbarm-mongen attributed niiicb 
eril inflnence to it« effects, and were wont to conjure it ver; menadnglj 
in their spelli. 
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I^S^tn, n)Ap bo coi}«|tcA£Aiftf| ; A^Ay Af fAb -pAp no 
f36AlA 6|b,' *|t Ai) c-A^ACi ' AjAf oj beAj 6f£t Af injpis- 
eAiijaiTt bo 6]i AjAf bo bocAp o}ttiT.' )aji f)t) bo l&i5eAl> 
Aij c>AiAc Afi n>^^l <>*c At* b-feAf B&iwp ciY 5*bA& mr; 
5ufi «b iiA]b riT) -ACA Ap reAt}-^ocAl ' tnA]i ituJAb Hoc 5d 
MAO 'FblTOj' S")! *b * x}i) ^Af 5lAb bo ceiirej a CboD^nb" 
i*P PloiTO. 

"BeiJt baAt> AjAf beAiTOACC," aji Covi^D, "iT "jSp *>» 
F-i(fi3;%ItbuJ*t> njCAvtiiAiro *5*r *I51ot>ca a bejc A5 6jr- 
b(occ Tt^oc J A3Af AhA)t» T«|oio AT)Otr cpe*b i*b o* tjeite if 
lOUSAOCAfbe r*V b.T=*ji)u?" 

'•a bfeAjiA PlTinroe At) i^6jl rit) pioc" *!» ^hov^ 
"O-jIac bd^ft Ac4 fAo b-T^*ioo, A3Ar ui beApttu* a 
b-'plAijiJAjSeAcc it]Ari) Iao) ijA buA]!} ijAC lt]*& bo tijeAbA.)p 
A|5e. 21c& loiJSQA efle a5uiiti>, 6Abot}j beAQ ac& asartta 
le T^ACc n^bl|A5AIJ1:lA, A5Af b} ff bed fAi} l& ASAf njAfib 
fAij $ibce;' *3Ar 1)] b-i'tJor* liotpr* beAtjejle'ijA j. 2lc» 
)oi:>5t>A e}le ai)d, fiAdaij, bufi^d tilT*l5ce bjof 5AC |te 
IV-bl|A5«)t} piTiflJOIJU AJAf ba]n\OI}1) ; AJAf bcAjtcAit clAtm 
bo Ai> bl|A^iij bjof Fifttiioijij ; AjAf bei^tiS pfeji) cIaijij aq 
bl|A5Am A bjof fopA it)0AO). 31c& )0Q3t)A ejle Asufut?, 

£A&OP, flcAJ ACa> ASAIUfA, &A&OQ, J^eAj ^lj]ACflA TOJC 

C(t]on)cu|Dij; ASAfijl bSit) uTicfliS i t^blA^5A t«atJOa; ajai- 

ij] C13 be6 Aou ocAc o'a b-ceAU3iijA6 1 ij-blAjs a b-«l<Ui)t)." 

" Beijl bu«b A3Af bCAtJIJACC A PIS P*l'J'7«i" a^i Coo*Pj 

" If buAbAC it}e*bA]ft-b6AlAC b]otyh\t\At^AC CAiM>f cu, 

AJAf AbAI^I llOin ArK>)f CpeAb f A It-AbAJICAp ' OjbeACC 

yh]t)i) 30 ce*c CbuAijo* '' " 

"ab6A|tA Afipiptfe fiT) pioc, A Cboij&iV ApT^ioijij. 

I be5 'rau iJi djuT nwnfi 'fAU oiftce, i.e. dead at ittjAI oixJ aline in (A« 
norntn^. This is a mylh, and hai tome meaning irhich we cftODOt 
now fathom. In the Irisli Kenniui, published by tbe ArchDOloglcal 
Societj [p. B06), we flDd the fdlowiug, which may be analOKouB 1 — " Zvi 
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hi; history for -jon ; and yon onght to be well satisfied with 
all the hurt and injury yoa have iaSicted upon me already.' 
The giant was iherettpon set &t libeily, and we could uot leani 
where he bstoolc himscdf. The proverb, ' As Roo came to the 
ho&se of Ennn,' has «rigiuated £ram that circumatanoe ; and 
BO iiatt is Ihe ancwer to your qneatiou, O Conan," said riano. 

" Wiu'victory and bleesinge," said CoDsn, *'aiid} aa it con- 
tributes much to my satisfaction and amusement to listen to 
you, pny inform me now what are the greatest wondois found 
among the Fenians." 

•' I will give you a true account of that," replied fionn- 
" There is a deaf man among the Fenians ; and there nerver 
was a lay or poem oompoced on Fenian sulyects whioh he has 
not sfored ap in hia memory. There ia another wonder found 
among US, that is, a woman, who hns been my wife during 
the last seven years, and who is alive by day and dead by 
nigtit, yet there is no woman I love so vtU as her. There ii 
another strange wonder, namely, a (srtain man who is eaeh 
alternate year a male and female: children are born to him 
while a male, and he himself bears children while a female. 
We have another wonder, that is, the spear of Fiachra son of 
Criomtbann, which is in my possession, its point inflicts ng 
injury, yet no person escapes ab've against whura it is oast 
haft wise." 

" Win victory and blessings, O Fenian king," said Couan, 
" it is with clear memory and sweet words you relate these 
things. Tell me now the meaning of the by-word, 'the hos- 
pitality of Fionn in the house of Cuanna.' " 

" I will tell you the truth concerning that, O Conan," said 



tacnc^ A|Tiin, .i!t]Aek;ATi)A|ii. (Three wooders at Clonmacnola. A mm 
withoat a head during the space of seven years, Inte Bucuc wa« hii 
uame, i.e. Maltamain. We have our stories about CoUq saq ce^qq, 
And more than this, it has come down to our own time. 
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5*|ll, 5*ipib 6 l,iiirin)e*c_4iU4C ; as*T *!i 5-c6l3 S-coi"?. 
e«)x>Q, B)i«i>, SseSUios, SeA)i iDub, toAtc tuACAftt, 
A5Af 3i}-nA}U t ojoti C|A9 bu(DO 50 &-f ACAn^lfl A^AC AC- 
^A|t5 &)it>-tQdft 6a5A]i7i;, A5«f saBaI ]A|iriAit}q \iep«, A\jr 
*1S®. *5*T ""wc AS r5it6ACA& A tj-sUic 1JA SA^ble ;• A3«r 

lUStOIJ 65 AO0C&3a6 lOtJA 6lA|S AS fSUAbA A1J AtA13 TIOITO- 

pe. 'NeAc tu^\rm &'* i^asaUiqa ffib' Ap mite* Slx^iriT 
4>iATin;n]b 6'45iii6De )0DA ij-6|A]J, ASAf u^oii c(()t) o|t|i«. 
^IfSlwin 1*P IT^j *S*r *T» cfiimt e)le bi Art) focAjti * 
1^b]A15 4>b|A7trnAt>A AJAt* AI7 ACAfj, ASAf )ia3Ani«]ti ''IT* 
4)b)*t>nJ»I*>j A5*r t)iO|l 6)t)TJ nW) AJII AT) ACAC tji Alfl Ap 

IttSi^Oi Stl* bo reA)iA& ced bojlbce bfiAoi3eAccA^ ^1^1^ lOD 

AJAf 1A& ; 30 D&It b^peAT b&}1}l} C& COUAlft lOOAtl 5Ab x^^i 

*3*r F*ACAiij 6'a b-Eii3&f feACAiij (lAft i)-31ai)a6 bo'p ce6) 
bo coijAttc c6a6 couttjU c]t}u-eAbcytoit) 5f ]iij|oU ai} A^a 
Aiij f03Af ; bo cuA^iHAit* Atli) T^^ ceAc, A^Af bt> bj f A]cce 

1 a V-sIajc qa SAittle, A curiouB idea — fkncy k giant, tiaTing a great 
iron lamp-post lied to his bac^ anil instead of a lamp a grunting hog 
placed thernn ; while a Bprightl; young woman waa pushing him on be- 
fore ber with all her might j this ia cerhilnly a ludicroni repretentation 
of tloth and energy. The pig, to be lure, is a popaUr emblem of tloth ,- 
" ai large a> a [ng," ii a commoo phrase. The boar fomu a prominent 
feature in the Hindoo mytholog;. 

■ Ceo oo]Xtice Dtwif^ACcA. The dark mytterioiu mht ofdntiditm The 

dmids were beliered to hare the power to conjure iolo eziateuce mitta 

and foga. Probably 1 cannot speak better on this matter than by 4Ui>- 

tiog the following from an old Irish poem, now in my pi 

" bu ouB iVQ ceo ua caB«6 i&ni. 

Hi] bub-ceo BoiU rljn QA II 

Cu5 ceo rnjuic tijAii mIUitjo biIihij, 

He'll cAint54]ii fe^Xl n b«AiiE d'Af* rl>>*5- 

RikB CAiceii BnA], qj f ulaiit fti), 

1r lonjBA Uec ber "!> ^1^ t 

Oin caib|ieA6 (Mm CO qs m'). 

Mo boivF*r w'S ^0 ''P e-clatu" 
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Fionn. "Oisin, Caoilte, Mac Lugliaidli, Diarmuid O'Duibhne, 
and I myself liappeoed one day, above all otber days, to be 
on the summil of Cairn Feargall ; ve were accompanied by 
our five hounds, namely, Bran, Sceoluing, Sear Dubh, Luath 
Lnachar, and Anuaill. We had not been long there when we 
perceived a rongh, tall, huge giant approaching us. He car- 
ried an iron fork apon his back, and a grunting hog was placed 
between the prongs of the fork ; a young girl of mature age 
followed and forced the giant on liis way before her. Let some 
one go forward, aiid accost those (people), said I. Diarmuid 
O'Buibhae followed, bat did not overtake them. The other 
three and I started np, and followed Diarmuid and the giant. 
We overtook Diarmuid, but did not come up with the giant 
or the girl ; for a dark, gloomy, druidical mist showered down 
between Qs and them, so that we could not discern what road 
they took. When the mist cleared away, we looked around us, 
and discovered a light-roofed comfortable-looking house, at the 
edge of the ford, near at band. We proceeded to the house, 



Dark VM tliat mist that enreloped iu, 

The block nif thic miet of the druids ; 

It bore A black withering cloud like & mantle orer ni. 

Which portended treachery to onr hotU. 

Cidcer, the druid, said — ve caonot avoid it — 
Many a champion ihsU be laid on tbe plain ; 
For it has been foretold to me_ 
That many a iword iball be Uid on the plain. 

It ii laid that the Cailleach Biorar can call into existence a dmidical 
mist that is fatal to mortals. But it was a druidical mist tliat gave 
Fiona the opportunitj of foretelling the late of Ireland. 

" Ctiea Bo'q ijeuU bOftcA t iOAjt, 
Oo T^iie 6nie tte l|-Si) UAirt ?" 

TbU ns the meaning of this dark cloud tVom the north. 
Which ha* enreloped Eire in an instant ? 

Mac CuakaiU'i Ptophtey, 
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A5*f eArS*?* *i-S*T't iAittJuj6e xfp a 6tiiiac ; *5*r eAfCAlP 
&m* A|)i btwAC «Q c|ob|tA|t) e]le ; A^f «r ^ ^ bj a fC|$ 
*ti * 3-cioi)iJi 051*06 Tlop-AOfb* F)*M)u-li*c A3 leAfc-up- 
r*(W *»J boitnir 0'*1« l*!") l^irJ *3*r t^Sl^O 65-*WnH) 

lOIJA fUJ&e 10«JA pJCAlp; ASAf ACAi Hj8f> AlQri?jI} AC-5«^& 

*p b|ittAc ce[oe 45 b|tacA6 iQu)ce ; asaj- rS*^S l>opu-lr*i 
bo'o leAc e|le bo'17 cetW^ A5Af bi, fa\[ bbA^ ]onA ceAt^i), 
AjAf ba rijAC jmjieAfiiB^bfeAS aij jac jMiil ftjoft ; AjAf bo 
h\ fieite A fcii A3Ar boljaij 56*1 Aije ASAf ccaiji) c^oti- 
&ub Aim ASAf b* A8*(tc ftOb-joprj *i5e, AjAf cefctie cofA 

MAfCTM I^AO) ; A5*r bo h] CA]lleAC a O-IAfl^ft Al) ipse A5Af 

lOQAft 05*|t-SUr ttliUpe; AjAf Wl 1**1^ *>*> btt)&e*i> r*"? 
c«*6 Acc rpj ; *3«T r&ilce rtonjAjQij A5 dsUoc ijA le*6- 
"IT*"* *5*r *>o t^lS***"'*!?' * S-<='»131<'I» fOT* wi'lip 0* 
biwijpe ASAf *)t 5-ctt)3 3-co|r) n)*ille moo. 't>fe*iK;Aii 
ArgAl-foi-Aij b')^10D9 ti^ic CurijAtU (Afi o^Uoc ij* Uac- 
a)tf aq) A5Af b'* tbuiQCitu' '^ftc l|oiiT,' aji ai> c-acac, 'tjeAC 
b'iA|tri*]& ACCBiOTJ&e A3*f 3*0 A beA3 i)& a rijSjt bo &ftA- 
ijAtij Aip be,' 3i&eA6 b'67|t3i& jop* feArAtb 45*r bo itjij 
6ft}Al-For*T5 b^IW- C|o& cfticc cJnij^S loc* orttwrA Ajt 

Ap l&CA^p DO, AJAf Oiop AlpS IJCAC tT) Ofinjf A ACC C*Oflce, 
A3Af bo h] b'A feAJCAO^O^ 30 ttfdtt* * CfteAb At) &A3CA0{I}e 

bo 50I (aji FcAji OA leAc-upf Aij) A CbAOjlce, a6c fe]j»3e 
Anr*6 *5*r CAbAijt beoc Uac *r bo ju^a c|ob)tu]b 'f aij 
b-fr*]cce canj )^l)10iJ?' 4)o pjw CAO^lce Ati>l*& n^j *5*r 
ctt3 Ijmj oa l)-e*i"3TtA|8e wtj* le^r *3*r ^"3 ^Afilf* !» A3*y 
b'fbiof beoc Aifre, A5Af bo h] bl»f njeAiA Ujtice At) ^a6 
Bjof b'A I)-6l; A3*f blAf Ap botijblAjf ad caij bo cnijieAr 
b«ti) ce«ov ]i 3UT* ^1^31^ 5Aece cjiSb AjAf ApSeAOiJ* aij 
biir bAnj, AjAf 30 b-ctio3«»AT» *iclbl3e i)|rf)e cu3*ii); 
A3AT- i>^ to6p 3UII io]oi)d-ajctj136a6 mfe, A3Af b* itjS 30 
tii6(( feA3C40itj6 CbAOilce pa foeifo be|t tt)A|i fio tj* panj' 
jocA |to|iT)0 t"Hj; 30 i>-bubAj|ic 65IAOC 0* leAC-unj-AO le 
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before which spread h lawn npoH vhich were two fouutains] 
at ttie brink of oiie foiiatain lay a rude iron Tesael, and a vessel 
of binnze at the brink of the, other. Thoae we met in the 
boQse wen, an aged hoary-headed man standing fay the door 
jamb to the li^^t hand, and a beautifol maid sitting before 
him ; a rough, rode, hoge giant before the fire, busily cooking 
a hog i and an old man at the other aide uf the fire, having an 
iron-grey head of hair, and twelve eyes in his head, while the 
twelve Bona (germ^) of disc ord beamed in each eye : there was 
also in tlie honse a ram with a white belly, a jet-black head, 
dark'^-eea horns, and green feet ; and there was in the end 
of the bouse a hag covered with a dark ash-colonred gatmeat : 
there were do persons in the house except these. The man at 
the door-post welcomed as ; and we five, having oar five 
hounda with as, sat on the floor of the bruigAean. ' Let sab- 
missive homage be done to Fionn Mac Cumhaill, and his 
people/ said the toaii at the door-post. ' My case is that of 
a man begging a request, but obtaining neither the smaller nor 
the greater part of it,' said the giant; neverlheleae be rose up 
and did respectful homage to as. After a while, I became 
saddeuly thirsty, and no person present pereeived it but Ca- 
oilte, who began to complain bitterly on that aCconnt. 'Tou 
have no cause to complain, Caoilte,' said the man of the door- 
post, ' but only to step outside and fetch a drink for Tionn, 
from whicbevei of the fouutains yoa please.' Caoilte did so, 
and fetched the bronze vessel brimful to me, and gave me to 
drink; Itook a drink &om it, and the water tasted like honey, 
while I was drinkmg, but bitter as gall when I put the vessel 
from my lips ; so that darting pains and symptoms of death 
seized me, and agonising pangs from the poisotions draught. I 
could be bat with difficulty recognised ; and the lamentation of 
Caoilte, on account of my being in that condition, was greater 
than that he had before given vent to on account of my thirst. 
The man of the door-post desired Caoilte to go out and bring 
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CAojlte ^ul *m*6 A3*r beo6 bo'i) cjobp*ih efle bo it,- 
bAjTTC ci»3Aii)T* ! 30 iJ-beAfipiJ* CAOilce AtijU rjiJ. 50 6-CU5 
lit) OA b-eAfSiMii&e i*fii)ui&e ca^m; AjAf tte[,peA& * 
b-6lA 6*ii> t)) b-FttAttAi- bo tcAUijCA CACA r)& corbUijtj fijAri? 
beAj-f bUds bA 0)6 l|on) ijfc tTJ 1* tia reipbe ; AjAf ida|i 
bo cujiieAf bOTij' cfiApt) ], ci,]ii\6 njo &A)t ASAf mo &eAl6 
pejij Oftti), ASAf b* IttjijijeAC litAc-5&]r>eAC le m' rijuiijqtt 

" )r *THJ rii> ^'fI*FPai6 ^Afi Au t]g6, ' Aji bjiuice Atj rijnc 
bo bt fAu j-cojpe?' 'Jf bitii|ce/ Ap aij c-acac, 'AjAf 

CAb|iAl6 AftOlDljbAtijrA?' 'CpfiAb AtJItOJIJtJCllSAll'UJltte?' 

Aft K6Ai» At) cJ5e. 'Cu5Ar ceAcfiAttjAfi bejjte b"pl)}oi)i) 

AJAf b'A COIU,* A|t *IJ C-AtAC, ' AJAJ- AW CeACflAtt)*& &«I[ie 

e)le bo 6eAcrtA|t dslAoc "pblDU* AjAr Ai) ceAC(iAiijA6 ijijt) 
bAii) irfeji); A5*f a bfw^m A^Ay « cipn bo'ij fsolej ab A(t 
AD b-cAob caII bo'o cejtje, ASAf bo'ij ca|U|3 ub fiAp jf *o 
5-c&]l ; ASAf A cuft-orSAl buicf-e AjAf bo'ij losJoij 65 ub a 
c-trocAiii.' ' )r bfiiACAfi SAtijrA,' Aji feA|i Ai) ctje, ' sup 
njAit bo pojijDir V' *)r bfijACAp bAtbfA, Ajt At) itefce, 
'jup Ab olc AD TiO]DD SAiDfA t, 6i|i bo &eA|iiDAbA nj6 fh\tt 
u|iDpe, AjAf Ajfc pii* n^i CU5 fl&e a^i ad 5-ceAcriAiijAiD 
bo b} All bfiAlA)6 njo ceAciiA|[i 65lAod f6|D ASAf jius lejr 
ir AD S-c»|l i' *S*r P® 3*'' *5* b-jceAb. Jf atjd ttj *» 
jAbAbAfi AD ceAirtAjt A tj-feiijFeACc bo leji a 3-cloi6itbe 
A5 liD'boAlA AD peice. 5lbeA& Dtoji ci»|)i ^d Aim Acc 
AtDu^l bo f5]DiJF®AbAO)f bo cloc d6 bo cA|ttiu]5; 5u|t 
b'fei3iOD bd^b j-uibe lopA D-iODAb f6|d a Tiff. 'tlAp tDo 
cuir,' Afi AD r-85-lAOc 10DA pAbAbAji AD bi fu]l b6A5, ' ir 
iDA||i5 b'A|i Ab cujbeAccA ad ceACiiA|i djlAoc bo l6t3l*>r 
b'AOD CAettA Aib^iD A 5-cujb b')ce b'A D-Aitb6eojD jotJA 
b-FlAgDAire/ A3Ar Ajt TJO *>"ft(ii3i& duiD ad peice, ASAf 

5AbAr AJl A COJ"A]b 6; 30 b-Ctl5 ll^A|t AJDtDiD At-^Aflh 

cAji bofuif AtDAc bo'D pe|ce. 30 b-tipU C6A)ic a bponjA pe 
Up, A3Ar DI f*CAtDA)p 6 riD AfDAC 6. )x 5A|p|b D* tilAjS 
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Ttie a drink from the other fountaiu. Caoilte obeyed, and 
brought ine the iron vessel brimful. I never auderwent so 
raach hardship in battle or conflict as I then suffered, while 
drinking, in consequence of the bitternesa of the draught j but 
as soon as I pat the vessel from my lips, I recovered mj own 
colour and appearance, and that gave jo; and happiness to 
mj people." 

"The man of the house then asked if the hog which was in 
the boiler was ;et cooked. ' It is cooked/ replied the giant, 
' and allow ine to divide it.' ' How will you divide it ?' said 
the man of the house. ' I will give one hind quarter to Eionn 
and his hounds ; the other hind quarter to Fioim'a four men ; 
the fore part to myself; the chine and rump to the old man, 
who sits at the opposite side of the fire, and to the hf^ in 
yonder comer ; and the giblets to you, and the yonng woman 
who is opposite to yon.' ' I pledge my word,' said the man 
of the house, ' you have divided it very fairly.' ' I pledge 
my word,' exclaimed the ram, ' that the division is very unfair, 
so &r as I am concerned, for I have been altogether forgotten.' 
And so saying, he immediately snatched the quarter that lay 
before my four men, and carried it away into a comer, where 
he began to devour it. I^e four men instantly attacked the 
ram all at once with their awords, but, though they laid on 
violently, it did not affect him in the least, and the blows fell 
away aa from a stone or rock, so that they were forced to re- 
sume their seats, ' Upon my veracity, he ia doomed for evil 
who owns as companions such four fellows as you are, who 
tamely suffer one single sheep to carry away your food, and 
devour it before your faces,' exclaimed the man with the twelve 
eyes ; and at the same time going up to the ram, he caught 
him by the feet, and gave him a violent pitch out of the door, 
BO that he fell on his back Ob the ground; and from that time 
we saw him no more. Soon after this the hag started up, 
and having thrown her aehy-grey coverlet over my four men, 
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ogdfi-jlAf Aft ojo cfiACitAjt 65IAOC, 50 i>be«ri|\i}A cejctte 
|-e*«6ip16 cptooQA cjiju-irU &)ob ! 2l|i * pAicfiu t-jo bAtij- 

f* bo 54b UAtpAII AJAI* ItlJ-eAjl* tWfe, ASAJ* AI) CAtJ lX> 

mocAfS d^Aoc 17A U4c-u|ifAT) t*|TTi A bubAipc l]om SaLfoijA 

^ItflAb ffelT) A5Ar TtJO CaA1)t) bo cup 10t)A UCC AJAJ- cobU. 

4!)o piueAf: A5Af b'6i|t3|& aij cA|UeAC as*!* &<> bAiij a 

VllV'^T* *•**" C^ACftATI S^IaOC, AJAf )AJ» tf-bui (-eACC ftAtlfrA 

|;tiATiAf )Oi)A itACCA)b i:S|p lAb ; asaj* b* luAC3&ifieAc 
ifompA riu. ' a FbltTO.' Alt ojIaoc pa le*c-u7»rAi), ' Ai) 
^OTISn* leAcf* fuiS^ *S*T 6pfcw5*& *i3 c^je fo?' t)o 
beAftbAf TjAC FACA tiiAiQ |otJ50A bA lijo lionj p6|i) 'iji 6. 
' S^ifOAb,' tpfleofAb |*]u A S-cjaU fub bu|r;,' Ap aij c-65- 

IaOC. ' aij C-ACAC Ob bo COIJAtlCAjr Ap b-CU|r, A5Af Ap 

tiwc A5 r3I'**c*& * ihsUic UA jAible, a ji f»b caU 6, 
ASAf AIJ leirje IT &IDTP *»; *3*1" * fl F' *•» pocAipr* 
AI) t'}5|ot) bo h] b'A f^oAbA, fia.6of), ai} ineAt)Dn>i)A; a^a^- f^ur 
AbA At) rijeAuprpQA ai) leirjje IS ; 6)p cfejb aij rijeAutjnjpA le 
^|tAp TjA j-il njAp ij* b-c*i& AIJ cof le bljAJAjij. 2iij tjo- 
I63' (ib caU ijA ful tJiAitj&A, At) j-aojaI ciAlluisceAji Af, 
*5*r ir ^y^]T^ Vi^ 3*6 neAC 6 ; AjAf b'A deApbAtS j-jij bo 
cum j-fe AIJ ne|ce Aji oeiTJjij]. 2lp jiejce ub bo cot)Ay»CA|r, 
c|oijtjCA At) bu|t)e cujsceAji l«ir- 21t) cAjlleAC ub caU, ap 
cpioe i i:&]0, «5Ar cjijop a V&At»*c bo ceAcpAit 63U0C j 

A5Ar AX) b& C]Ob)tA|b *r *f l^ir *9 "^^ *'l3t *" tpfeAS A3Af 

AO fjtiii)t)e' rujsccAp AfbA; Sm jr itj|lir l« bu\i)e Ap 

1 CaiIIsac, ic Old age ia aptLf repreaeoted u & vithered hag clad in 
a motley gftnuent. The Hindooa oonsider that CaU, cagUcAc ? was Fe- 
male Time; the is represented holding a Bcimitar in her hand Aiial. 

TVoBs. vol. in. p. 46. 

' S5ol^> in the present commoa Acceptation of the word, means far- 
mtr ; but it also loetuis old man. Ad old tnaa having twelve gltu>cing 
TJgilant eyes is a beantifnl picture of the world. 

■ Hi) l)ljTi£«5 A5Ur AI) Fl)iti|>l<)e. Faliehood and Truth are beautifully re- 
pceaented as draughts quaffed by the ttdrety from two fountains ■■ die 
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ffletamorphoBed t)iem into foor viliiered droOping-faeaded old 
nenl When I saw that I *as seized with great fear and 
alarm ; and wbeo the man of the door-post perceived this, he 
•desired me to come over to him, place my head on his bosom, 
«nd sleep, I did so ; and tie hag got up, and took her co- 
verlet off my four men ; and, when I awoke, 1 found them 
Teslored to their own shape, and that was a great happiness to 
me.' ' Fionn,' asked the man of the door-post, * do yoa 
feel surprised at the appearance and arrangements of this 
house ?* I assured him that I never saw anything which sur- 
prised me more. ' Well then I will explain the meaning of 
oil these things to you,' said the man. ' "Hie giant carrying 
the grunting hog between the prongs of the iron fork, whom 
you first saw, is he who is yonder, and his name is SLOTH ; she 
who is close to me, is the young woman who had been forcing 
him along, that is energy; and energy compels sloth for- 
ward with her ; for bseeqy moves in the twinkling of the eye, 
B greater distance than the foot can travel in a year. The old 
man of the bright eyes yonder, signifies the world ; and he 
is more powerful than any onC) which has been proved by his 
tendering the ram (wwerless. That ram, which you saw, sig- 
nifies the CRIUES of the man. Tliat hag there beyond is 
withering old aqb, and her dotfaing has withraed your four 
men ; the two wells, from which yon drank the two draughts, 
mean falsehood and tedth ; for while telling a lie one finds 

1rat«r of Truth ins bitter utd diB«igT«eab1e to the taste but irholesoDie to 
the thintf, whife that of S^hekood was eweet, bat afterwtu-dB caiued 
ftchiag pain and tonnenCa. Great powera were attributed hj the ancients 
to their aacrad foontaina. We read in SCanihnrat of a well at Old Leigh. 
lin, bj which people used to Bwear« when drinldug of the water j bat 
WhoeTerhad the temerity to swear taXtAj, the water would tpout forUi 
from him aa if hLi entrails had been bored in onkr to give it a passage. 
In the le*6At> l)fioacq*cl) (Irirfi Verwon of Nenniua, efiit«d bj the Kct, 
Dr. Todd for the Arclueological Society, p. 310), we read — " Oa copa|t 
T|US 10 Jl]iie«iiaib :fl|Ki SOaca r«lf> • iqaiib fo ceconi gq c| bU|rer TV MU 
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bii6A3 *5i »eAij*ii), AS^r ir re*T>b F*' *eoi5 j ; AjAf Cu- 

AijijA A vjuoirciuii TD'Aiuimn pfeio. *5*r "i '•^^ r^ sij^c- 

Aisim bejij ASAf cnsAr Sn**^ 6A3rij4jreAc6uicre AT=b|i30, 
Aji rijfeAb l>-eA5i}A A3«r c-flmfieAitCAir, juji Ab ujtije ^-i^ 
&o cu^rteAf ir TjA i»AccAib (Ab Afi fto C]ot?t), lODttf 30 
b-f AicpitjO cu i *3*r b« ' oj&eAcc pblDU 30 ceAC CbuAtj- 
ij*' A}!)]"} *i) rS^lln 5" *'fill>« A"? ftonjAit); asa^- cAbA^p 
bo ibniTWIti A c-pocAiji peAfCAj ajai" coblu|5 a 3-ciii3ioii 

30 ttjAibjoiji).' 2t3*r *>° t*iw4Ti)4]i> AttjU nu, A3«r *l* 

njlir3l*6 &fili)D Af 1 a|c a jiAbAnjAjji, Ajt njulUc CbAj(iiji> 

pftAi>3*|l, ASAf *^i» s-wiu A3Ar a^ t>a)iwu loij&p b-pocAin. 

3up Ab 6 XIV TruAfSlAfi bo ce|fce A Cbooajii," Ap )^|ouij, 
" A3A|- c^eAb bo beijt ojic bejc ttjAp yo 3A0 coblA &o 66a- 
ijAttj; Sift If fAbA le peAjt cocnjAifice tniji jad bul bo 
Inise Ui ?" 

" U]3 Af A fh}m," *^ Coo&u, " ojn ir s*i W lipij beit 

A5 cAoinjo^Af coiijltW> le cfejle 3uf b-cji&fCA, AJAf *l>*lt> 
Ijonj Auo|r cA u-beAjiijAS *i) "tooTib ^i^ldAoij' A|t b-cif ] 
»-6sitiiou, A3ur c4 l|Oo bo bj A3& bfiAQAib ?" 

"91 bfeAprA A FiMtJTJe ri" P1°^" *P Fi^w- "^i>i 
njjc CeA^iiQAbA 2t)]l-beo|l iij|C AtJ 'De«3A&*, bo jijij a 



ct qa n-secA, coqAb Alt) nAc l&inu|B tiaeiie a ca&All acc niiQer ce3tijAS 
citoicb." The following is the translation given in thai publication. — 
" There are two woUs in Aitthera. to the esBtvrard of Armagha. He 
who tasteg of one of thetn is immedialel; dead. If the other well ia 
gazed upon three times, it immediatelj Bwetta and drowna the person 
who »o gazes. Hence it is people dare not touch them, except wretches 
(i.e. ttte desptralt) alone." In a note. Airthera is sud to be Oiriar in 
the coiint7 of Armagh, and the wonder ia then differently described. 
" acAic bA c[bivAi& A i).OitipceATVA|b X o aiio ?llAtA n>I[it 11 =t ibear Mr^l 
yl BAitA c[biuwi bj& cftu, T biij taosUcI), iif cj ibeAT Aporle, i ijf peAr 
ijecl)CAt> rec A dejte, coijaS Aine ril "Ja lAnjAjt uifca ijeccAm &ib V'oV 
Thus translated :—" There are two wells in Oirthear, viz. east of Ard- 
macha ; the person that drinks the water of one of the welts will be poor, 
and the person that drinks the water of the other will be rich 1 and no one 
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it sweet, but it becomes bitter at the last. Cuaiiii& from In- 
nistuil is mj own name; I do not reside here, bat having 
conceived a wonderful love for you, Fiotin, on account of 
your Buperioritj in wisdom and general celebrity, 1 therefore 
put those things into the way before you, in order that I might 
see you. And this story shall be called, to the end of the 
world, the Hospitality of Cuanna's House to Fionn. Let you 
and your men come together, and do ye five sleep until morn- 
ing.' Accordingly we did so, and, when we awoke in the 
morning, we found ourselves on the summit of Cairn Fearg- 
aill, with our hounds and arms by us. So there is the answer 
to your question, Conan," said Fionn; "and what is the 
reason you remain as you are, and go not to sleep f 

" Cease, Pionn," replied Conan, " for it seems but a short 
time as yet that we have been engaged in pleasant conversa- 
tion; so now tell me, where the Dord Fian was first made in 
Drin, and how many men were employed in making it." 

"I will tell yon the truth about that matter," said Fionn. 
" Eathoir, Ceathoir, and Teathoir, the three sons of Cearmad 

knows one of tfaem from the other, and therefore no person dare drink 
the wal«T of either of tLem." It would be an almost endlegg [a»lc to enter 
upon the Bupematnrol properties attriliuted to lakes, riverB, and wells 
b; the pagans of Ireland, m veil ai by those of almost all conutrles of 
the world. However, to shew that a belief, analogous to that of the 
ancient Irish, in the superoatand properties of water, still exists in the 
east, it is snfflcient to mention the three lakes in the countries adjacent 
to the Nile, whose names are derived from Asm, tears, according to the 
PuToxat. Thenameof theflrBti95oC[!arw,or TVano/Sorrow; the se- 
coudis called Htrtbitru, or Teario/Joyi the third, Aitandisrti, or 
Teart of inward pkaiurahle untation. There are maa7 strange legend* 
recorded in the Puranaa concerning these lakes. — Vide Ajriai. TVans. 
Tol. IIL p. 341, Vide note infra. 

1 Co^ y\Mi appears to have been a wind instrument of music ; it is 
celebrated in all Fenian poenis, and Bupematnnd powers are often attri- 
buted to it« nolei. 

■ C\i] nne CeAiiiOABa tQjICeoil line m) DAg&Ae. Tnatha Deduian clkiefa, 
And, probably, celebrated musicians. Dagdae, in our text corruptly 
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iijic CoufiD' bo w^ '"J* '>t*I3 IT? * ; *5*r i)*e^mjAp bo 

6At)A& i&\x 6, 1)6 50 T>i>ioi6 r* mire ; ^s^r c*e3*e cAt>*r 

l|omr* *. sup **> * ri" FM*r3l*6 &o Aenxft, * C\)oi)i.}X}," 

AJt ■plOTO- 

" Be]|t bu&6 A5«r beAouAdc," «|« CoD»t), " A3*r IWIT 
bAtij Aooir c*jiibe*6c Bbiwio «3Ar SseoUius* n^oei 

OeA5A6, was Bupposed to liave been the great deity of the Tiuthti De- 
danana, or the eun. All tlie druida of this people were called CtAifir 
0*56*6, or De^liadh, and an individual in the text ii ealled ^*c *d 
O«5&4o, (with the articla in) sod <rf tit Dagdae, ft n»ode of expressloa 
in Irish calculated to ihuw that this being vaa not of the homaa race. 
Among the Hindoo*, theTIIIth of Cartica, or Aiwina, was dedicated t«, 
or called Daghda, in a note ; the days called Daghda, or bumi, are Ta- 
riable, and depend on some inanspicioiu ooojunction. Vide Aiial. Re- 
tearch. toI. III. p. 263. 

1 Do tijiji) 4 if-6ip|i)n. Made in Ireland. From this mode of eipreas- 
ioD it appears that the oojio f|*if was not flrst ioTenled in Ireland. 
> F*r« CaifAig, a Fenian chieftain. 

» 1>|ui) *5ar SseoUiiJs. Names of Fionn'a favourite hounds. Sjeo- 
Iaiil5 is sometimes written ceolbmn, uctel-oaict, of which the name in 
common ase is undoubtedly acormption. On the metamDrphosis of hu- 
man beings into wolveg. among the wonders of Ireland (see LeaBiB 
toneact)*c, edited by the Rev. Dr. Todd, IntradKclion, pp. 204, 205). And 
in a note, another veruon is given as follows i — " Urstr^ *tto|le Daiije » 
1)-&\\^^lb ,1 rjl LAI3«e FaelAjb * i]-On»*T5B, B(*3*I0 4 pic!)c*|b -njnc CiT«e, 
in c*i) )T ail loo, T njafihAiB ij* b-inoilo t" ber 1* ^V^^ ^TP^t T T-»5b*!e A 
cojipu feirj, in c*i) cjajajb *r n* conn*cb=*]6 Aichiisi'' ''!'» TOuin=ett*|h 
can AcoppuoocuiijTcusaS, AtiD|* cuinrcAioceTi 1^ joc^fte ce*cl]c tfttifir 
*f n* coTip*|b ; T S|* cnaclici|ai5cef» anjiijcl) bejB n* ctwcljca nn i>* «i|t- 
pa|b aijorn* cfjaib T bij in peoil ocaps c*|C4|ti aiDUieh ■*«* TiAcl'Hb.*' 
i.e. " There are certain people in Eri, viz. the race of Laighae Faelaidb, 
in Ossory ; they pass into the forms of wolves whenever they please, 
and kill cattle according to the cusl«m of wolves, and they quit their 
own bodies ; when they go forth in the wolf-forms, they chaise Aeir 
friends not to remove their bodies ; for if they are moved, they will not 
be able to come ag^ into their bodies ; and if they are wounded wliile 
abroad, the same wounds will be on Uieir bodies ia their houses ; and the 
raw flesh, devoured wliile abroad, will be in tlieir teeth-" The account 
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Milbheoii, son of Deaghadh, were those who firal made it in 
Erin ; and nine men were accustomed to plaj npon it. Fatha 
eon of Coiian made it after that, and nine men w«re wont to 
perform upon it, until it reached my time, and I employ fifty 
men to play it : so this is the solation of jonr qoestion, 
Conan," eaid Pionn. 

" Win victory and blessings," said Conan, " and inform me 
what kindred have Bran and Sceoluing to job, wherg it was 

□f two wolrei, a man and vife, given bj Giraldus Cimtirearis. alluded 
to in the Introduction, p. 46, ia that tiey were transformed into wolves 
every seventh year, in consequence of a curse imposed upon them by 
St. Naal, or Natalis, Abbot of Kilmanagh in the county of Kilkenny. 
This Saint flourished in the sixth century, and the caaae of the corse, 
no donbc, if it was ever pronoDDced againtt them, was their obeUnacy 
in adhering to tbe wicked abominationB of paganism. Those human 
wolves had been banished to Meath, where the/ met a priest in the wood 
where they concealed themselves. The incident is said to have taken 
place a short time before the arrival of Cambrensts in Ireland. Vide 
Uaban l)fi6Acij<icli, (Ed. by Bev. Dr. Todd, p. 204, note.) The fal- 
lowing ia a portion of the wolves' address to the priest : — " Be quodam 
hominnm genere surans Ossynensium ; nnde quolibet septennio per im- 
precationem sancti cujusdan Natalis, scilicet Ahbatis, duo, videlicet, 
mas et fbemina, tam a formis, quara a flnibus exulare c<^pntur. for- 
niamcniuihumanaiiiprorsusexientea induunt lopioam. Completovero 
septennii epatio, si forte superslites fuerint, aliia duobus ipsorum looo 
simili conditione subrogatis, ad prlstinam redeunt, tam patriam, qoku 
natunun."-,- Top. Din. 2, c. 19. The notion of human beings having 
been changed into wolves is not peculiar to Ireland. Lycaon was changed 
into a wolf by Jnpitei, becanse he served up tbe body of a host^e as 
food for the deity. 

" Territus ille fagit, nactusque silentia ruris, 
Biolulat, frustraque loqui conatnr ; ab ipso 
CoUigit OB rabiem, solita cnpidine ceedis 
Vertitur in pecddes ; et nunc quoqoe sanguine gaudet,' 
Ovid Melon. Fab. VII. v. 18. 
Feti-saca of the Hindoo mythology had the power of separating hii 
son] from his body. S. Natalis lived in the VI, as the learned Editor 
of the lsaB»ll UneAcijoc isaertfl, and the wolves in the XII century, 
aad the S^nt could scarcely have inflicted his cnrse upon indlvidnaU 
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ClBt)D4f puAJlAir lAft, AJAf CIA DA Cpi IttJC ID&CA|t bO b] ACO 
« b*pJA0t)U)5GACC ?" 

"jDUe6i-A0 rit) bujc," Ap pjoiji), "7*e4cc ijAOtj b'* 
b-ciipi6 tijo itj&CA|it Afi cuAiT>b cusAfijj-A, biJdot), 9fyt\i- 
p«IDD SI)iiu3-cAori)' ii?3ioti dj*i63 rijic NoAgAt, A5Af a 
beiTt&nwp itjAjU© pft, «a6oi}, CupitAinu itjgjoij 'Cb*]63; 
AjAf bo bj bi pfg peiijije UIa& ahj pocAiJife; JolUub 

&ACCAC, AgAf TsAfSwr l*l<")'J-'i>Sltj bi rijAC CA|f CuAlU 

51)6 ; AjAf bo bj JolUoD Baccac *; ruiPSe ?« CnpiiAiuij, 
AjAr bo 3?ifc&AiS 30 njfiTi i ; *3«r Ctt3*r* *» t Ap coi&ce, 
&A6ot), Ap A ir^^Ajl fl&i) bAio Aij CAi; bo |Aitf:u]QO j,* ^S^r 
flat)* njAice D*' l^^iuDe lej|* fit); A5Af }f AbbAft f* 
t)-beATt]tA bAti) f jt), feA&oi), leAni)Jki) njiji rjje' bo bj A5 
)oUAt)t), 6A&01), Ucc-beAlb, iijjfoij pJ5 Cojleji) "peifiliu)* ; 
ASAf bob' ca^aI l|otDf a ] bo ti)iUe 'Ct)ufi|iAiDi)e, gnji Ab A|t 

rit) cttjAf Af n)o laiiij ffeiij A Ujri) Oirio 1, 43Ar c»3 Oiri» 

A Ujiij CI)AO)lce j, A3Ar CU3 Cao|Ic6 a Ujfi) fi)|C tii5*ll> 
1' ^SAf ^03 ""^C tu5A|6 A liijti) 4>b]Atiti?iibA Uj "DbnibDe ], 
tu3 'DiApn)uib A liiri) 51)0|U ii)]C IJQdiTtDe % cuj 5oH « 
iijtij Lu3A]& Laii)A njAC SoJait) CAjI|J j, AgAj- ca5 l-ii- 
JA]8 A lijii) JolUgt) 6accai5 !■ ' 21f aiijIa bei)ttn) Ap f^l^O 
buic' A7t tuJAjb, 6a6od, ad cad IT "Jicjb le )-|0dd * b-I*p- 
ftAjb, tnfA b'A TAbAiftc bo fllD n>A|i |j" buAl; Ajkj- IH13 
JoUadd lejf b'A c|3 t*!D i =*!» fe|r DA 3-coiij3Joll f(D; AjAf 
bo b^ Aige 30 b-cifiU cAob-cyMin) cot»|»Ac uAjb; A3Af bo 
cuAfb AD leADD^D Tije T^D JoUaid^J bo joddh*)*^ djuji- 
TiAjDO A pioce n)A]lire, AgAf a bubAfitc, 'bo-feuni "Pjodd 



who lived at lenat five centuriei after his time. Therefore the whole ia 
nothing else but a rtorj founded on the lingering 4)elief cheriihed by 
certain individnaU in the pagan doctrine of the ttansmigration of the 
Hiul into othei bodiei. If there be anj grcund pt the belief held I^ 
Bome old folks, that there is, or was, not lonE' since, in Tippersi7, a 
&taily who wore woItcs' tails, we may coDcloae that the belief in the 
incident* glren aboTe, is bj do meaaf extincy and that the deiceiidanta 



Digitized by Google 



161 

yon found them, imd who vere the three half brothers by the 
mother's side, that they had in the Fenian ranks?" 

"I will tdl you about that," said Fionn. "Muinionn 
Mongcaemh, ^nghter of Tadbg son of Nuaghat, my mother, 
once paid me a visit, on which occasion she was accompanied 
by her sister Tuirreann, daughter of Tadhg : there were at 
that same time with me two princes, chiefs of the Fenians of 
Ulster, lollanu Eachtach and Fea^ns Fionn-m<Jr, sons of Caa 
Cnailgne. lollann Eachtach was paying bis addresses to Tuir< 
reann, and was deeply in love with her, and I gave her to him 
in marriage upon certain conditions, namely, that she should 
be restored safe to me, whenever I demanded her, and that 
the Fenian chiefs should become sureties for her safe return. 
The reason 1 demanded that was, lollann was attended by a 
familiar female spirit named Uchtdealbh (Fair-bosom) daugh- 
ter of the king of Coillen FeidhUm, and being apprehensive 
she might destroy Tuirreann, I therefore gave her jrom my 
hand into that of Oisin ; Oisin gave her into the hand of Ca- 
oilte i Caoilte gave her into the hand of Mac Lnigheach ; Mac 
Luigheach gave her into the hand of Diarmuid CyDuibhiie ; 
Siarmuid gave her into the hand of Goll son of Moime ; Goll 
gave her into the hand of Lughadh Lamha, son of Eoghan 
Taileach ; and Lughaidh gave her into the hand of lollann 
Eachtach, saying : — ' I deliver to you this young woman upon 
the condition that when I'ionn thinks proper to demand her« 
you shall restore her safe, as in duty bound,' After that mu- 
tual engagement, lollann conducted her to his own house, and 
she remained with him until she became pregnant. That fa- 
miUar spirit of lollann paid Tuirreann a visit, under a dis- 

of Fael^dh of Ouotj lUll retain tbeir wolfish predilectioDi and poMiblf 
lure tails. 

' ajutifiATiis 3nui)5c*ei5. See Introduction to Baltb of Gabkra, p. 1 1. 

* A carioQs marruge ceremonj of tha pagan Iriih. 
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be*r* AjAf rlaiijce cnjab * P^>3*lUj' ■*!» tIj *3*r * *^ 
bA]ftc Uac ' o]ifei,c tq&^c So 66AiiAm, A5A.f ca)* lionir* 
«rtrAC 30 pAbtiAb beA5&p pocAl FMocj ajji Aci SeiFjn opm.' 

t>-c6AC} bo cAriTt4)05 4.1} &*cUc f:Le«r5 twrl&ce bfiAois- 
eACCA & 1)4. bjiAC, A5Ar CU5 buiU.e:t)')n 30 ij-beA^ifiQA r^lS 
ri}|lcot} bob' aille bo'tj bpoDs bAoi>t)A bo'ij insju, A3*f T"*3 

Ij 1 50 ceAC "phftAtlJUr* "pblUO-lftlC, feA&OtJ, Htj ^ICA Cl)AC 

^^A^ItAibe;* *5At ir Anjl* bo 6j 'peApsur : bob' fe *ot> 
bupje bA i;eAti}coi}A]|t« f-Ai} botbAij ft, a^a^ v\ Utvca^iw cli 
bo belt 1 u-Aoij c|S lejr ; 5i6eAb, a bubAfiic aij ©acIac,' 
'bo cttift }-iot)D bcACA A5Ar fl4iijee cujaS, a "pbeAjismj-,' 
Ajt rj, ' A5Ar A bfibAipc U«c At) c-fofj iJulcot) fo bo leAr- 
U5*6 so "J*!^ f^ iJ* co^oDe pSm, asaj- Aci ciiA)poe luce, 
AjAr leAr*iSceATi 30 iDA)c libfi i, ASAf Di cAbAjji r6*l5 
b] 6 tijCAbdcuf A bjiiiJA, a5AJ" b'A b-cujAjp v] bmftjoc T-IOTO 
b^oc.' ' )ot)50A l]on)rA ri''»' *?* T"**T'3"r» ' <*1f *'-*^ * 
Fl^r *S Fl<"^0 1*^. b-^ruil fAt) botb*t) bujoe If TJeAibcooAjpe 
'ij4 iPll^, 5i&eA6 T)i 6|ulcdcA6 nyb T}Oi)t) f&'p j-cAAb cu fo 
bo Cttiji ffe c«5Aii>.' " 

■DaIa T^VAjisuir, It 5A||t|b 50 D-beACAi6 U t>A co!i) 

b"f lOf A ttJAJClOrA, AJAT bo J>|t» COfJAJJl tw6|V rejlje At) lit 

TIP. *3*r 3*c la ejle 50 cjotjij tijiof A : oj[i u| ^aca aoi) 
beACA^Ac aUca b'A ruiljb ija c]DireA& aij cu a^ji ; 3«i« tbftA- 
bu(5 A bitu3 Ap cAtj YW 50 ijAC cu5Ab i;)a6ac u|fice 5 tit> 

' Hi Cli*c ajeAJjiAifto. The ancient name of Galway harboiir. 

• CocUc, Bigniflea a. courier ; and etraagely enough, thou couriers 
were, many of them at least, females, as in the present case. letXiAn- 
cAtw was the fayorite courier of Conchabar Mac TJessa, king of Ulster, 
and Dogrijiu tras the courier of Camhall, This jealous Leanuan Sighe 
annmed the character of a courier in order to deceiTe her intended vic- 
tim. TbeLeaanau Sighes alwafs bestowed their afTections on some mortal 
object, as appears fWiin the account of thesi in our HS8> as well as in 
popular tradition. There ia a curious story current sraong ^e people 
concerning the love which Cliodhna, the fairy p riucess, bor« towards a 
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guised appearance, and taid, ' pruicsss, Fionn wishes jott 
long life and bsaltlv rad desiies joa to exercise hospitality mi 
a lai^ scale;: some ost vitb. ate until I speak a few words- 
with joa, w I aiBi in a hsrry.' The yoang woman acooEopa- 
nied hen oat, aad when they wexe aome diataiica fniai the 
honse, shs' took her dark drnidioal wand ftom uadtr kei gar- 
ment and hanng struck the young woman with it, met-aiaoc- 
phoaed ha into a greyhound, the bsndsonest that the bwaaa. 
eye ever heheld, and, brought her aktng with her to the booBcr 
of Fea^os Fionnliath, king of AJ^-olieth Meagbrsith.. Notf, 
thia wBs the character of Fe^s : he was the moat BnaoaaUe 
individual in the world, and he would not pernut a hound to 
remain in the same house along with him. Neverlheleaes the 
concier laid to him, ' Fionn sends to ^eet yoii, wishing you 
long life and health, Fergus, wd requests .you wiU take good 
care of this hound agaipst his cmaing here j she is heavy with 
jioung, therefore take partioalar care of ber, and do not snSer 
ber to hunt (sfter her foetus grows hearier) ; if you do other*' 
viae Fionn will not thank yon.' ' I am mach surprised ^ thia> 
order,' replied Fergus, ' since Fionn well knows that there is 
not in the world a more unsociable being than myself, yet I 
will not cefuse Fioun's request respecting the first hound h» 
ever sent me.' " 

As regards Fergus : he soon after brought out his hound 
to the uhace to test her value : and made a great havoc in the 
hunt that day, and every other day, during a month ; for the 
hound never saw a wild animal that she would not run down. 
At the expiration of that time she grew heavy with young, so 



Mnniter chieftain ; the ii said to hare awumed the appearance of Sighle 
Ni Mbarraoaa, a airineherd'a daugbter, and to hBTe became a aerTaDtiB 
tbehonM of the joung chiefa father, la which utuation ihe managed by 
indiutiT and good conduct to riae to the Bitoation of a lad;'* mftid in the 
fiunilf , and at lut to win the aflecUoiu of the otuect ot her love. 
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6e f|T) 60 con«i6. ^o b^ beaij 'pljeAfV5u|r fS'ij ah? riO * 
1^*1TUfl^^ A b-lowtjbuSA* : jujt Ab *op oi6ce ^tus rt cIaW 
*3*T T^"S ^'J ^" *** cojleAiT, eafiop. Soli ^54^ T-**!*^"* 
a6c ce*t)uA, b* 3TJ4fcAC le r^tMC tu-bliASAi)i)A t'^I"'^ TI^ 
A|v nj-bjieic cUptje bo tqijao^ "pbeAjtJttrA, 7^03rijt>r>' ^03^*^ 
bo TOAcc A» o|6ce c6*bijA ASAf Ai) l«Ai)b bo b|te)6 Uir- 
C}06 c|t&cc, c&TtU 6icleAi)i)' Ap 7^b!«ff> a 5-cioi)i> bl]*- 
JAt)l)A. A34f bo TlJIJlWAbAJl OlgftACC A fo-Z]^ THjeApjufA 

■pbiijij-lfeit i *5Ar bo fftopAbAp T^eApjuf a'tj olc rio ^v 
■pboibojtAic. 

<DalA }-bH)I)i lAjl 3-clor bo »AC flAlb f|l»fl A ib&tAft A5 

JoUai^ &ACCAC : bo eA3A]ft a flitjA at* ar b-Tftitn> 50 
TtiioiJ tujAjS UitjA pa 6eo|3 ; A3*r =n3 ^-^S*!** * brUACA)! 
30 b-qob|tA ceAiyv JolUitjij b'TblotJi). mmjA b-pAJAfi ^|i- 
liA]i7U fU«> beo le cAbAiiic a o-^oc a fl&pA i*ii): 3nfi 
lA]i|i JoIIaito ciiitbe |ie ij-bnl b'|Ati|iAtd CbniiT**1we ; A3Af 

C03 A b7l]ACA|t tlJUIJA b-pA^Alft f, 30 b-CJOCpAft pfejlj bO 

^A07tA6 oiD(cc 1,U54]&, A5Ar CU5 1,U3A)& ATt cAjfibo rm bo : 

5Up jjluAIf JoUaIJI) Atjl) rjl) ttJAf* A pAjb A l«AI)i;&t) t1^< 

6a1mi>, Ucc-beAlb, A S^ J CoileAiT)* }-bei6M"W i S^T* TJ^T 
A cof5 b). "8l)A]reA6/' Ap Uccbe*lb, "b'A b-cttscapA 



■ Fo3ii)Att, signiflei a giant as well ae a pirate, probably became tlie 
LochlommchB or Fomnriu)!, irho eettled on the coatts and islands of Ire- 
land, during the earliest periods of the colonisatioa of the coantr; were 
giants as irell as pirates. If we can giie any credit to ihe aaaertians of 
Procopina, and the author of the Crymogaa, or Anliqmliei of Iceland, 
those Fomoriana vere descendants of the gigantic Canaanites expelled 
bj Josne from their country. 

* ercleAiji;. The Editor has not met any notice of this bdng either 
in M8S. or traditional tales, bnt sapposea her to hare been a Leannan 
ffighe that attended Fiona. It is, however, recorded in tradition that 
she wat the enchanted hound that tescued the infant from the gntip of 
the giant fay gnawing off his arm, and that she preserved it until mont- 
ing. When Feargus and bis people found tlie chamber, in which she 
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that she was afterwards led to the chace no more ; and Fear- 
gua was filled wiih love and a strong passion for honnds ever 
after. The wife of Fergus happened to be confined about that 
time; and she gave birth to an infant the same night that the 
honnd whelped two puppies, a m:de and female. It so hap- 
pened during the previous seven jeara, that whenever Fergus's 
wife was confined, a Fomotach used to come that same night, 
and cany gwa; the infant. However, Eithleann met Fionn at 
the end of a year, and having arranged a hospitable meeting 
at the house of Feargus Fionnliath, they delivered Fei^nt 
from the plague of the Fomorach. 

As regards l^onn j when be learned that bis mother's 
sister was not living with loUanu Eachtach, he insisted on the 
fulfilment of the pledge by which the Fenians were bound to 
restore her safely j the pledge parsed (from one to the other) 
to Lughaidb Lamha the last. Lughaidb pledged his word th^ 
he would bring the head of lollaon to Fionn, nnless he (lol- 
lann] would dehver to him Tuirrtiami alive and safe, that he 
might restore het to redeem his own pledge. lollann requested 
time to go in quest of Tuitreann, having pledged his word 
that if he was unable to find her, he would surrender himself, 
in order to &ee Lughaidb from bis obligation. Lughaidb grant- 
ed him that request ; and lollann immediately proceeded to 
the Sigbe of Cuitlean Feidhlim where Uchtdealbh, his Leannan 
Sighe, then was ; he told her the purport of his visit. 'Well 

keunelled, full of blood, the; were on the point of killing her, under 
the auppoBituui that ahe bad murdered the child j bnt they foTtnnittelj 
discOTered their nustuke in time to prevent eo uugratefnl an act. The 
Buoe ftuthorltj relates that tha hound led FsarguB and hia people to the 
giant's cave, where they succeeded in killing him, and alwi recovered 
the leven children that hod been preTioualy kidnapped by him. The 
Btorj u a pretty one, but too long for insertion here, 

' 5l3e CbojleilD, often written Ti=e (the n'so). ie anppo»ed to have 
been a fairy palace, but often in Irish MSS. it aignifiei a druidical acar 
demy of the Tuatlia Dedanani, the same ae bftu and bttufstii. 
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cujp AjAf fl&t}A Sai^ta f Jwd' be|e Ffe^ij tJjAp d4il© 30 f^t*- 
ceATfi} bo ^ACA A^Ab, b<J f Aop^iuij 6'ti tj-^iS fit) en." 

Cttj joiUo?) nrj &1, ASAf bd cuAffe fin s«> ti5 ■P)e*t*5nr* 

Tuocc fftjD }, SAin^b 6't) b-ciS *m*6j AjAfcioSA le)r atj 
t'JS1<''J cajAtpf A, Ajaf bo itlUlt UctbeAlb a bejc copjiA* 
ipopb beic loijA C01TJ t)!, AS*r S^ I">3 *>* fiojleiHj, 6*60^ 

Soft AJAf "peA^Cfi } AJAf A ftuftAJflt bV TOO |KlgA IjOIDfA A 

lO-beic loij* u-bAffjinb ijo 10IJA s-copAjb 30 nj-biAbAOif 
AtijlA. ft bftbAftCfA) " HA njO 6ATt) t'*!!) bO beATtcA^&e lAb 
30 njo iu>Ja l|on} a nj-bejc ^oija 5-COIJA16 ;" Adc c6ai]ita, 

b']AH|( t.li5A)6 L&riTA IttA&ACC A COlTObCACCA 0|>I1Jf A, 64601), 

T>«^T*<^f 1TO bo tAbA]Ttcbo^]iTn}AitriTttAoi, TIujAr;* A3Af bo 
&1 Aije 30 pus cm«T« iDAc iQAiie 60, 6A8017, ■S3iAi>6iteAC, 
Sk»&3M) Ktt«6> *3*t CaoI CjidSA; «3«t Af lAb fiu da cfi^ 

WIC W*tAT» ACfc *5 BHAI> A3*t A5 SspoIaITIS a fe-^^IAlTIMll- 

geAcc ; 50^ Ab * ffij f:ft«A3tiA bo fccAfbA ftnjc, a Cljopliiu," 

A|i T'T^no- 

" Beip biiA& ASAf bcAiHJAic," aji Coijfct), " a pij y^b^vrjn 
If ttjAic Ai> r-eSUif c(t3«ir bujinj; A3*r ITJiJlt *>*"' ^''•'Tr* 
CpCAb trUc Aft l)At:A6 cu, A3Af cpeAb pac a b-cu3*d Afble 
Aicjfe bob' SuHif ; ASAf tnfcf mA|tb a|» bo coIajoq A3Ar 
pnAifie AI7TOA A|i bo 1«ac:a|i; A5Af c& ^*]b bo cHjtlA 6nic« 
befc A(qIa ?" 

" ©o bfeAftf A A nPl'"'® TT' Site" A|i 'F|oiTO- " Slop bo 

lAeC|b b'A ]tAbAf A A l)-^ln)ll|IT leACAIJ-lbdlt lM]^eA1)lh A^Af 

itjAjtib ijA ^fejotte TOAjlle ^lonj, A3 ol A3Af A3 AojbijeAf ; 
cii]i}t& biAf bAi) bo ^buAcA 4)e 4)aija]T)I) bo cAbAjftc dm" 

5|t^ A T)-&)>;feACC bAII), A5Af AC&)b 10T)A f&ACItAC* A5& 

1 CnsAf — oo b| Ai5e. From the text it ftppean that the pagan Irish 
were not bound u man and wife dtuiuK the period of the life of either, 
hy their marriage ritea. Tuirreanu vaa given in marriage to Lughsidh 
lAmhs, after ahe had been wife of loUann, and waa hit wife onl^ until 
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then,' ssid Uobtdealbh, * if you will consent to give ue & 
pledge and bond UmA you are willing to have me as yonr spouse 
to the tenninatiaii of your life, I will free yoa from yont dif- 
ficulty.' loUftnn gave what ske required : and she went to the 
boose of ^Feai^pH Fi<Hmliath, to fetch the young woman, and 
Testored Iter to her natural shape, at a short distance from the 
house. Uchtdealbh brought the young woman te me, and 
informed me that she had been pregnant before bat ui^mDr<- 
fihosifi into a hound, and had given Mrth to two pnppies, a 
male end fem^. She told me also that whichev«' I chose 
tbem to be, eitiiet human beings or dogs, they should aocor- 
dingly be sut^ I replied, that if they were to be given to 
tne, I would jnfisr that they should remain hounds. In the 
meantime, Li^haidb Lamha requestod that I should reward 
him for his guardianship by giving him Tuirreann to wife. I 
gave her;. and she remained with him, nntil she gave birth to 
three sons, namely, Sgiath Breac, Aodl^an Hoadh, and Cad 
Crodha, and these are the three sons bora of the same mother 
who gave birth to Bran and Sceolaing. Hence, this is the 
dilution of your question, Conaii," said Fionu. 

" Win victory aiid blessings, O Fenian king," said Conan, 
** for good is the information yoa have given us. Pray, tell 
me now what was the cause of your becoming grey — why a 
wonderful blemish was inflicted oo your countenance — tlie 
weakness of death upon your frame— -and a lifeleas chill on 
yout skin, and how long you continued in that state P" 

" I will tdl you the truth about that," said Fionn, "One 
day, as I chanced to be engaged in carouse and pleasure iu 
the peat «xtensive Almhnin of Leinster, and the nobles of 
the Fenians with me, there came two Tuatha Dedanan women 
to offer me their joint love : they were sisters, and their names 

■he had giTen hirth to tiiree tons. ' Kumerons inatancei of thii sort Of 
TohuitaTj divorce are fbnnd in our MSS. 
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iM*it f^]v l\*t 30 biat. 2tti DA 6lor no tw 3ftini»ACfiA&, 

bo tioiofAl^ Ti^ttMd. 4!)e <Dat}A|I717 ao acq ^otiAb : 5U|i t>eAl~ 
bAbAjt loc bfiAO]^AccA> bo leic-cAO|b r^l^ Cu|Uii;p; 
A^Af fifi AQ borbAiD bo )tACA& fAi; loc bA IjAC TAbi^ A^AJ* 
c&lD!6 A ^lodc e|lice itij-lfeitft' Am f*c* 13* b-2llnjui^ ; 30 
b-c&|ilA 6ATQf A be|E Aiq Aoi>A|t Afi Ai> b-|;A]i:ce At) cai) f-^i} ; 
3i«|i UijeAf TeAb Aip ttjo coija^b; AjAf i)ac s-coaIa cu u*. 
bttioe nye acc BftAi} A3Ar SseolAiui^ An}&|Q) 50 b-c&i^SA- 
bA|t CU5ATD ; 5UTt l&l5lof a 5-cdTp6&]l ija b-cil|Ce lAb, AjAf 
boleATJAf ) 3Aiff(or bo lucc aij SaiIc fl'i) 4ic f]p 30 tIjaB 

CutU]QD A S-CpiOC CuAllsue* Ua £aA]&, a IJ-UlcAlb; ASAf 

3*111 jAiT>ib aca6 ija b-^lM^ 6 'M coip ; ijjojt Siofiji* pi 



1 loc DtiAoi6e«cca, & dmidical lake, tIz. a lake formed for the purpose 
ot dmidical ritei, or Ijji vonhip. 

■ bAliAc iAe. TbeUkeoD Sliabh GniUeu Ubeliered to be atdll poft< 
Mtied of the power of changing the colour of the hair to a ^rerj grej. 
Id the UAbAr> bfieAciMc roeotion ii made of a well in Oirgialla, which 
changed ttie color of the hnmaji hair, "rjpiw S^bU Ijuji) | ijJJijisv* 
U|b) iri A Airbi FttilcOAii AnbAfi li-fc I^aca fa eecAiti. The well of 
Osbhal Lininin Oirgbialla;its property is, that human hair upon which 
it is poured will become immcdiatel; grej," pp. 194-195. Itisapitr 
tliat we of the preaent day cannot identify the latter. Cflmbreoala 
writetof a well in Muniter, which poseeued the Mme propertj, and of 
another in Ulater, poBseuing a different one, " Est fons in Momoniii, 
CIUIU aqofi n quie abluitur, statim canus efficitur. Vii^ hominem cujnt 
parg barbae, IjiiDpliis istis lota, canis incanduerat, alterfi part« totk in 
snfi natorfi fdicS manente. Est e contra fans in TJItonid, quo ti quia 
abluitor, non canescet amptiu«. Hunc ant^n fontem feminn freqnen- 
tant, et riri caoiciem *itare Toleutce. Diit. 2. c. 7. Dr. Lynch latei 
Cambretuis with much Bererity concerning these a^sertioni, but our text, 
as well as the prevalent notione of the peasantry, will proTe the injustice 
of his inrectiTes. Vide IntroduclioH. 

• a mocc e[lp:o inj-leico. For the history of Fionn's transformation 
by the machinations of this grey lawn, see the Feniaa poem of the chace 
of Sliabh Guillen, printed with a tranilation, in Miu Brooke's ReliqKu 
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were Uiluchradh and Aine, daughters of Guailgne. Aine 
boasted that her own husband should never grow lioary ; but 
when Milnchradh heard this, she summoned all the Tnatha 
Dedanans into one place, and caused them to make, her a dru- 
idical lake on the declivity of Sliabb Cuilteann ; if all the men 
in the world bathed in this lake they would become hoary. 
She (Milnchradh) came in the' shape of a grey fawn upon the 
plain of Almhnin, when I chanced to be alone on the plain. 
I whistled to my hounds, but neither bound nor man heard 
me, except Bran and Sceolning alone. When they came to 
me, I set them after the fawn, and they pursued her thence, 
without the knowledge of the people of the place, until they 
came to Sliabh Ouillinn, in the district of Cuailgne of the 
north, in Ulster ; and though the distance of the hounds from 



0/ Iriih Poetry, and a metrical tnuulation <3f the Hune in Bar. Dr. Smm- 
mood'e Aneitnl J^th Itintirettg. 

* 51U6 Caillim A c^ntoc CbiujlsQe, Blu^h GuiUen in the dittriel 0/ 
Cuailgne, that U, the motmtain of CnUleftn in the digtrict of Ciuul^e, 
or of Cooler, which di«trict is now much limited. TUb district of an- 
cient Coailgne was the patrimony of Cochulaina, whose residence wm 
the moat of Bandealgain, now called the moat of Castletown, ahiu Caa- 
tletown-Bellew. According to an old mannscript, now in the Librar; 
of the Boyal Irish Academy, it extended from Oleann Btgbe, or the 
Tsllef of the NBW17 Biver, to Glat Neara, or the mouth of the river of 
Annagasson to the south. Dundealgain Is now erroneonslj called DuO' 
dalk, but the town of Dandall is not Dundealgain, becaaie the real 
Dnndealgain it a mile to the north of the present town, and the Itlsh 
name of Dnndalk is not Uundealgain, but ciUki5-CAila.&Liii)CiaAl5A|i), i.e. 
Tbsa of Ike ttrand a/ Dtaidtalgm. We hare still the name of a portion 
of Dnndalk preserTed in modem Irish, namely, b«ile iia ctut^A, toan 
o/lhetlrattd. Or in familiar English, Seatoion. Ai to Sliabh Guillin ; 
It is no matter how the name ma^ hare been localised, thongh there are 
•ereral mountains in Ireland wliich have a fiui claim to that name — a 
drcnmitance that piores of itself that the fact apon wliich the traditioa 
lespecting them has been fonnded, originated tfota tome great «*ent, or 
rather rile, of the olden time— but the mountain of Cuailgne i» too well 
defined to yield the claim to any other. 
12 
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c-rl|AB CU5 cofv bo IJ4 c<»)Ai& ; 50 ijJi|t B-pe*r boib c* 
coijA^ft ^oi^AFi 5*6*6 l6j, Aj*!" bA joijjua tno|i liomfA f]*6 
fAO boiBAij Do C|t)oe«6 A|» ijA cooAjb A cdib-f AI& fii> So 
f'ii5»- S*!!*!* ^*''J "J*!* Tl" *0 ^*0 ** coijApc (ijsjoij 

CJlUC-jlAtJ, CAOli)-&lt>JD0( A^t bpUAC TJA IoCA' lfct)-AO)&|0p ; 

*5*r 1 3oeftBAc bo]-ri)eAQmi}Ac 50 0-c&i)5*& bV b-iotjurn&e; 

■*s*r '>'n*F?^i3**r *i f*^ a bobjtSio. 'pailbeAns-aip 

iu-\z TATj loc fo uAjn).' ah li. ' AjAf ma A5 xv^m *DD ; 
*3*r S«*r* T)*o fuil|t)5(& Ftoft Iaoc, ot»c A fJjl'JW, n)ui>* 
b-cti3A)ii Ai) ^ijl cu5*td' Af Ap loo.' 56V leAfs Ijotpr* 
&hI bo fij&ri;, T)i<T f'*]^l''5I**r ^^I^ 3" f<** F^ 5**r*lb, 
■*3*r c^lSl'w F^'d loc &'[*|t7iA(6 DA Fti)le, *5Ar FM*l>*r If 

*3*r EM3*r ^"w *>? i'J5l'*9 i- K3 S*6 nn *t) r^ii. As^r 

cfelb fCju bo lS|iu feAbcjioti) po'p loc ; 50 Di|t b-^eAf bATtir^ 

C& COI7A)Tt JOIJAIl 3Alb. ^ATJaSF* a b-CJIt, A5Af Jfe'jl 

SAipjb u*inj m'SAbAC, i>i pAjb bo fjubAl }oi)Am a joijij- 
TttlSe, Ap D-b6AD«ii} i^AijSfiA cpjotj-citucAis, ct)ari)-SntrA)6, 
&lotu. "Ckiy^Ato ij* (ioi?) bArij' |Otjijfni&e> *3Af i)]oti A113*- 
bAft A|cije oftn) ; AjAp cnjAbAp CuAjpS ad Ioca F«'^ 3*6 

IfljC UAJttJ ; ACC tjjop CJAIJ 50 B-FACa6 CAqlce, AgAJ" COfAC 

t)A pfejODe, 50 b-ciii75AbAtt u|le of njo cioijp ; a3ai- ijj cu- 
jAbAfT A)ti>e ojin?. 'SlbAjji a feAijoin/ aji CAOjlce, 'a 

b-pACA t& e]\]t AJAf 6a CO|I), A^AJ- AOt) ^31*06 n)5p tl)]- 

IcACA loijA ij-bjAij; T)o ca. FAjb ACAO) cu Ab c-i*r3*liie AH 
Ai) loc TO P' JijiJFirtj &6|b 30 b-f ACA, a5A|- i>ac f AbA bo 
cuAbAp nA]in ; acc c6ai)qA, b* bodApAC l]oiDf a tQAji bo b^oj- 



> brttiAc «<) locd. Thfl Coilleach Biorai', it is currently beUered, aliraj» 
irat placed on tli« nutrgin of the draidical lake of Sliabb GuUlin, and 
i>flen BDcceeded in penooding ber Tictims to plangs into it : she !• Blill 
Bupposed to frequent it, and a trodden path from her Cairo, or house, 
to the brink of tliat lake H pointed out m the one still frequented by her. 
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tlie fawn was short, it was not ilioHer than the distftnce be- 
tween me and tbe hounds. Nevertheleas, when thej reached 
the monntain, she made a donble on the honnds, ao that they 
coald not find wliich way she went j and I was exoeedingly 
astonished to find, that any deer in tbe vnrld should hold ont 
before the hounds, in a course bt aneh great length* I did not 
loAg remain so, when I discovered ft fair, lovely, beautiful girl 
on &e ma^n of the delightful lake ; she appeared sorrowful 
and disheartened ; so I went tip to her, and asked her the cause 
of bet sorrow. ' A ring of red gold that I dropped in the 
lake while bathing/ replied shcj 'and I put you, Fionn, 
under yewa, which no trno hero would suffer himself to be 
bound by, if yoU do not fetch me tbe ring oat of the lake.' 
Though I felt unwilling to go to swim, yet I did not suffer 
tnys^ to be long under Ihi gea»a : I i^ent into the lake in 
Maurch of tbd ring, and, having found it, restored it to the 
yonug go*!. Skk took the ring, and, witb a nimble leap, she 
herself sprang into the li^e, so that I conld hot see where she 
betook herself. I landed, and, though my clothes were but a 
sboft dlstab^e Obm tne, I was quite nnshle to reach them, for 
1 was thiiliged into a weather-beaten, decrepid, old man. My 
hounds (Jdtne nip to me, but they did not recognise me ; they 
took the circuit of the lake in every direction, leaving me alone. 
Caoilte arrived soOn after, accompanied by the leading IFeniaus, 
and they did nbt recognise me, though they stood over me. 
' Inform us, old man,' sdid Cfloilte, ' if thoa hast seen a fawn 
pQisued by two hounds, and a man of large frame and warlike 
appearance, and how long thou hast been a fisherman on this 
lake?* 'J inform you that I have seeo them, and that it is 
not long since they left me,' replied I. Still, however, I felt 

> F&it £a5An-* For the full p&rtlculftrs of tbe derice which the 
dmideii used to dteof Fiohn into the lake vith the Tiew of wreaking 
her Tengeance upon bin, ieb Fotm of ike Chact of Sliabh Omltin, i* 
Mitt Bnckt't SeHquei, Sf- 
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b'l Am i *3*r v]o]* 61*1) bAnj Atijl* ri» S" b-e4i')i& cfioiuUt 
1)4 ■F4|ui>e CU3&IU : sup ioi>rior »>6|6 ">o «»r5 * ^»ir 50 

fojij *Uic ; A3«r *>" niiJijeAbAjt cAfibAb c*oi &Atijr*j *5*t 
bo cflsbAbAji leo nfi 30 rjc Co|UeA)i7 Cii*|l3i)e, *3Ar bo 
C|Oi^Ut>A}t reicc 3-CACA t)* "pSjODe qiijpcioU Aij C-ri03*; 

A3AJ" |l6 5*B*&AII Cfl] la A3Af tpj I7-OI&C6 A3&E0CAjlc;' 

5up Ab AIJI) n^ *''*1T*SI'* CujUeAui) CuAilsue Af Ao x^i, 
ASAf eAT^Aji be«Ti5-6|)i [opA l8>iri) ; ASAf bi|liof bArof* *U 
c-eAfSAp ; A5Ar Ap t)-dl pa 6)3 6aid ciioiS itjo 6«Alb ASAf 
njo 8a]C pSiij opm, A3AT ho r5ATtAbA|i oa b-Ajurt)i3C6 A|J- 
rij&|le fip Ijonj, ACt *t) Isjcs Aii)&]Q; oip bo b^ n)o Uac folc 
Arbu|I A|ri3]0b AOQ ^caI, A3Af bo cA|i|tA|^ Ca]llee.vD bAri; 
fijo 6ac pfi]!) bo cu]fi oj>n?; «5Ar piop b'^jl Ijonj ritJ = 5|j« 
bo CA)it)|& IjoiiJ AJAf l^ir At) b-)^fe|Dt> A1) bAfC flO »o be|c 
opnj. 'CusAf Ai) c-eArSAfi a lijib ^b^c m) fie-\te sup )b 
beoc Aifxe, AjAf CU3 ffe f|D a iMrtj "toblopTVAirJS |> A3Ar 
]b|Of beoc Af ; a3«i" bo b) "DioppAiijj A54 .ViiJ* conj ad 
^|j« pi oeAfA bo; 30 b-cttj aij c-eArSAp cop feACA 50 
13-beACA Af A Ujrij fi'tf o-cocAilc 50 boiTb)i)t) loijftp b-p]A5- 
f Aire, *3Ar 56> piceAbAp ujle cuije ijj nusfAb A^p sup 
floj5 AD caIaid 6; *5Ar t** "l^l* a** c-|n)f'*t<'"' Ij^'T* A5*t 
le|r Ap b-p*iTO riv- 6IP b'* i>-ib&^r "lis ''^•'^ Afj **'* ^IaS 
fior AjAf Fip-eolAf Aco; A3Ar b'pij-AbAp i:ei8lioc4)D 

COjUe' fAD lODAb A D-beACA& A t-CAlAlijJ A3Ar S*^ AOD 

' Ctij lA A5&r c)if i|.i>|6ce A5d cocd|lc. Tlie FenianB cantioued to dig 
away the mountain for the space of three dajv iutd as raanj nighta, until 
the7 forced old Gnillm of Cuailgne binuelf to come forth to reshiTe 
Fionn to hia pristine condition. Tradition tellt db thai a mouDtaio, at 
some eborC distance from Sliabh Guillin, called cttor t'I^*^) ^^m railed 
with the earth and linge roclcB which they dug awaj on the occaiion. . 

■ Fe|61|ocA|if coille. Most pagans had their sacred trees, hot the tree 
of the Iriih draids appears to hare been the CA3titAi)n, ( 
this tree i* considered one OC gtt&t poircr b; charm-owngen e' 
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greatly depresseJ, on ncconnt of the condition in which I then 
was, and because I dare not tell them that it was I myself that 
was there. The main body of the Peuians arrived soon aft«r, 
and I informed them of my adTentnre from the beginning to 
the end ; and they, believing the whole of my story, gave ut- 
terance to three lond cries. Henne the lake is called Loch 
Doghra, ever since that time. They constmcted a narrow 
chariot for me, and conveyed me to the Sighe of Cuillean of 
Cuailgne. The seven battalions of the Fenians mustered 
around the Sighe, and continued to dtg it away, during three 
nights and three days. At the end of that time, Cuillean of 
Cnailgne came ont of the Sighe : he held a vessel of red gold 
in bis hand, and presented the vessel to me. Upon drinking 
from it, I immediately assumed my natural appearance and 
colour, and the extraordinary appearances I had assumed de- 
parted entirely from me, except only the hoariness ; for one 
half of my hair retained stUl a bright silvery hue. Cuillean 
proposed to restore it to the natural colour, but T did not wish 
to have it done, because it pleased both myself and the Fenians 
' that it should retain that hue. The vessel was passed into the 
hand of Mac Beith, and he took a drink from it ; he gave it 
into Diorraing's hand, and he too drank oat of it. While 
Diorraing was in the act of handing the vessel to the man who 
was next to him, it gave a turn to one side, and spraTig out 
of his hand into the loose earth that had been dug up ; in 
which it sank deep before our eyes ; and, though we all has- 
tened to recover it, the earth swallowed it up. This was a 
cause of great afDiction both to me and to the Fenians ; be- 
cause, if they all had drank from it, they would have become 
gifted wilh foreknowledge aud true wisdom. Twigs of wood 
sprang up in the spot where it sank into the earth, and who- 
soever beheld them iu tlie morning, while fasting, would have 

preaent da; ; but literall; the word rciaiioc&ij signifiea an insect called 
the butterfly vhich inbatnts the woode, && 
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*I5«» S^f *'' "'*!' n" ^'o M** ""ir^i * CljoijJui)," *!• 
T=Iotnj. 

" Sfl*pCuiiji) 6u)c" 4t> Cou*o "AS^r ^b*!!* lioii> *W>ir 

FI*>r t^U* CIjUAOtw' 6, n* Kjor Ap bfiAb*iD. "* 

" JuTWofAft no t>v}z" 4it T-ioD"?- " sua c^obftAb aj *u 
©AfSA* «5 BeAj njAC Bi»*n> tw T^ljuACA <De Uaijaito j 
*3*r 3*c AOi? itjof e*r5*ii Aiixe, bA feAfAd, ifl^-e^&&, 

6 ; *3*r *>'■* ^i^ *" ''♦I'* i]i'e*r3*f*» *>* vM^ fl"?' *» 

ASAf * rijAC PA 6|AlS, ASA]- cjif cftAb Mloje be*ii3-8ifi 
6eADCAf Uin da lj-e*f3*If> IT?) *3*r cft^ Ij-iwSIouda 6t> 
BbcAj rijjc Bhajij Ho bjof u'a co|nj6Abj "Coinootjj ^ic- 
ceADp, AjAf 2t|in)ACj a q-adiitoi>i)a j A5<^r ^ Tl 'Cemopir 
bo 6&|leAr Ap cobA^ A)i Incc a caaoiMI^* Slcc c^aqva. 



' fior E|^ ClfUAiinA. 8m the BtOl? of Cnanna, t«pra. 
• FiOT «q KtutCAU). llui Editor hu met with uo eccoDQt of tMi Mlmtql 
of knowledge in Iriih mBOiuanpta, thongb there may be Bucb mi aceDODt 
extant ; but tradition girei the following stoi? 90aceraiag it. After 
f ionn had lost Boghmaq, hie foster-mother, at Largaogreeo, he waq- 
deied about oatil he cune to the banks of the rivei Boyne. Here he 
tqet some flihennen who bad been tent hy bis enemies to plj their onft, 
in the liope tbqt thej might chance to take the buAlk;t fsaJmon of fore- 
knowledge) of tlie|3°7ne. Fionn took shelter in the temporary hot 
they bad coQitracted, and tbey soon after killed a beaatifol sttbjKM) 
which gl)Bt«ned with specks of gold. They immediately set tbe saIm(Hi 
befiire the fiie to broil tlowly t and being much fatigued they laid down 
to rest, having left tbe ntlmon in charge of the strange boy, viih a can- 
tioD that, if lie allowed the fish to be tbe least burnt in any oae spot, he 
should lose hi* head aB the peifatty. They then fell fast asleep. During 
the process of cooking, and before they awoke, a spark flew from the 
fire which burned a bUster on tbe fish. Fionn became bo terrified at 
what had happened, Uial he applied his thumb to the scorched part in 
the hope of settling it down, so that it should not be perceived by bis 
employers ; but tbe heat of the blister burned bis thumb, which he 
thrust into his month to relieve the pvn- No Monei bad he done so, 
than be became giAed with ibre-science— for it was the Salmon of KnoV- 
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Uie gift of forcknowleclge of sU the events of that day. So, 
it was in tliit manner tbat I became lioarj, Cgn^ii," aaid 

'* Long may you Uve V ezclainied Conan, " and toll me 
BOW by what meant joa became poeaes^ed of the trae and in> 
f(41ible foi^nowledge with which you arc gifted : it ia not the 
foieknpwlcdge acquired at Goauna'a boiue nor that of the 
salmon (I mean)." 

" I will tell yoa that,'' aaid Fioan, " There is a fountain of 
the jfooK belonging to Beagtm ofBvan, a Tuatba Dedanan : 
every one who drinks a reisel of the water, will be gifted with 
foreknovledge, imd tme wisdom ; and, if he drink the contents 
of a secotd veeael, he will become a trae prophet, and also liia 
son after Um. Three hundred itngat of red gold is the price 
paid for a vessel fall of it. Teisionn, Teithcheann, andArmhach, 
the three diughters of Beag Dnan, ate the names of those in 
charge of itj and it is Teiaionn who gives the water from the 
fountain to i'cose who parchase it. One day I happened to be 



ledge which be had been cooking — and hp learned that the king of Ton 
■even fean before, \iad ezpreulj despatched the flBbennen in quest »f 
the aahnon, in order to discoTei where he (Houa UomU) had taken 
refuge, that fae inighttaka his life. He m>de bia cicape before the fioh- 
ermen awoke ( and it vas hy tbeie mettna hi; thumb became pouessed 
uf the pvvcr of conunwicating to him tha knowledge of futuie erente. 

"Cbuiit Ft<l)l) A OfUlOS i)A bSM, 
It caSAIQ ' t* 1* 6646 50 T«>l"Il-" 

Uoi n^ "ma mSjiw- 



a the marrov. 

1 CobAii AT) e^rs^. The node of eipresuon lued would aeem tocon- 
TCj the meaning that there vas a certain fountaia at a phioe called the 
Maiga, bat moat likeij it matia the well dedicated to the moon, lioce 
the mooB waa nppoeed to pi»eaa all power OTec water, bj the pagan 
Iriah, and e*T5*' ia the moon. Vide O'Brien'a Iruh PiOumari/, hence 
it ia io tranalated. 
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rtjiU 6ATi?r* be|c aj feils iM reAr3«, ^acc _ij*oir», aiji 
1IACA& bn]6itTOe Acc -DiofiiiAiuj A5*r «t)«c Ai) Bejce, AjAf 
>» )oi>ruiSeAn)Ai|i 6, A5Af b'SipsjobAtt aij cp|ttn bAij flu * 
ij-6iiJF«*« )Oi?ijt s-coiUDib, AjAf boijiceAf Cem'WP l*iJ 
ijA lj-eAr5Ml'>« '>''*ir3« "J* ciobpaibe opiwiiTO b'*p 5-cors 
50 ihbeACA cnjb ]oo&^ n}-b6Al be ; jup ^&3a6 };|Of tnt'l'Ji;* 
AS^ltJO 6 fo(t> Ale^t ; 511)1 Ab e f [fj );aAr5lA6 bo ceijre, rA 
Cl)ot)ijT)," Aji T^oiro- 

" Beit* buA8 AJAf beAIJIJACC," Aft Cot>&p, "ASArAbAfft 
l|onj AQO|f T>A b-ACAt> AITQrACC AC& A3Ab DACeAJAl bUfrjO 

5-CA]lle 1AB; A5Ar bo oj&cacc ^&]it 50 c6AC Nedi&?'' 

"•tto JeAbAjfi A ^r no oAim, a Cbotjiiu," Ap Fioijp. 
" 21 f« Meojb' buioe bA lijeAfA AjAf bA &o|ciIItJ6 a 3-cori)- 
Ainjn|i ji]r A 9-6]|t]T)ij. 2lcc cSaijoa, bA ri)8|t a coi)AC 
A^Af A cjgeAf : 6)|t bo bAbAft c|i; b3()t|^ Aj^t A.^tiUt a5A)- 
feAcc i>-AccofDAjnc* A|i 3*6 bopur bjob; asa^ 36'p rijap 

A blAbCACAf* T>i t>eACAtt> AOIJ UeAC bu)6eAC J)^ t*JliAC CA|t 

A01} bopuf b^ob ptAfi} ; a3A|- c&i}a6 aoq bo Uac|b eaii> da 
bpni^tie fiD MeS^b utij uAcAb, AjAf 91 t^l^ bo bufbeADt) 

Ai;i) Ap 1170 C10in> ACC Ne&]b ASAJ- A bCAIJ ASAf A ji^oi); 

p6 fuiScAf A 1x13. IDaLa Me5|b; b*p|A]^|b bjom cpeAb 

■ HeS|B. No other notice of Neoid hu yet tnnud up j tinofO ie & lenn 
tot ptnnTjf, ahotpUality, Ac. Nu)M tieqtt It s term applied to a Belflsh 
peraou, who ii Incapable of feeling for the dittiMs of a feUoir-cTeatare. 

1 tLi^onjArncmeuii a petition, requtfl, &e. According to troilition, 
there were offlcen who attended at the door of the Biatack, irltoae da^ 
it wu to invite trareUers in, to lee thdr w|DI« sapplicd, and to take 
care that no oue departed from the home ditMtufied with the reception 
he bad met. The Athchomairc always pnt/thia qneition to each gnest 
on his departure -— " atj b-f u|l|tt fi^^^ rt-^*" '"'' y" ■" fftxx' cheer <md 
letitfiedKitbfaodf The answer wa< genMly in the affirmative, but 
if in the Begative, it was the duty of the cficer to we the gueat aatiifled. 
This time honored and charitable ciutonl is a proof of the atmng seue 
of the dnty of hoepilslity that has alw^« existed among the Iriih, evea 
amongst the rery poorest of the peosanls aod which hu excited the iid* 
miration of all Europe. 
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kauting iu the adjacent eedge, accoiapanied dnly by two men, 
namely, Siorraing and Mac Beith, and we approached the Foun- 
tain, and the three females msbed forth together to oppose our 
progress ; and Teisionn splashed as with the full of a vessel ol 
the water of the foontain, in order to stop as. A portion ol 
the water passed into our months, hence, have we been evei 
niice that time possessed of true prescience. This, then, is 
the solntioQ of your question, Conan 1" said Fiouu. 

" Win victory and blessings/* said Conan, " and tdl me 
tiow the memories of love which cling to you, and which you 
do not fear to lose; and the hospitality which you received at 
the house of Neoid." 

" You shall be informed about that, O Conan 1" said Fionn. 
" Neoid was the most niggardly and inhospitable man who 
lived in his time in Eire ; butj for all that, hia afQuence waa 
great, aud his honae waa immense. There were three doors to 
his dun, and there were seven Ath-chomairct at each door. 
Though hia hospitality was on an immense scale, yet no person 
ever went oat oi one of his doors filled or satisfied. I hap- 
pened to come one day to the bntighiit ai Neoid : I was alone, 
and there were no people there before me, but Neoid himself, 
and his wife, and daughter. I sat down in the house, bat 
Keoid asked me why I sat down. I replied that I came to 

1 bio^cA^r- General toipUality. From all the Bonrcet of Iriih his- 
toi7 it it clear that there were nojal offlceri, called "biACA|el]>'' esta- 
blisbed in cranmodioiu mandoni to which ample tractt of land irere at- 
tached tree from any tribute. It woi the dat^ of the Biataeh, one of 
whom wa* establlalKd in every canton, to proTida food for the table of 
the king or piioce of the diitrict, if he lived in hit immediate Ticiui^, 
to hare a snQcient store of proTiriona reserred for the ok of the king 
and bis atteadant« vhen trsTelliDg, to cater for the army, and to provide 
fbod and lodging gratiitot thapoor, the traTeller, and the exiled Btran- 
ger. The doon of the Biatach't honie were never closed either b; night 
or daj, and hia house waa the great caravaDiarj where travellen and 
atrangera of all grades lodged. 
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pic Ajt fuiJeAr? 21 b&b«7tcrA jufi *b bo oj&e«cc c&i}a6 
*i)Dj ' Jr *S|^ IjonirA/ *T» He6[ft, * ijft ctuU eft rs**^ *" 
cige-n, n)4p 30 b-e*0A6A]r *lp 0)6e*C6 *t)d; A5*r if 
ujine cn3&6 NeSib o)ui)f a, eA6oQ, ijeofb Aii)|nj bo &o|CC|oU, 
*3*r If "Jir® fofje *r bOfAjUjje fAo borijAij.' ' )r bftjACAp 
bAtbr*/ Afi TQire, ' tQutjA b-cu5A)|i bAibr* o]&eAcc bob' 
fteojij 50 b-cA^Ajif A)Ti bob' AitWeoi?.' ^f «w no ^'^IHSI* 
Me6)b bAii) 6iiii AnjA6f *S*r bo loijofAiJeAr 6 Ap lAjt 
An t^Je, *5*r euSAy co^t c)teAr 66|tb bo, 59 b-c&]tlA pAop 
^cdi&TtfOA A|t Iftfi I 3U|i 6eAi}5lAf 50 bAO|i bocfiAibeA^ a 
b-fjAgitAiro A riro* AjAf A luSlTje 6 : AjAf t*";*!* * ^*') 
l|Otij ATI At) I«AbA6 i;A rteAfA fiAitj. ' Na iDCjU itjo beAtj, a 

d^lAO^O At}-A]CT»fti' «t* Ned|b, * A^Af bo bftAQA CA]t>b|OCC 

Hioc; ASAf bo bfiAti' m'loSJoij bnir, Sjn if biot)3n)&lA beAJ- 

F)ii V' 43o etit3«*r S"p csip n* <^*r »>o i^isior i***"? 

Neo|b) A3Af bo T3*0TleAf be f6)n, AjAf bo Tt^tieAfqAifi 
CA^i «5Af cnnjAQD t*« 6*ll«i AJAf *o b-olUljAib plcAft A3Ar 
irftAfCA Siifrai *3*f cii5*8 8loipe, tq^oq MeSjb, aji fejf 

Ut94 *3*T l«Al»CA bAlbr* AP OlftA« fJIJI AJAf A|( 9-6]]l5]6 

6diptr A^t |>A iif&t^6, b'lAitT* Slo]T!« A^rS" njAO^ije, oAboQ, 
' cftjftfiiic pir Ai) loij' bo &1 fAu boip« Uao Anjuic bo'9 c|j, 
A3Af A cAbAiftr beO 6utce,' asa^- bO ft^fjoAfA atqIa 7*1^. 
)aP 0'3Uca8 AT) lo]^ b'2U>ifr« |09* Ui)ii>, bo I613 AitfAC 6, 
AjAj" bo CHIP bo tuonj-seAfA OTimt-A a 5A&A1I 3ACA Uja- 

SMfflb IOWA <>1*13 nw ''"(no, 5wf i(oijoUbAtt njAice t)« 
'^6)1)1)6 bo £a)£toi1) bAimrf 9U>]f& lujlot) Ne8|b; ASAf 4iJ 
cAij Ab copAITW Ne6|b lOtUAb AD bjSe A3*r 0* *>i3« "'a ca- 
Wipp »9 iJA couAib *54r b«J 0* 3iollAii*ib J l?Q bpir *W 



■ Cainf^]t ti|r Aq loq. This was Mme eerMnon^, (^ tke metming of 
vbich w« ue now Ignwonl. ThU ii-pTored by the remainder of the 
tecteneei whmi Fionn caught the biid, the Itdj conuDjuded him to let 
it go at large, and bound him under heaTy^coM to catch it every year. 
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claim LeepltAJity. 'I presume,' said Neoid, 'tliat you have 
not, heard the report about this house, slnee you have come 
hither in quest of hospitality : the tcasoD I have been called 
Xeoid is, because Ifeatd is the name for penury, and I am the 
most penoneuB man in Uie world.' ' I pledge my word/ said 
I, ' that if you do not afford me hospitality with your free win, 
you shtdl against your wilL' Meoid, thereupon, started up to 
turn ma out I attadced him in the middle of the floor, and 
having thrown him aeross s table, laid him hdplessly prostrate 
en the ground, I bound him luvd and fast before the eyes 
of hb wife and daughter. »#••■» 
» «4t"»» • « # « 

* I will enter Into friendship vith yon,* said Neoid, 'and bestow 
on you my daughter ; ia she is veil deserving of a good hus- 
band. I saw that Uiat was a good proposition. * * * 
I then unbound Mm, and we at once became friendly and so> 
ciable. A banquet and feast was prepared for na, and Aoifle, 
the daughter of Neoid, was given me to wife. • • * 
When we arose the n»t morning Aoiib requested me to grant 
her a pledge instead of wealth, namely, to run after the black- 
bird that was in the shinbbeiy outride of the house, and fetch 
it to her alive. I did as she required, and, when Aoife took 
the bird in her hand, she let it ily away, and bound me under 
a heavy ^easa to catch it every year, or otherwise that my own 
death should occur in the year that I did not catch it. 

" We were not long thus, when the chiefs of the Fenians 
assembled to attend the wedding of Aoife, daughter of Neoid ; 
aiiil wlicii Negid sgi? the g^t profupion gf foftd wd dripk that 
h^d ^J^ given tp (ItQ lifluiidd oud servanl«. Uie v«ia of penury 



on otherwUe he ihonld die the jeu in which he &iled to ftalfll that obti- 
godan. We ore told thu Uie Tustlia Dedanani were poneuea of the 
secret art of rendering themBelTes immortBl ; perhapi thU maj be m 
charm UHd fbr the protiactitui of Ulb beyond the uttunl sptui. 
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cujl ftoiccjU' »o Bl f 4 ijA cpojbe j jo^uf 5i>r> ^'^ cpeAr F®*?* 
bob' fe*]iit 0|ueAC b'* t»*I& * 0-6|]tli>i) 5 fl'' *nj*c fe ; *3*r 
*3 ri9 »A5 bAtij fe45*|5-n * CIjoijii|V «ti ■pioiji). "6*5 
e]le bAiq 6A5A]b, 6a&oit, aoq bo l^ec^b bV |tA&«r'* *T* 
m&Ti 9* Cei&ce ce*r;* bo cotjAfic ii)3ioi> &Iu|T)it iolctioc*6, 
*S*r *>'Fl*KT<*lSl<'r *l c\te«X) cu5 loij* l)-u&c4& ) ? ' 2I5 
jftpjiAiS Fip *c4int,' *r»Ti» 'cpeAb aij peA^f *|iTi)]r«, 

'Ul t-pillfOAH aipl^ AJAHJ b'A lAptlAfft,' *p IP' '*CC 

AU fe*ii bo bCAttA coitijte fiAtn.' ' cjiftAb ad coftpce acao( 
c6 |Ai»7iAl6P' Ajt Kjjre, 'Ifeinj CAf* «i) 5-cloic do,' ah fit 

' A|l b-AJAlB.' 4)0 IfeljeAfA m'AlItn) AJ» up AJAf CUjAr 

Ao lft|nj CAjt AD 3-cloic 5AD pujtieAC. ' Nj lj-Anjl*6 flO *r 
c6i|t' A|t rt, 'acc cu]it AD Maj ctotc« fi cStb-it*** fl^c 
F6|d *T» *o 6eATtpi)A|DD) *3*r cAbAijt Ifeinj c&ipre.' "Do 
pjDeArA AfblA, AjAf Dl cujAf tHAtif IfejiD Ua boilje l|OrD 
bi }, *3*r *'*fl*fTt*lSfiAr '•' CT>«*» bob' A|i})nt bj ? ' 6a&- 
AojD rlfejbe C«eiij* tD'AjDim/ *ti t1> ' *5*r cAipn M""" * 
Doce bAiD c]3 t*iD/ "Do piAccA]- Uj, A3Ar bo WiseAiDAiji 
A b-FA|ittAb A dSjle AD otSce j\v, ASAf a bftBAipt; fl MotD* 
' AD bllAjAjD DAC cfitbriAiDD AD IfijiJ ri*? 3<* ^-tjaJaidd bA.r 
AdBaS ;' AJAr A5 riDj A CboD&|D> AIJ bApA lj-feA3 bAlD 6A5- 
A|b, 6A&0D, I^IiD CAP clo]c DA Cetbce 3ACA bl|A3A|D-" 
6a5 ejle bAwj 6a3A]B, muc bo ibncAib Sbl*i3Ai&6* bo lirAp- 

b*6 5AC bl^AjAJD AJAr A jeAfA bO COrbAjl, tA&OD, 5AD A 

50)D, A3AT JAD 1 bo r3p6ACA6 pe da njApbAb, A3Ar ad z) 

■ Cujl borccilU CU|I aignifles ajfy or grub. It U believed by the peo- 
ple that a ni^^srdlf or peDQrious person has a grub or worm in bia heart, 
and that this worm gnawa away the rich rein of hoipilable feelings which 
extits in that organ, and thereby renders the su&brer miaerly and inboa- 
pitable. 

■ a)&3 AQ CHl^ce ^eAf. TieplainofCtidhltititAeioiilh. Unknown 
to the Editor. 

■ eABAOlf fleibe Ca«|4 was a powerAil faii; princess who bad many 
other places of resort in Ireland : she boond Fiona to the performance 
of the ridiculous cbAnn of carrying a large stone on the palm of bia 
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which vas in his }ieart burst, and, thenceforward, he became 
the third most hospitable man that was in Erin. This is 
one of mj deaths, O Cooan" said Fionn. "There is another 
of my deaths, namely ; one day, as I happened to be on Magh 
Ceidhte in the south, 1 met a beautiful, well-shaped yonng 
maiden : I asked her why she strayed alone; ' I am iu search 
of a husband,' shereplied. ' What description of a husband P' 
asked I. ' I seek no particnlar man, but one who will grant 
me certain conditions.' ' What conditions do you require,' 
asked I. 'To leap over that stone just before you,' answered 
she. I cast my arms of war on the ground, and leaped over 
the stone without delay. ' It is not proper to perform it in 
that manner/ said she, ' but place this stone, equal to yourself 
in height, upon the palm of your hand, aud then leap over it.' 
I did so ; and I never felt greater difficulty in making a leap 
than on that occasion. I asked her what was her name. 
' £adaoin of Sliabh Caein is my name,' said she ; ' aud come 
home to my house with me to-night.' I went with her * 

and she told me that the year in which I should neglect to 
make that leap, I should die a sudden death. Therefore, 
O Conan I that is the second death of mine, namely, (to the 
neglect) to leap over the stone on Ceidhte every year. Another 
of my deaths (i.e., another duty the neglect of which would 
be a cause of death to me) is to kill one of the hogs of Slanaidhe 
every year, aud preserve its geata^ namely, not to wound it, 
and to take care it should not grunt while being killed ; and 

hand, while be le&ped over another nprigbt itoue, for tbe purpoM of 
proloQging his life. 

• Vine )io ii)ucAib SblAi]ai6e. This is a remarkable paiaage, and maj 
refei to the ceremonj in use at the aacriflce of the hog to the lun. The 
boar occapieaa promineat place in the Bindoo mythologr. The Tuatha 
DedoDaoi were remarkkble for their great fiocks of huge Bwine ; and they 
are said to have beea accutomed, when occuion required, to auume 
the appearance of those aDimala. 
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ho ii}a|]ifeA6 f, b'« l)-]etf>6«)i 50 I^«^ a fuUcc* ; a^ax S^tl 
jAofc « b-ca«i& cj^iifA bV t>di^ A5«r- JAC boyfaf SUf A 
iV-b6A|tcai6e I bo be|c bfta}b£e if a cjottp, *^x ^^ ba|Qe 
bo 6e«ftn}Ab uftQpe aijo aov ^tIb aq of6ce ^ ^t) s 5<>it Ab 6 

no F«>*r5^ •x' ^irB«» * cijoijijij," «|t i^jop^ 

" Beit^ bii«6 ft5«r be«in)*cc," a^i CoplM}, '' a^A]* a^a]^ 
H}orn At}0|r QA C)t1 b-tt)>^ir« nreA|i&A)U if rQe*fA pfoc cn- 

"SI b*AH ni) plOD,** *|* T^iwijo- "Slorj bo lAe£|& &'a 
)iA&Ar bo feilg Afi 6|tiiAc Ca^^q Cponj^liijqef' AjAf &o 
b&lJiojAS Aij rijttc cnSAttj Af « i>-&atifefl5 ioija pA&Af* 
*5«r 1)* ^^I'J' *3*r cuitpAifte VA ■pfeiTTOe jooa bjAjJ ; Ajftf 

EUSAfA UflCAft bAIt] fled^ b'A b-1099fA|&ej JO b-c&iilA A 

b-cAOifOAC nA}i bAiQ ion)pc|]i f, 6«6ot), A nj-bol5 aq ^^ 
30 b-cott6A]i A ^c6Ab6iTi '■ Jttp *b aA)8 Ae& 8lc B0I5, i>6 
4>liQ B0I5,* t&tm l« CoticA !it)umAg ; A5A|- tii5«r u^icAfi 
e]le 30 b-cJ^fiU ad &Ab6d nt\c !2t)uii}6|Di)> 5*^ niATtbAb t } 
AjAf ensAr Au eii«AT «|i6atw 5071 lijAnbAr JoiijAir njic 
BAo))A]1t ; suit Ab UA\& Act. t^lAb JonjAir f6x- ^'A\t^6eAf 
;o o-beATiTii>A6 nj'«]ivUAr bo da cft) 1)-tt)t6A|ft x\V i AgAf 
1t]i;eA6 ireAficA bo tja v^yy^ Iaoo f)ij; «3at bo rsplo&A a 
VAviQoiiDA 6f A s-cjoinj ; jup Ab ^Ab f ad da opj b-ui«cAtj» 

ir lOeAfA Ijonj CUSAf I»JAID," AJt 1^|dDD> " AJAf bftADCAJl 

leAbAb feAfCA 6u|dd ; d))i x/\ boAj f>Q\c f *]b bo laAQAif 
OJWD A CboD*lD ; A-^^x ij'lDDTlor njojt&D '>AtD &eACA|iA|b 
1*)D A3Ar DA T^feiDtje 6111E; AgAf, bAiD 6<iifi, ir beifie oi66e 
AC& ADD'" H]DeA)> An)lA|6 f]Oj ^^S^r ct>5A6 7^iDDbe|l6j 
tPSl^P CboD*1Df A)> peir-UuijA AjAf leAftdA b'T^jODD* 

216c e6ADDA, bo 60DAItCA6 CAlttfe, ASAf ff AbftA AtJ-UAC^lJIAfl 

b'p1}|ODDr C716 DA £0blA : jnit 6]]t5|& fd c|if cdiir%itb le 
uACAfb o'd leApcA. " CpeAb ift> IfDS^ ^i^r ad UftbA a nf^ 

> CAim Ctuntsllirae. ?:*« Car* ef CtraOn, in tbe coUDtf of Ehiblin, 
to celebrHt«d in Fenian lore. 
• Puij bols. The fortrtt* of Bolg. 
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that he who kills it sbonld carry it to the jJece of booking ; 
that the north wind should not be allowed to blow over it, lest 
it (the carcase) might be scorched ; and that ever^ door to 
which it maj be carried should be closed against it, and that 
no persou iu one town ahonld he forgotten in the coarse of the 
Ti»t on that night. So joa now have the answerto ;onr ques- 
tion, Conan t" said f ionn. 

" Win victory and blessings, and tell nw now about the three 
random ahots that trouble you most of all that you have ever 
cast," asked Oonan. 

"I will tell yon aboat that," eud Fionn^ "One day, as I 
bad been banting in the neighbourhood of Cam Cromghlinne, 
a hog was started for ma from the ni^vorable banting ground 
in which I then wasy and the hounds and the heroes of the 
Fenians were hot in porsnit after it. I made a cast of my ja- 
velin at it, bat the weapon pieroed the bowels of a worthy chief 
of my people, and bs immediately expired. It is from this 
(incident) thai Ath-Bolg or Ban-Bolg, near Cork, in Maniter, 
b BO called. I gave another cast which pierced Eadbho, ton 
of Motnchitif and ha was alun } and I made a tbM cast, and 
. killed Jomais> son of Bachar, bo that it is after his naiae Sliabh 
Jomais is named. I perceived that I had committed roinons 
acts by means of those three throws g so I caased/«(ir£i (graves) 
to be made for the three heroes, and their names to be inscribed 
thereont Therefore these are the three casts, of ail I ever gave, 
that most grieve me," said Fionn. " Prepare a bed immedi- 
ately for us, because you should be satisfied with the length of 
time yoQ have been questioning me^ O Conan 1 during which 
I have informed you about very many of my own and the Fe- 
nians' difficulties: 1 think it is now the latter end of the night." 
And so it was done. »»»»** 

In the mean time a frightful vision and hobgoblin appeared 
to Fionn in his sleep, so that he sprang thrice from the bed 
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T^feiwe?" *li 'p'jinjbeilb. "T^iMlca *De •Daijawij, bo &>- 

nj-beic *5 fUm^corsAipc iw "Fftimw." 

4)aU ua ■peiwije; bo jaKa&a]1 buij-potte «5 T^oftAtiUS 
UA ?^3DA *t> oibce rjij, 45Af b* bpSij leS be|6 5*0 cnAp- 
AfSbAll FbliTO Aco : 3i6eA» b'*ijt5|6 B^Av Be*S O'Boa- 
c&iT) AjAf B|tA^ ^6)t mAC TnTeATisafA, & njoc tm tt}Aibi^ 
Ap ijA Tn&t«^i *3*r tipiS cam Sflbt* AIT B*ice; A5Af 
b*F|AFtWii&e cJi TiAjb T^joiju aij 0)6ce no ? (flip bo b] f)Of 
t:)p-edUc a; S^ac aq Re|cei) a b&bAjtic 8t)Ac atj Re]t«, 
" CIA bo b|A& A fjoCj t)j Ij-a^l lionj bpoc-f Ajftioe bo 66*- 
tiAiij, b'eAglA 50 iij-biAbAoir njiji d5 iuiot)-6AO|i)e b*iD 
UAoiQuitJ n|ti?e, ijt- a; ^AttriA)6 ^reAfA o|tn}. ^i6eA6, a 
beiPint jnp Ab * •'■^15 Gboijajij CbliJO SljUibe, bo bf 

Fl«^tl AjAf 4)lOI«I«A11J3 A jlAOIfl." 

^151^ 1*T Tl"? *» *** Bbl^AU 30 ce«6 Cboi>&tV> *3*r 
fCATtAr 1^101)0 f A]Im mil ; A54r cnjAbAi* fAu Acnwr&D bo 
cftft pleAS-fil bAjQife a rijijft ASAf 3A0 ad fh^Atm mAille 

Hit. " Ba oIIaIIJ a 3-CIOOO lUlOr* *0 ^WaS," Aft C0Q&1}, 
"ASAf CAb)lA]6ri *" pTjlAOD b'A CAIClOrij?" <D'«0I7CA 
T^IOTTO fllJJ ACC CeATHJA, jlnAinor f\01)t), 'I>10pTtAJT>3, AO 

b* BbpAij, 'r A 3-C01U, 30 loijspopc 0* T^fejiroe. " ac* 

f leA6 Asu^ijo ollAii) A ij-airijoio," aji B71A17, " asai* ceAj- 
mAoi& b'A c*iciori)." 3l<»*in*' ?>eowpA 50 b-ai>nu|ij> S"?* 
b-feAgttAis MAC 0-61* A9 oi&ce f )0 A5 IQAJCtb IJA p*|iTO« ; 
A3Af i^O|t c]Ai} b6|b atqIa 30 b-fACAbA|t CAtTtbjte t.|FeA- 
cAip, iDAc CboftnjAic me\c Sljpc, idac Cbo|QO CbfiAb-CbA- 
cAlSi A3 re*cc 6unj A9 bAjl« bV iMoijuruibe. "NinjAjc 

c&}iIa r«> &u|t)u," Aft f]omt "oil* ir 5«*r* Suiuu 3AIJ ip 

b-ceAc bo rS^tJlle 3<» r3*T<"'*<'I* t*!" 3° fiiliAd pi-tireAOrQAc 

' tll'kc Ai) KeTce, (fittrattg the ion of tbe Bam), Sam or Mac Ram. 
Thii name ii nov Deatlf extinct in Irdand ; and we lieliere that the 
t onljr reprcsentatire* of it liTiog, are the retpectable fimilf who reside 
I at BumBtourn, near Qorej, in the conn^ of Wexfoi^ { , 
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througU terror. " Why do jou start from the bed, Feniaa 
king ?'' asked Finndeilbli. " I saw the Tuatha Sedanana j they 
were raising a quarrel against me, and making a bloody carnage 
of the Fenians." 

As for the Fenians, they pitched their camp at Fotharladh 
of Moghna that night, and felt sonowfnl, because they had 
heard no tidings of Fionn. Bran Beg O'Buadhchan, and Bran 
Mor, son of Feargus, arose early next morning, and proceeded 
to Mac an B«ith, and enquired of him where Fionn had been 
that night (for Mac an Beith possessed the gift of foreknow- 
ledge and true wisdom). Mac an Keith said ; " Though I well 
know (where he has been), I do not wish to forebode evil, lest 
women and children should persecute me on that accountj or 
ask me for foreknowledge ; yet I saj, that it is in the house of 
Conan of Ceann Sleibhe, that Fionn and Piorraing spent last 
night." 

The two Brans, thereupon, proceeded to the house of Couan : 
Fionn welcomed them, but they upbraided himj because he had 
attended the weddiug-feast of his wife unattended by the Fe- 
nians. " The banquet shall be prepared in a month," said 
Conan, " and do ye invite the Fenians to partake of it," Fionn 
agreed to that arrangement. In the meantime Fionn, Diorraing, 
and the two Brans proceeded to the encampment of the Fenians. 
" We ha?e got a banquet [vepared and ready in Almhujn ; — 
let us go and partake of it," said Bran. They proceeded for- 
ward to Almhnin ; and the chiefe of the Fenians were intent 
on enjoying the pleasures of the banqueting hall that night. 
They had not, however, been long there when they saw Cairbre 
Lifeachair, son of Cormac, son of Conn of the Hundred Battles, 
shape his way directly to the place where they were. "This 
is no good thing that has come to us," said Fionn; " since 
our geata prohibit -as to break up our jovial assembly, until 
we ourselves think proper to separate in jollity and mirth, yet 
13 
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Tie c6|le," *3*r ulojt ^fmlli])( too tijAC jtjS Cifitfoov gun 
Ab BiB?e f6|D Matkaoi e^SAft At) c^ 8il. " Hi b-AitjU nO 
bo 66*t)An)" &n 0(riT>» " *oc U|5)onj le«ic ah c^Je &i> tij*c 
TI3 ©ipiopt), A5*r *u Uac ejle Ajnitm t^jij." RiocaS 
ai»Ia no, acc ceAijijA, Ap Uac bo folma]^eA6 fio'i) cjj bo 
^*^ ?*13 &iriTOQQ] bo bAbAft h]Af bo T^Iwaca 4>e <DAt>Ai>q 
A1J0, tAboit, T^iilbe 8l)5ii ii»AC <Doiqt>AlU, AjAf pfcilbe 
BcA^ mAO "OoriTOAjU ; AjAf a buftitAbAp " 3Up Ab ATI A fOI) 
T!*|U bo b«TC AT» *D 5-CBib nu bo'ij cjj bo polrijuiSeAb b." 

" T^TtuAj rip»'" *J» 'F*iif^* BcAj, " ir tuftTi Ai) citu *3Ar 

AIJ CATlCAlpje CUJAS OTlTW|W a IJOGC, AJAf bA 6 IDTATJ 

■pbtW cniUe b'iiitjf«cOTtT«»lW; *tp AitbeAi) bo fiJAnjAb |«fr 
Ai) b-CTieAf peAn ir V^^V-P bodjnACA "De Oaoaiji), ac4 t1 
*3 T^IOITO b'Airijbeojt) a (j-acati AjAf a ttjacATt." Cto6 
rftAcc, 5lu4|nb M) bjAf ^1"^ * Wc "JA njA|bije 50 T^oijijbATift 
S^ilSb Fe^BAiU A5Ar itiri*' tx> S*c cAip ASAf sac cat*- 
CATTT)© bob' ftJiAi) U ^]orm AjAr le fiADtjAib 6it*1<'I''> 

<t>AlA f\))ot)i)^'-p^ 2^*13b l^eAbAil;' bo cuiji ceAccA uaj6 
A1H T^eAb 6jji|otjij ujle bo qoDol T^uaca 4)e <Daoaop fif jac 
Alc c>!5« ; 6ifi bA t»iS otiiiA T^ioirobAiiT* : SO b-ciiDSAbAii 6^50 
or 3AC iir r& c*cA &*A5 bo 31*111 3lAi>-fl«*3 * 5-c]om "Tfor* 
Air> bttuAC Lot 'tteATts-ObeTftc ; A^Af bA & ao U. cdAb^A f )i> 
P^liJlS to Cotjiij Atj bA|wir bo bejc olUm Ajse p* ooiQAtTt 
T^biiTD A3Ar DA T^feiDue : juji injit SoirctteAc, a beAir-eAclAc 

T*)U, A^t A3-C|Oni7 50'C«AlitAtJ»LllACHA;A5Ar AJI O-bfiAfJAri) 

A ceAccA pe )-io9tj, sloATrtof iWfiDpe cati UAjf l^T''' T*^ ^^ 

' T|or)Dba|ip ?I)Ai5b FoabAjl. A pnwerful prince of the TuathB Deda- 
nane. The Coaiutcht peasantr; belicTe that he ie the king of the fturies 
of their province ; they call him Fionnbharrs, othen FUitBa4nc4i Fj- 
oqnbAiiii nig f]A 5-TeAr> m-beAs. His reaidence ii in Knoekmadh near Csatle 
Hackett, county of GaliTBji andthenaighboiuiDgpeMaiitiyiriBtemiiiy 
ttrange Etories about that being. To Fiambkarra they attribute the great 
■ucceu attendinj; the family of fiinran on the turf. Fionnbharra make* 
no icruple to lapply auy racancies that may occur in hit fbice* by the 
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the son uf the king of Eire will covsider it a privilege dae to 
bim to ai«ume the legnktion of t)ie banqueting ball." " We 
will not let it be so, bat we viU give up one half of the hall 
for the accommodatioD ot the son of the king of Eire, and re- 
tain the other half for ourselves," said Oisin. They according; 
did so ; but it happened that, in the portion of the house that 
had been appropriated to the use of the son of the king of 
Eire, two Tnatha Dedanans, Failbhe M6t, son of Domhnall, 
and Fiilbhe Beag, son of Domhnall, were then seated. These 
declared that that portion of the house had been given up, 
merely because they themselves happened to have been seated 
there. "Howgrievons it is," etclatmed Failbtae Beag, "that 
we are made to bear so deep an ioanlt and mark of disrespect 
this ni^t ; but it is the wish of Fionn to deal more severely 
wUh OS, while the same Fionn possesses the woman who had 
been espoused to the third best man of all the Tuatha Dedanans, 
even against the will of her father and of her mother." These 
two Bien, however, took their departure b; the earl; dawn of 
the next morning, and went to Fionnbharr of Magh Feabhail, 
and informed him of all the idsulte and indignities which Fionn 
and the Fenians of Eire intended to offer to the Tuatha Deda- 
nans. 

As for Fionnbharr of Magh Feabbail ; he despatched mes- 
sengers to the different parts of Eire, to summon the Taatha 
Dedanaitsfrom&llqnuters, for Fionnbharr was king over them. 
Six large well appointed battalions, from all parts, assembled 
on the ma^n of Loch Dearg'dheirc within the space of a month. 
This muster took place upon the very day that Conan had the 
wedding feast ready for Fionn and the Fenians. He (Gonan) 
sent Soistreach, his own female courier, to Teamhair Lnachra, 
to invite Fionn and the Fenians. When she had delivered her 
message to Fionn, she returned back by Loch Dea^-dheirc, 

■dmitdon of vm6 of bia mortkl iwKbboiiTf : alt tbcM become rtj« or 
loDg-liveTS. 
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bo ci»*iii T^Ajlbe Be&5 loij* hi*ij *3 f&SaiI rS^*^* 
uAjce : 3ttft lOTir rl &o 30^ a b-pocA)ti Vh]W riJlc CiittjAjll 
so b} ri- RS ^(Afn*i6 T^Ailbe BeA3 c& Ti*ib T-jodUi T)5 
ci l^OR bo bkbAfi AH f*jniAef '"H b-^eAtbA|rt luACftA 
b'FJi5b«r 6," «t^ 1^, " A3A|- beic 5-cfeAb « ctti&eAccA" a3a|- 
716 itjtjir 5U(i Ab * b-pocAjft Chovi']V C\y\f}'> SHl^lbe bo 
h) f}ot)t} fte beic aij o]6ce riij. 2lp ija clof f|U bo "pb&il- 
be, CU5 bftjuj clo(6|ti) bo'ij beAij-eAclAC, juji jfiAfifi Aip 

4 86 1, jup CAHjiAjuj cunj 17* b-AbAijt) 1, 30]t Ab <Dub- 
geAitftcAC A]i}]n) Atj c-fpoC* j-jt) 6 fojt) a leic. 

1)aIa T^ipd; 3luAinor * '7-t'lAl3 DA beAt)-eAclA|t>e, 
*3Af bA 14b ClAttQA ?06|pue Ijon if njd bo b^ a i)-FA|tii4& 
T6'o 4nj rjt) : d|p pj jtAjb jot^a i7-643tnAir 41)0, acc 'piotjij, 
CaojIcg, ^4c 40 Ke|ce, &oca6 S^d|t njAc LuJAfft, Ssolb- 
r3e]ue njAC Oifio, 4341- CaoI Cp664 6 Hei.n)«]ijv> 30 
i>-bab4]Ttc Tioiju ite SoUj "4 Sljoill," 4t* T*' "v}o\i 34b 

UAinAV f)& im-BAslA tB6 AJIl fcAJtJjr UlAtij ftOliqe A1}0|f ; 

43Ar njft A|p b«43&o bui&ije ; 6|ii Ac& Fijixiije ijac nj4ic 
b'4 ce4rb&uA& &Anj, e4&oii, Cuaca "De 'D4UAt)i7 bo c65ba.1l 
bpui^De oiirtj, 43Ar iijo ibuitjcjTi bo tb4TtbA6." "Stjijic- 
Fe4brA cu oppA bo'u cop y"/' *f 3ollf "*3*r ^151** 
Tteotup* Ap r|t) 30 ce4c Cbooiju ; 3up c^p Coo&ti F^l'ce 
p|i:, 454T bo b-643p4 ceAc tj-ol& aco, 434^ bo bj T^ioiju 
A leAbAb upfAij Aijo, 45Af 3»>U &'a 6eir. 4347- T^joobeilb 
s'a cl) ; A54r cSc A 5-coicc|ijue lotjA i)-iot)4b ciuoce ffejij 

5 riT> AttjAc. 

4)aIa T^blofobAp ?i)Ai3lj 7^eAbA|l, A3Ar T^haca <t)6 43a- 
UAiju, bo cuipeAbAp 40 " )^6l5 "pIAbA"' fOIOpA, A3Ar 1*40- 

'Fei&Ft<>&> wnffi" CDuerinj. Dr. OTJonOTaD remarking on a passage 
in the Misceltaiiy of the Celtic Society, that " Dunlaing of Dun-na- 
tA-Zeorio"— Dunlaing O'h-Artagain, and alludes to a alory in ancient 
accounts of tlie Battle of Clnan-tarlih (Clontarf) fought on Good Friday, 
A D. 1014. in vhich Oeibhill (now Eevil) of Craigliath, the fkmUiar 
iprite of Dal-CaiB, is «aid to hare enTeloped in a magical cloud Dnnlaing 
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and the Tuatba Dedanaus Laving seen her pasa, Failbhe Beag 
followed her, to ask her the news. She informed hitn that she 
had been before Fiona Mac Cnnihaill. Eailbhe Beag asked 
her where Fionn then was, and how many men he had with 
him, " I left him at Teambair Lnachra, and ten hundred is 
the number of his companions," answered she. She also told 
liim that Fionn was to spend that night with Conan of Ceann 
Sleibhe. When Failbhe heard that, he struck the female 
courier with his sword, and cut her in two : he then dragged 
her remains, and cast tbem into the (adjoining) river. Hence 
that stream is called Dubhghearthach from that lime to the 
present. 

As regards Fionn ; he followed the female courier, and the 
Clanna-Moirne composed the roajoritj of the force that accom- 
panied him on the occasion ; for there were none left to supply 
their place, except Fionn son of Caoilte, Mac Eeitlie, Eochadh 
M6r son of Lughaidh, Sgolb Sgeine son of Oisin, and Gaol 
Crodha from Neamhainn. Fionn, addressing GoU, said, — 
" Goll, I never felt misgiving or fear on the occasion of at- 
tending any wedding-feast before this; my forces being few in 
number; for I have a foreknowledge that evil broods over me, 
namely, that the Tuatba Dedanans are about to raise a bruigkean 
(quarrel) against me, and slaughter my people." " I will de- 
fend you against their attacks on this occasion," said Goll. 
They, thereupon, proceeded forward on their way to the house 
of Conan. Conan gave them a cordial welcome, and they were 
introduced into the banqueting hall, Fionn occupied the 
couch nest to the door, Goll sat on his right, and Finndealbh 
on his left hand, while all the others assumed the places the}> 
were accustomed to occupy, without any further distinction 
being made. 

With respect to Fionnbharr of Magh Feabbail and the 
TuathaDedanans; they enveloped themselves in i\iR Feigh Fiadh, 

O'h-Artagaiii (a cliief hero attendant on Murcliodh, Br[an Barumba's el- 
dest sou), to prevent him from joining the battle. See Annals of tht 
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3*0*11 30 bojic*6,5^lP>')* r* *^*c* t*A3 TT) at*")*^*, fitbiSie, 
It)i7lUce,"AHi f *ifcce hat)«^Chor)i.iv CbjIW SblS|lJe, 3ai> t»^*, 
jAij PACB5A6, 3AP ^u||ieAc. "Be45 *p b-cA|)tbe a fee^c 
AOU rV *P ri*"' "*5*r FeiSnj l*iui>e 5boiU A5 aijacaI 
l*b|t»J onfiuiijD." " Nl AttACpAti ^i^l t)o'w cop fO 6," Ap 
ft|Ci)e, be*i) bpAO]; "ojp ceAljpAbf* Fl'"''' ^nJAC Ifonj 

Af At) CI3 310t)IJ 30 ttJO fijA|C A CO|in«Ab." 

SlttAifjof twjnjpe b*|0'>''r«l''e *" b*lle, ASAf C13 Sf 
cotbAjp T-blou bo'') l«ic AiDujc. " CjA c& Ai)! rtjo corijAip ?" 
Ap ri. "^eiri F^l"'" *ti FlO'T'J- "5e*r* t**^ i:uilni3|b 
flop Iaoc ope," Ap y], " zeAcc AtijAC 5A0 fujpeAC." 

^ur MasttTt, Ed. J-OD., A.D. 1013, p. T7S, n., and Ware's Antiqui- 
ties 0/ Ireland, cb. Tiiv. At the year 1014. "The place called Dun-na- 
bh-Jearia in ihe text ie prohab]}' Dun-feart, alias Banesfort in tbe countf 
of Eilkencj, (eltuated about four mites Ihjm the town, and on the 
old road to Waterforil), where it ii probable Dunlaing was fostered." 
Sov the real caee ii not that it was a " magical cloud" in vhich Aeibheal 
of Carriglea enyeloped her faTorile, but a sort of magical, or dmid- 
ical garment, called Feidh nadh, as is exprcBslj' mentioned in the an- 
cient account of the Battle of Clonlarf, alluded to above ; for when his 
patron and friend Murcbadh, could not see him, tliough he recognised 
the voice of his faithful adherent, he eiclaimed — "Iltnow the voice of 
Dunlaing O'h-Artagain, and feel the effect of hia strokes, but cannot see 
him." " It would be a disgrace," replied Dunlaiag, " if 1 were to con. 
ceal myself from my (Wend," at the same time casting his magical gar- 
ment from his shouldeis, and thereby renderiag himself risible to Mur- 
chadh. Hence the teib <;>&& was not a magical cload, but a druidicsl 
garment which rendered the wearer invisible. It is true that his familiar 
sprite rendered Eogban Mor (Eugene the Great) and his people invisible, 
but if it were a magical cloud It would have been designated ceo Bpo0. 
eacc, (druidical or magical mist) not tei& fiab. There are reaaons for 
believing that the name yep naois of Christian origin, because wc read 
in the Jttjn)u,]i) Taccfiajcc (Hymn of Patrick) when he was on his journey 
to visit Laeghaire at Tara, that the druide advised tbe monarch to place 
armed men in ambuscade to prevent his reaching the royal palace at 
Tara, and probably to slay him and hia companions. St Patrick, on 
that occasion, composed his celebrated Hymn, which is called re|i> vi^-b, 
probably because the saint and his followers appeared to his enemies in 
the shape of deer, and younj; St. Ilenignus, or beimq, in that of a fawn. 
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and marched forward invisibly, powerfully, wifcli steadiness, 
and without delay — none contending for precedence — in six- 
teen armed, well-appointed, well- marshalled battalions, to the 
plain opposite the hoQse of Cnuan of Ceann-Sleihhe. " It is 
little use for us to be here," said they, " since the service ot 
the sword of QoU is engaged in tlie defence of Eionn against 
us." " Goll shall not protect him on this occasion," said 
Eitline the drnidess, " for I will beguile Fionn out of the liouse, 
despite of the vigilant care that is kept over him." 

She proceeded on to the town (house), and stood opposite 
to Fionn on the outside. " Who is he that is before my face ?" 
asked she. " It is I myself," responded Fionn. '* The geasa 
by which a true hero never lufTered himself to be bound be 

as appearB from the following argument to thnt Hymn in the Bon !f of 
Lieniore, a copy of wliich is now in the Library of the Koyal Irish Aca- 
demy :— " pacfiaic no (loije jnij jnmui) r". 1i anirejT* loejAjiie njeie Mfeil 
tirjijeS. fac i oeiiniA \\. cj* Binoij co i)*|Tiiai]cl)aib an nArnjOib n bAir 1i" 
baeAt" lO ecaiiiJiB a|i i)A cleipcfjejb. Ocur ir Uipaclj (nrre IITo FT*I M\"l- 
oegail cutpp dcut AijnjAAfa Deii)ija)b ocur sujijib ocuf sUAtchlb. Ceclj Bujija 
ijof sebft each Bja co ii-)Di)icIj6ID leir 1 i)-"!* 11 clfaifiirrec fteitjnfl ml * 
Jijuir- tip bldD 00 AT' ^'■^ ^m ocuf i;onn)*c. ft(ii romu* be •ev-\ B|ai(b4r- 
tl|B lupecb 0|A AijnjATi] |Ali i]A erreeh=. Pachajcc t«> cl]*V X° Tl =*" ''° 
Haca iJa I}ecati')AIl') Ap * cl])no o Leogiitie, ija b|5TeS 60 ri'*" Chpopnw 

CO cenjTiAj5i coi»iB Aonni *e citerrA n*6lacbc n* f)-ecAiii)A|oa comcjr 
A150 AtCA, oeuT lAitrjoe joA i).8|4ib 4. betjoi). Ocur facl) Fi*ba a !)A(ijn)," 
i.e. Patrick compoaed this Hymn, It was during the time of Laeghiiice 
■on of Niall ha composed it. The reason he had for cumposing it was, 
that it would be a protection to both himself and the monks ag^nst the 
deadly eBemiei that lay in ambascode fur the clergy. And this hymn is 
an armour for the protection of both body and soul agoinaC demons, 
men, and habitual Ticea. Every person who repeats it each day, liaving 
all his mind on God, shall not be troubled by demons appearing before 
bim i it shall protect bim from poison and malice. It shall be a proteC' 
tion to him from sudden death ; it shall be an armour b> his soul after 
death. Patrick composed this hymn at the time when I^eghaire plotted 
his destruction, so that he might not come to propagaie the faitU at Ta- 
mon (Tara) ; on which occasion it appeared, to those that Uy In anic 
buab, that they were wild deer, having a fawn afur them, that is, Be- 
ueii (Beaignus). And Feth Fiadha is the uame (of the Hymn). 
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Njort FuUiiJ3 l^ioijrj rj* 3e*r*. c*|D|6 «ti)*c 3*1) c»i|«>e, 
*S*r 5^V l<»o6* bu|i>e bo bi * irjj, olofi *ir>iS *oi) aco 
T'}ot)t) 45 bul AtDAC ACC CAojUe AtijAfu; «3Ar C1318 30 
l>-6)fcue beat) BpAO|.' )r |:!i'o *nj ftn bo lA)3|obA|t T^ua- 
E* "De <D«DAQo ealca b'&Ai^|b bliBA 50 p-5ob*ili cjui)c}S« 
Fd'i) ftiii); juji luiseAb*!" *1P nccAjb a^at *It» Bl«u|ITOl6 
cii|c ; *3Af bo 5*BAb*ft Aji lof^* «5*r A^a l&ij-mille ; 
lot)ur 3uti ceiteAftAi* mic A3«r njpA AjAf mjop-bAoioe aij 
6A|le Af '*" b^q AtDAc A|i 3«c leAC : 5u)i b&cA6 beAi> Cbo- 
i>ft|t) (CAQAnA A b-A|r)irt)) yAi) AboTDt} leAC Anjujc bo't) 
bijle. Jf Aijr) f|D * bibAipc 6|eDe, bcAi? bfiAO), le ^(oij^, 
ca|rii-tt|i Ifel f6|9; "6|lt ir 60 coirij-pic liotn bo JoifieAf 
ArtjAC rfi," Ap f]. " Ci FA|b ?" Ap pioijij. " O <t)boilte 
b& 'Cboftc' A T))A[t, 50 b-2tfe-i')6f«' T^T*j" *P r!' "tte pi^eAt) 

AtblA rl^ '*" S" b-Ciplb 1-lOIJI) JIOJIV^ CAJl At) *C, A5Af 

CAOflce (OijA &1A13 ; ASAf bo b^ 'Fioihj A5 stteAfAcc Cb*- 
0|lce, 30 u-&ubA|i»c, " Jr A&D&p &mc, ACbAO|lce, mftjb bo 
pACA a3Ai- bo luAbAff A3Ar Aoi) bcAi) A3 bul bjoc." Ljt)- 

3|0r CaOiIcB Afl rir) ; 50 ^-CUS 6111316 AljfoCAIJt Ap pftjn 30 

b-cuj A &poti)* A i)-uce 0A cA|lt]Je A5 't>o|pe aij c-SeAQA]c 
ixAf, A34r O'jonjpiiiS u)pce 30 b-cns bfeinj cloiSiib j:6 ija 
meA&ot; 30 o-beAppDA b& opb)t} ceapcA coriicponjA 6|. 

" Be|p buAb A5Ar bCAUDACCj A CbAOllcO," Ap J'lODD, "5|ft 

' Cjcije bedii'atio|> Eiihnt the dmidett. Tbere cod be little doubt 
that feiiiolee were coDBecrated to religion bj the dnuds ; beAt) eriof, in 
the present common Euiceptation of the word, meana a aorcereBa, a witch ; 
but we are led to believe that in the olden time, females were dedicated 
to tbe «erTice of the pagan deitiei, the principal of which were flc« and 
water. The two aiaters Aine and Uilncradh, were representatiTej of 
these elemeiitc, aod the choice made bj Fiona, on the occasioo of the 
aiBtere coming to paj their oddresaea to him, clearlf ehowg that be pre- 
ferred the worship of fire to that of water, that is, that he remained a 
Baalite in preference to becoming a Lirite, or IltniiSw worshipper. The 
strange story of the swans of Lir reflects some light on the Tarious dedi- 
cations used by the Irish pagans ; and it is probable that very Tiolent 
ontuntions were once carried on io Ireland bf the partisans of the riral 
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npon yon, unless yoo come outside without delay," said she. 
Fionn did not suffer the geata to bang over him, hut walked 
oat without delay ; and, though there were many persona in* 
side, none of them noticed Fionn leaving the house, except 
Caoilte alone. He walked up to Eithne the druidess. At that 
same time the Tiiath& Dedanans let fly a flock of dark birds 
with fiery beaks to the Dun (of Conan) ; and these (birds) 
perched on the chests and bosoms of all the people (within), 
and scorched and tormented them to such a degree, that the 
young lads, the women and the children belonging to the place 
betook themselves to flight from the Dan in all directions, and 
the wife of Conan, whose name was Canana, was drowned in 
the river outside the town. Etthne, the drnidess, then chal- 
lenged Fionn to run a race with her, "for," said she, "it was 
for the purpot>e of running a race with you I called you oat." 
" What shall be the distance P" asked l^'ioun. "From Doire- 
d&-thorc in the west, to Ath-m6r in the cast," said she. They 
arranged the matter so ; but Fionn got across the Ath (ford) 
before her, while, in the meantime, Caoill« was following him. 
Fionn began to ai^ on Caoilte, saying, "you ought to be 
ashamed of your running and of your (small) amount of swift- 
ness; since a woman is able to leave you behind." Caoilte, 
thereapon sprang forward, and, making a very distressing 
bound, struck bis shoulders against the hag's chest, at Doire^^n- 
t-Seanaich in the south j and then, having turned about, he 
made a slash of his sword at her in the waist, so that he di- 
vided her into two equal parts. 

" Win victory and blessings, O Caoilte," exclaimed 

rdigioDB, who were occnBtomed to meet and decide their quarrels s( 
" fie Ai) connuie," the place ie( apart for battle. The Samhaiigi of G\ea 
SomhsiBg, near Sliabh Guillen, were thoie dedicated to fire wonhip, 
while the caU or bwuu were dedicated to Itn or IltrHJap worship. 

' Boj^jia.tDjtc, i.e. The firett of the too wild boar*. 

' ac nwfi, i.e. The great/ord. 

• Oliom. That is, got his bMk to her face t got before Ler, 
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36 (otnbA bniiie tDA|c cti5Air PI*""* oi^p bB*iiir bHiii« ir 

IMftpp." CjoS rtUwc, iUn)5AbAp c*|t * HAir 50 T^c* aij 
^*}^o, 30 B-(:ciAit*&An TiuACA 4>e 4>au*oii low* Il^bIK)lu 
K|0|i-c<i]|irijce Aji A S-cjourj lAft 3-«»lP * ^TeiS FiaSa 
&iob. " <D6ic Itonj, A CIjaoiIm," aji Fiotjt), " 30 »>-cAfi- 
Iaidaiti *h Up «n iMi?iHb r*" ^w" T**' *5*r c»lW*>' *P 
ptJ, A o-&iwiDAi?i)A ite cfejle, ASAf cuA(t5(jA)b c&c lAb pop 
5AC Uac : 3u|t 6A]i>eAbA|i on>* feASCOitjUijo Af 'FblowD : 
5ap clor &o 5boU ri"' 5" wtwtAific. " ct>uA5 nw, 6m bo 
ceAlsAbAp T^nACA tie ■t)Ai}Air) 7^]OOT *3*r CaoiIcc jtiu 

ABJAC IIA|ITO, A34r *II»5t'> 30 l«*F "'* 3-<=*^*It*-" C^lfSI* 
Afl TIU» too* nj-blWlOO aj5 AJAf )0)tSO|l6, ASAf Cotjiij 

Cl>|i)i> Sljl*i&e ASAf A cLaoq ii>A|coe bV 5-coi)39Atij «.)ji aij 
b-f Aftce ATQAC ; Acc ceAijQA, tra feAti3A6 ad c-tL^it) n)])eA6 
UA|b)ieAC ]ot)urAi6reAC, A3Af aq Iaoc leAbATtcA loirstwAC, 

AJAf At) COfH^A UAClbAft {OI^AQCAC, A3Af AIJ buiDDft blAft- 

m*t)v*c bofib-cfteAfACj 6a6oq, ^oU iijac ^S^jtije tp)C 
5bApit«t^ 5blutJ-buib, rtjic 2I0& ^buAQAjb, rijic 2to& Clj]i)D 
Cbl&ir>)ib]cCot)it|U, it^ic SAi&bfte, ri)|cC«AC, ii>|c^^A5AC, 
ii)|C CAj^bfie CbliTD-beipS, riJic pjs Corijacc ; Aibn)! bA 
p&]n)]oyA 4|ib-ii}!r» a T>*injj aij caij bo cftom fa'd 3-ca]C a 
3-cpjoj-lAc A tfi&\v-r^6}te i 5«ft it»eAr3«itt c|ieo|o tjA 
b-CAOircAc; 5U|i C]Oit|ibA uAifle 'i^a fl-be|i»e, A^Af sup 
mA^njAb tQAice fovA njeA&OT) ; ]OUur suft m|00Ai6eA& A5Ar 
Sttjt cpAjpliJeAS cofA A3Ar c|Dij-ti)ulUi3 pin 3Hp f»iit)i& aij 
Cjtflf A FOtlTtAIJCA, fiAdOIJj T^ioijijbitifi 2l)A|3b T^eAbAjl, ASAr 
cuAip3ij|b A cfijle, 5uyt bA fiAepcA |to ceAf3A]&te ija 1115- 
iit|ll&; A5Ar sujt bA cAob-teAbAtiCA, ciitrj-jiijije ija cpfeiij- 
plpa'ij b-cpotD-sleS fjij; ASAf b* fe cjijoc a n-|ip|teAfiiiu 
jUTi fcujc 7^|o^)t)bAnp ?^A(5b 1^e«b«il bo bft(n)(oijuAib 5IAC- 
l4jbiti5b6lU; A3Arbo cuicJ^AjlbeleCAojlce. SsiuCAfAy 
Iaoc li|ii))opoAC luAC-goijAc, feAfeoij, &oca6 2t)dfi njAC lu- 
5«1&, A3Ar |i6 54b *3 fUbA ijA rluAjA, 50 jiapjeAfe aij 
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Fionn, "for, though many is the good blov jou iiave 
struck in foor time, ;ot) never dealt a better one than 
that," They then retDmed back to the green before the 
town, where they fonud the Tuatha Sedansns, drawn up 
in inaitial order before them, after having thrown off their 
Feigh FiadAa. " It seems to me, Caoilte," said Fionn, " that 
we have fallen into the thick of oar enemies in this Dun." 
They, therenpon, turned back to back, and every warrior aa 
all sides attacked them, so that groans of weakness from the 
unequal contest were wrung from Fionn. Qoll, having heard 
them, exclaimed, "It ia a sorrowful case, for the Tuatha 
Dedanans have enticed Fionn and Caoilte away from ns; let 
US arise with speed to their help." They, thereupon, rushed 
out upon the green in a dense body, determined apon the per- 
formance of great feats and carnage, supported by Conan of 
Geann Sleibhe and his eons. But now that proud, aggressive, 
chieftain of champions, the body-mangling fiery hero, the ter* 
nble lond thuuderer, and the fresh blooming branch invincible 
in battle, Goll son of Moime, son of Garraidh Olundnbfa, son 
of Aodh Dduaidh, son of Aodb Ceannclila{r,son of ConaU,son 
of Saidhbhre,son of Ceat mac Maghach, sonofCairbreCeann- 
deaig, son of the king of Gonnacht, became enraged ; like a 
towering mountain under his grey shield was he in battle! 
He laid prostrate the bravest of their leaders, he mangled the 
bodies of their nobles, and burst through the ranks of their 
chieftains ; he shortened limbs and delved into skulls, until he 
reached their pillar of support, Fionnbharr of Magh Feabhail 
himself. They commenced to attack une another, until both 
llie royal champions were mangled and disfigured, in conse- 
quence of the hard struggle which they maintained. The 
result of the combat was, that Fionnbharr of Magh Feabhail 
fell by the heavy, hard-dealt strokes of GoU. Fuilbhe fell by 
the hand of Caoilte. Sochadh Mdrsonof Lughaidh,the ninjble 
hero of the quickly-dealt strokes, sprang into the midst of the 
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(:6*r> FlocitjAp FOf»p*')=*» *A6ot?, <t)t>i)t)-U*clj4, 5ufi cuat*- 
Jotije*&*7» 4 6fcjle, AjAf bob' « t^oipceADtj a b-peAftntA, jAb 
A fiAop So cniriti) borju pe boijij, AjAf bfeAl pe bfiAl, Ap Ap 
UcAjfi nt); *3*r P* '^"I'^ Ba6ca ■toeApj pa'D puACAp 
5-cftAbi)A ite Ssolb-rjeioe hjac Oirlo, AjAf cohci»a6 
Recbfcij f * 3aiihai& 31»0*>m6. <Do ta]ctabA\i ao bA SjajI 
I«e c*iU ; cojtctiAft ija cftf iDotwijAjU pe Coi^kt) SQaoI hjac 
SQdiTtQd )Oi)A AOUAft i AjAf bo cniCjObAri AQ bi CbAjpbfie 
pe Coi)*p Cbii)i» SI)l*lbc *54r l« T)A njAcj a6c c6aowa, ir 
ceAItC CUjAt^ A U-6|fllDl» JlJAtt) CA|C (f fe&ttft cu^Ab Iji AIJ 

cAjc rti); *iT< uiop njiAij *3*r ''lor* "jait*' ^ csaccaji t»'o 

b* 110)171) rflJ C€lb6 P» ceife Af 41) ISVCAIJI CACA TOT)AIl JOITtJ- 

rn] jeAbAp A cA|le ; d])i bA ]Ab b% p'^t'?'} ''a ctiuA6-coii)- 

lAITQA)6e J"A1) CftniOOe CCACAJt&A JAb, £A&0I), ^|ADDA fCATt- 

&a6a railceACA |»)Tt)tAiTCA ^blOd a5A{- T^uaca b&|b-§l&ij 
bAc-&|loe 4)ft "Daoadi); AjAr IT ''ft*3 T)4p cu|C|ObAp ujle 
A)l UcAlr> A» CACA riD. 

^cc c6At)i)A, Djop C]Aii 30 b-pACAbAp cuCA Ap cu]b e)le 
b"fh]AVVA]^ 'pblW'J tJ* P*lB AD ^ApftAb; loijur. Aft A 
b-FAjcru) bo CljnAci Ite Oaoadu, sup, JAb fjAb pfejit) tt)A&- 
tDA6 AjAf C6|ce Ap 5-cup AU "peiJ I*)*** lop* b-c impel oil : 
jup cu|C|obAp CAjft* A5Ar caoiB-dSaIa Ap pbioi))! F^ltTj 

ASAf AP Al) ttj6|b bo bj AD ^AppAb |-AD 3-CAJC, 6 JOIDAb 

DA b-1op5Ajle, A5Ar le poppAD da }:eeAm^^•, A3*f bA 1055- 
DA tijop le b-OiriD njfelb Mce da T^irjne r*D 3-caic riD : 
6IP ciDS*''*!' *'«I^ 5-cfeAb Iaoc le TFjodDj 30 ceAC C1)0- 
D&ID Cb|DD Sbl^jbe, A5Af bo cuicfobAp u|le le T^uaca <De 
•Dadadd, acc Aop cfeAb atd&id; AjAf (AbfAD k^id eAfbA- 
TAC cpfiAccAC cp3i-leo|Dce ; ^S*!" 5*" *D cujb e|le bo 
ii)u|DC|p CboD^ID C1)|DU Sblfe|be b'&jp]otw. -fAlA T^blDO; 

bo puJAft 50 ceAC CboiJ^ID A1P lOfDCAp 6, AJAf bo b] 
CAeCJObAr Ap IDJOfA ADD »'* lj*34r; *3*r *'' "^f^C bA 

ID-injceACCAC 6, bo jluAjr F*lD asaj- a beA5&D pSlDDC 
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enemy, and ooromeaced to hew down and carve the troopa, 
until he met the furious and valorous man, DonnUatha: tliejr 
engaged oDe another ; and the end of the conflict was that both 
fell foot to foot and face to face on the spot. Bachta Dearg 
was slain in the conflict by Sgolb Sgeine, son of Oisin. Bochan 
was slain by Oarraidb Glundubh, and the two Sgaila fell by the 
hands of each other. The three Domhnaila were slain by the 
hand of Conaa the Bald, son of Moirne, withoat any assistance 
whatever. The two Oairbres were slain by Conan of Ceann 
Sleibhe and his son. Bnt few of the battles of Erin were ever 
fought with such dreadful determination as was that battle ; 
for no individual on either side wished, or was guilty of the 
dishonour, to yield or retreat a single step, from the spot on 
which he engaged, his opponent ; for they were the two most 
hard-flghting bodies of men to be found in anj of the four 
parts of the globe, namely, the manly, bloody, robust Fenians 
of Fionn, and the white-toothed, handsome Tuatha Dedanans ; 
and they both were nearly annihilated in that battle. 

Soon after, all the Fians of Erin who had not been present 
were seen approaching ; but when the Tuatha Dedanans saw 
them, having enveloped themselves in the Fetgi Ftadh, they 
made a precipitate retreat. Fionn himself fell into fainting fits, 
as well as all those who had joined him in the batUe, in con- 
sequence of the severity of the conflict, and their extraordinary 
exertions in it. Oisin wondered greatly at the la^e number 
of Fenians who fell in that battle : for ten hundred heroes ac- 
companied Fionn to the house of Conan of Ceann Sleibhe, and 
thev were all slain by the Tuatha Dedanans, with the exception 
of only one hundred I and even these were maimed, wounded, 
or weak from the loss of blood ; not ennmerating the loss 
of the people of Conan of Ceann Sleibhe. With regard to 
Fionn ; he was carried to the bouse of Conan, where he re- 
mained a month, and a fortnight over, under cure. When he 
was able to remove he, and the few Fenians who survived, went 
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to the great, extensive Almhuiii of Leinster ; and they remained 
a long time in Almhuin before their wounds were perfectly 
healed. 
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Bacachs (besgar8)t 108. 
Bachar, IS2, 183. 
Badger Coi, or Cocks, 44. 
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leap at, 33, 
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Black steed c^Knn-each-labhra, 37. 
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Boudhon, temples of, 122, n. 
Boyne (the riyer), 73, 79, 8S, m.n. 

Bnigh of, 144, n. Bmighe&n of, 

1-22, n. Salmon of, 133, r. 
Brady, Psrson, 40. 
Brahmtna, 115. 
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169. BeUtionahJp to Fiona, 49. 

Lordship of, 63. Mor, 184, 185. 
Breasal, 50. 

Brisji Boramha, 189. n. 
Brice Bloi^, diasmof, 117' Great 

leap of, 30, 128, 128, n.. 129. 
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Britain, 28. 

Brooke, (Miss), 50, 64. 
Browa. 110. 
Brownie«, 92. 
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120, n. 
BruighlD Cheise Coraina. 120 n. 
Bryant quoted, 28. 
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Bugho, the term explained, 124, n, 
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71. 
Caicer the druid, 149, n. 
Cailleach Biorar (waterciesa hag), 

51, 64, 65, 149, n., 170,11. ~ 

house. 64, 65. 
Cailte's descriplJon of a tlompan, 

49. 
Cairbre Ceanndearg (redheaded), 

194, 195. 
Cairbre Lifeachair, 184, 185. 
Cairn FeargaU, 148, 149. 
Cairns described, 64. 
Caislean Ciuil, (bagpipes), 48, 49. 
Cali, 115. 

Callan, mountain of, 116. 
Combrensis' account of a man and 

wife transformed into wolves, 



Cauaaa, 28. 

Canauiites, 26. Expulsion of, by 

Josne, 164, n. 
Caoilte, 140, 141, 142, 143. 148, 

149, 160, 161, 188, IS9, 192, 193, 

194. 195. 
Caol Crodha. 188, 189. 
Carbucy. barony of. 61. n. 
CarrickJea, 97, 101. 102, 128. n. 
Carriglea, 190, n. 
Camiic-buidhe, 85. 
Carrill Cas, 134. 135. 
Carthagcnians, 26. 
Caa Cnailgne, 160, 161. 
Cassia, where situated, 112. 
Castle HackeCt, 186, n. 
Castleknock, battle of, 130, n. 
Castlelyons, 93. 
Castletown, moat of, 169. n. 
Castlelowo-Bellew, 169. a. 
Cat of Ath-Cliath (DuUin). 60. 

Cat avenged upon an OUamh, 36. 

Objects of terror, 34, 35. 
Cattle preys, 76. 
Cavan, 19, 93. 

Ceannchlair, Aodh, 194, 195. 
Ceann Sleibhe, 29. 115. U7, 120, 

121, 122, 123. 184, 185. 188, 189. 

190. 191, 194. 195,196, 197. 
Ceann Sutnaire, 122, 123, 123, n. 
Cearmod Milbheoll, his three sons, 

47, 156, 157. 157. n. Celebrated 

musicians. 157. n. 
Ccatach, the son of the king of the 

Tulacha, 1 A "■ 
Ceat Mac Maghach, 194, 195. 
Ceathoir. 156. 157. 
CeitbBna (the dmidess) 24, 25. 
Celtic superstitions, 145, n. 
Ceylon. 31, 12i!, n. 
Chaldeans, their expuleion, 22. 
Charm mongers, 1 15. 145. a. 
Chersonesixs Cimbrica, 22, 23. 
Chess-playing, 50. 
Ciar, a king of Kerry, 130, «. 
Ciaran (St.), 41, 42, 43, 44 
Clanna Deaghadh, 85. 
Clann Deirgthine, 83. 
Clanna Moiroe, J88, 189. 
Clanmorris, barony of, 134, n. 
Clare, 31,62, 64, 119, n. 
Cliodhna (the fairy queen),97,I62,n, 
Clobharceann, a t^iry cobler, 19. 
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84. 
Clogher. oracle of, 39. 
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ClOKh-magh-righ-cat, toyid cat of, 

37. Oracle of, 38. 
Clogh-oir, 37. Oracles of, 39, 
ClonmacDoise, 35, 36. Xbe thi«e 

wonders of, 146, 147. 
Clonmel, 44. 

Cloutarf, battle of, 190, >. 
Clotigb, 37, 38. 
CIiutD-tarbh (Clontarf), battle of, 

when funght, 188, n. 
CDobha, cave of, 37, b. 
CoUlen Feidhlim, 160, 161. 
Coleraine, 126, n. 
Coolftvin, barony of, 61, «. 
Colnmbkille, 97. 

Cooley, 169, n. Cattle spoil of, 48. 

Conall Mac Saidhbhre. IM, 195. 

Conaire, eon of Moghlamha, 83. 

Cooan, 124, 125, 126, 127, 132,133, 

136, 137, 138, 139, 156, 157, 186, 

187, 182, 193. Of Ceann Sleibhe, 

30. Burial place of, 63, His 

banqueting hall, 188, 189. Fet- 

tlTities at the house of. 1 18, 1 19. 

Kills the two Cairbres, 196, 197. 

Coaan Mael, the FenUo Chief, 116. 

The Bald, his death, 196, 197. 
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82, n. 
CoDDacht (Coonaught), 35, 36, 77, 
80, 93, 97, 08, 107, 123, n, 136, 
H., 186, n. Bull of. 142, R. i<'ir- 
bolgian tribes of, 22. 
Conn Cead Cbathacb (Conn of the 

Hundred BatUes), 184, 185. 
Conn-Eda, story of, 41. 
Conoelloe, barony of, 118, n. 
Corca-Duibhne, 118, n. 
Corca Quioy, 118, r. 
CorcaLaidhe, 129, r. 
Cork, 93, 99, 182, 183. 
Corren, 120, n., 122. r„ 123, ». 
Cotter, William the Bed, the poet, 

93. 94. 95, 96. 
Craigtiath, 188, r. 
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Cregg y Bran, 63. 
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waters. 128, 129, 128, n. 
Croker, the Ute T.C., 94. 
Crom, the deity of irrigation, 17. 

OftheRock. 58, 5R, n. 
CrotughliDDe, earn of. 182, 183. 
Crop, a fairy chief, 93. 
Cros-shliabh, 65. 
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Cmachai) Counacht, 142, 143. 

Crait or barp, 46. 

Cnimlin, earn of, 182, a. 

Crymogie quoted, 22. 

Cnalan, 65. The dog of, 50. 

Cuailgne, 16, 39, 169, 169, n 
173. 

CuailgneaD mountains, 61, n. 

Cuallan the renowned, 50. 

Cuanda, Fionn's visit to the house 
of, 47. 

Cuanna. 174, 175. Hospitality of 
Lis hotise, 146, 147. 156, 157. 
Story of, 174, h. 

Cuillean, 39, 65, 169, n. Sighe of. 

172, 173. 
Cuchulhtinn,?!, lll.lll.n., I69.n. 
His fight with Ferdia, 80, 81, 82. 
His leap, 130, <t. War chariots 
of, 73. 77, 79. Why called Cu- 
chutlaino, 50. 
Cuckoo, voice of the, 139, 139. 
Curry. Mr. Eugene, on rat charm- 
ing, 35. 



Dagdae, a pagan deity, 17, 48. The 

loa <^ 47. 
Daire, of Sitb-Daire, 130, 131. 
Dal-Ctds, familiar sprite of; 188, n. 
Dalcassians, 98. 
Danat, daughter of D^ie, 31, 130, 

131. 
Danes, 92, 99. Danish invasion, 29. 
Danesfort, 190, n 

Daol (an insect) described, 124, a. 
Daolgas, his story, 133, a., 134, 

135. Son of Dubhghoite, 136, 137. 
Dathcaoin, 144, 145, 
Deaghadh Mae Siun, 134, n. 
Dealgan, glen of, 131, r. 
Dealra Dubh, the evil-minded, 32. 
DearaDubh, 134, 134, n., 135. 
Demons, protection from, 191, r. 

Eipulsion of, 37. 
Derry, 97, 126. r. Remarkable 

Uughterin, 138, 138, n., 139. 
Diorraing, a Fenian chief, 29, 30, 

117, 124, 125. 126, 127. 172, 

173, 176, 177, 184, 185. Son of 

Domhar Damhaidb, 120, 120, n., 

121, 122, 123. 
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DoUbb, It fUiT priDcew, 89. 
D(^Te-aD-t-Seuinlnii, I9J, 193. 
Doire-dk-thorc, 192, 193, 193, n. 
DooMt, 133, 133. 
Donsmine, 123, a. 
Donohuftn, Conning son of, IDl. 
Dodh Cn^lgne, 48, 76, 143, ■. 
Donn Firinn, 93. 
Dona Uftllia, 190, 197 
DorsHD the ror^ cat, 37, n. 
Dord FiuiD, 137, >. Its hittCHry 
and makers, 47, 48. Wliea &nt 
made in IreUnd, 156, 167. 
Down, 57, ». 

Dreoluina, daughter of, 34^ 
Drobbaoi>, 61, n. Great monfter 

of, 62. 
Sraidd 30; 

Dnildical cati, 3a, Mlat, 19 
BitM, 166, ■. Wind. 144. n., 
145,11. 
Dninicl]Bbh,61,a. BpectreoC 61. 
Drnmcliff, 61. n. 

Dramiuuiid iBer. Dr.), 30, 64, 
169,-. 

Dnaiuidli, Aodb, 194, 195. 
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DnbhghearrthBch, 188, 169. 
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Dublin, 41. 45, 116. 182. a. Iritb 
lutme ot. 00, a. 
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SoD-BiiiQ-eacb.labhTa, 41. 

Dunbin, 40. 

Dnn-Boi, 128, 129, 120, ii. 
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Dnn-Uolg. 162, 183. 
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Dun-da-bhroglm, 138, 129. 

Dnndealgain, moat of, 169, a. 

Dunfeail, 190, n. 

Dnn-Da-bb-fearta, 188, a., 190, a. 

Dangarvan, 128, a., 131. 
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Eacblach, meaning at the term, 
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Eadhbo, 182, 183. 
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EarmalB, the princeM, 111, 111, a. 
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175, 175, ". 
EaiRie, 33. 126, 127. 142, 142, a., 
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Eatikoir. IK, 157. 
EgTpt. 37, 49, 115. 
Eibhear, race ot, 129, a. 
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Si^lif h invatlon, 29. 
Enniskaen. 93. 
Sochudb Hot Uac Lnghiddh, 186, 

189, 194, 195. 
£c«han Hot (Bugene the OTcat), 

King of Mnoiter, 8^83, 190, a. 

Taileach, 160, 161. 
Eric, the term explained, 182, a. 
Erin, battles of, 196. 197. 
Srnaana of Muniter, S&. 



Faelaidh of Owory, wolfish pre* 
dilections of, retained b; bia do- 
•cradanta, 160, a., 161, a. 
Fail (Ireland), the men of, 62. 
Failbhe Hor, 1M, 195. FaUbhe 

Beag. 186, 187, 188, 189. 
FaUen angels, 91, n, 
Fairj, 17. Et}mo1og;of theword, 

93. Dialogue. 101, 102. L(h«. 

85. Bath of Cruacboin, 109. 

Song and traoilaUoD, 87, 88. 89. 
Futbleano Uongthuiteich, 33. 34. 
Farnane, 1 10. 
Fatha Conain, 47, 158, 159. 
Fates, 113. 
Feadh Fiadb, 101, 194, 195, 196. 

197. A magic covetitig, l&S, 

188, a., 189. lU uH and antU 

quit?, 190, a. 
Fearguile, 138, 139; 
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163, 164, 165, 166, 167. Fiflnn- 

mor, 160, 161. 
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FeangW^h, Dord U, 138, 137- 
Feithlind the propheteM, 109. 
Female conrisn, 162. n. 
FeniBnB. 38, 33. Qrekt slkiighter 

of, 106, 197. Hunt described, 

65, 64, 67, ^ 69, 70. Meuimg 

of the term, 21. Hiiutrelsj, 136, 

137. 
Feniiu Fanaidh, first InTentor of 

letten, 21, 26, 27. 
Fermof, baronj of, 22. 
Fetches, IDS. 
Fewi (of Armagh), 89. 
Fiachra, eon of Criomhth^n, 146, 

U7. 
Finiiu. 26. 
Finiuleilhh. 1S4, 186, 168, 189. 

Her appearance, 124, 125. 
FirmUk rifer, 110. 
Fina'B great leap, 30, 31. 
Fiona. 117. 174, n , 190, 191. 182, 

Fionn, nn of Camhall, 20, 21, 26, 
29.30, 117. lis, 119, IBS, 189. 
Compaied to Jonas, SO, n. Bis 



Oabhal I.iuin, the well of, 168, a. 
Oalwaj, 60. n., 62. a.. 119. a., 

186, N. Harbour, its uicient 

name, 162, n. 
Garradh Glundnbh, 50, 124. 195, 

196, 197. 
Gath-bolg. 8-2. 111. 
Qeancanach (lore-talkerj. 18. 
Germtui legend, 105. 
Giant's house, 121, »., 123, a. 

With one leg and arm, 140, 141. 

Pursued hf a foung giri, 148, 



130, • 



131, 



Fight iritli CnchullainD, 
80, 81. 8-2. Gift of foreknow- 
ledge, 184, 185. His hounds, 
148. 149. Metamorphosed 
an old man, 50. Into a grey 
fiiwn, 168, a. Random shots of, 
170, 171, 182. 183. Palace of, 
136, ■., Warriors, appellations 
of, 29. Fersonaoflhename. 49. 
50. Where bred, liffl, «. 

Fiannbharr Maigh Feabhail, IB6. 
186. •>., 187, 188, 189. 194, 195. 

Flrbolg, race of, 22. 

Fir Breige (flctJtions men), olrjects 
of Tenenitlon. 37- 

Fire-worshippers, 192, a., 193, a. 

Fogs in Ireland, 148, 149. 

Foghmar, meaning of the term, 
164, a. 

Fomoriaus, 22. 23, 25, 26. 

ForajB. 165, 165. 

Foran, an Irish scribe, 1 16. 

Fore, baroDj of, 61, n. 

Ifotharladh, 1B4. 1B5. 

Fox, singular cupiditr of a, 42, 43. 
Hr. Thomas 00, n. Murph}'. 44. 

Foenmicoall. 63. 

FnenvicooU, 63. 

Fnneial dirge. 86. 
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Giolla an Chuasain, 30, 1?8. 129, 
Earl; name of Fionn, 1-28, ■. 

Giolla nag-Croiceaon, 130, 130, a., 
131. 

Qiraldus Cambrenais, 44. His fa- 
bles, 45. 

0Ia8diogan{Fionn'g first name), 30. 

Glasdiogbuin, 128, 128, n., 129. 

Glas Neara, 169, a. 

Glen h-Arma rGlenorm), Fiast of, 
61. 

GleannDealgan. 131, a. 

Glen Eithne. 61. il 

Glen Innj, piast of^ 61. 

Glen Rigtie, 61, a , 169, a. Spec- 
tre of, 61. 

Glen Samhaiag, 193, a. 

Gieo-an-smoll, muDSler of, 60. 

Gobha Gaoithe, sonof Bonan, 140. 
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Goll Mac Moirne, 63, 160, 161, 168, 

189, 190. 191, 194. 195. 
Gftllan or Dalian, meaning of, 37- 
Goria, battle ot, 136, n. 
Gorey. 164, n. 
Greatrakes, Valentine, bia QUiacu* 
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Guaire. king of Coonacht, 15. 
Guallin's reoiorkable watcb Aag,SO. 

Guille, daughter of, 64. 
Guillean, 65. 
Gulliu's daughter, 65. 



Hagof the water, 51. 
Heber, 97. 

Heredy, the serpent, 115. 
Heremon, 97. 
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Hindoot, th^ booki, 115. 
Howth, 130. N. EalnarTof. 143, n. 

Hill of, 96, >. IriBh Dsine of, 

143, n. Landing of the first ship 

at, 143, .. 
Hnnuu belnn metwnorpfaosed into 

wolves, 156, n. Witbtaik, 160,*. 
Hut»b, mountsiDiof, 114, 
HjConoaU Gabbra, 118. 118,.., 
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iDchiqaln, lakeo^ 29, 63, 116. 
Incubns expelled, 91. 

Idols, liow dresaed, 122, n. 

Iflan, tbe tiiij princeM, 137, n. 

Indoilb, a faiTj princew, 82. 

InQis Comlisgraidli, 109. 

InU Qrianpoiiach Cealg^e, 84. 

ImiUtuil, 156, 157. 

Inse Creagaire, 83. 

lollaauEochtach.ieO, 161,164,165. 

Iphin, tlie benevolent, 17> 

Irsghticonoor, 134, n. 

Ireland, 112, 116. 123, h.. 126, 
135, n., 144, »., 193, n. Anti- 
qaities of, it2. Enveloped in a 
mjrstical fog, 143, n. Fate of, 
foretold, 149, ». 

ItIbIi war chariots described, 71,72. 
Cjclopa, 117. Fairy Bong, 95, 
96. Fenian army, how consti- 
tuted, 22. Manueci-ipts, 2K51, 
61,11. Mythology, 80. Nennius 
quoted, 46, I4B, 147, 165, b., 
159, n. Neptune, 34. Orpheus, 
IT. I'agans, 192, n. Satire, su- 
pernatural power o^ 35. 

Isle of Mao, 39, 88. 

IsraeUtea, 26. 



D of Bachar, his death. 



Joshua, 26. 
Josue, 22. 
Judea,26. 



Kells, book of, 116. 

Kerry, 118, b.. 130, n., 134, n. 

Ciar, king of, 130, n, 
Eerry-Luachra, 31, king of, 130, 



Kildare, 136, n. 

Kilkenny, 46, 150. »., 190, h. 

Killarney, lakes of, 60, n., IIS, n. 

Eiltosnagb, abbot of, 159, n. 

Eirwan family. 186, n. Their great 
BuceeM on the tuf sttribnted to 
the king of tbe &iriea, 166, a. 
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Laighne Faelaidb, h's race in Osio- 

ry, 158. «. 
Laighuibh (Leinstermen), 111. 
Lake DagTuadb,65. Of Inchiquin, 

29. 
Lakes inhabited by serpents, 51. 
Lamb, Bev. Patrick, P.P., 110. 
Lauesborough, 61, n. 
Laoghaire mac KeiU, 1 1 1. 
Leagaa Liuumneach, 142, 143. 
Leannan S^:bes (fiunilisr spirits), 

19, 80, 62, 83, 86, 89, 90,93 , 

101, 102, 103, 162, n. Beacne 

Eoghan Mot in battie, 84. 
Lee (the river), 92. White trout 

of, 138. 139. 
Leim na Con (Loophead), 31. 
Leinster, 166, 167. 19a. 199. Fir- 

bolgtan tribes of, 22. 
Leitrim. 61, n. 

Lesly, Dr., bishop of Baphoe, 103. 
Liagan Luaimncacb, 134, ISi. 
Liathmncha, 77. 
Liber Uymnorum quoted, 77. 
Life Leiegeamhuil (the alotbfnl}, 

134. 135, 135,11. 
Liffej, the river, 135. b. 
Limerick, 90, 116, n„ 143. 
Lioses (fairy forts). 89, 91, n. 
Lir, story of the children of, 33, 

192, n. Swansof, 192, «., 193,R. 
Liritea, 192, n. 
Lochlan, 23. King of, 136, n., 

137, n. 
Lochlannachs, 23, 26, 164, n. 
Loch Laeghaire, <i2, 02, r. 
Loch Carra, Gara, or Tauchet, 61 ,a. 

Piaatof, 61. 
LochCuan.57, n., 58. 
Loch CniUinn, pia£t of, 60. 
Loch l)crg, 65. 
Loch Dearg Dbeirc, 186, 187. 
LochDogiira, 172, 173. 
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Loch £rae, golden apples of, 41. 
Piaat of, 60. 

LochLeDo, MB, 119, 119, >. Spec- 
tre of; 60, ao, B. 

Loch Larg, 30. 122, 123. 

Loch Lurgan , moarter of, 62, 62, n. 

Loch Mary, 62, n. 

Loch Maeg, piast of, 62, 62, h. 

Loch Meilge, piast of, 61,61, r. 

Loch Neagh, piast of, 60. Proper- 
ties of its waters, 51. 

Loch Bomar, piast of, 61. 

Loch Reft, 60, n. 

Loch Bee, 61, n. Piaat of, 61. 

Loch Biathacb, piast of, 60, 60, r. 

LochBibh. 61, ■. 

Loch Truim, moiuter ot, 61. 

Loaghof Strangfotd, 57, >•■ 

Loich, 111. 

Loop Head, ISO, n. 

Louth, 39, 71. 

Lnschair Dheaghaidh, 30, 130, n., 
134, 131, n., 142, 143. 

Lachryman, 17, IS. How cap- 
tured, 18. 

Lugh^dh, IBS, ISg. AUatach, 85. 
Lamha,l60,iei, 164,165. Lamh- 
fhada (the long-handed), 23, 25. 

Liirgan green, 32, 174, n. 

Lurgun ratho, 32. 

LfDCb, Dr. quoted, 168, n. 



MacAbhric,Fatlia,126, I26,n.,127. 

Mac Beag, 79, 

Mac Buaio, Beag, 174. 175. 

Mac CarrioU, Ssadoa, 130, 130, »., 

131. 
Mac Cnmhaill (Fionti), 49, 50, 51, 

116, His prophec7 quoted. 149,N. 

Serpenla and monsters slain by, 

51, 52, 53, 54, 55. 56, 57, 58, 59, 

60, 61, 92. 
Mac Domhnaill (Mao Doanell), 

186, 187. 
Uac Firbis, 20, 22. 
Mac Loghsldh, 148, 149, 160, 161, 

194,195. Wbiitling of, 136,137. 
Mac-an-Loin (Fioon's sword), 30, 

62, 142, 143. 
Mac Magbagh. Ceat, 194, 195. 
Mac Manair, 17. 136, n., 137, n. 
Mac MiDDe, the Uttle dwirf, 136, 

137. 
Mac MoineanU, 19, 93. 



Mac Nee«a, Concbobbar, 39, 40, 

162, n. 

Mac Miadb, 85. 

Macpherson, his forgeries, 136, n. 

Mac Bam, 184. n. 

Mac Beith, 172, 173. 176, 177, 184. 

184, B„ 135, 188, 189. 
Mac Rocan, 49. 

Mac Saidhbbre, Conall, 194, 195. 
Mac Covey. Art, 86. 
Magh Ceidhte, 180, 180, r., 181. 
Magh Eithne, grunting of die bogs 

of. 138, 138. n., 139. 
Magh-minn, 48. 
Magh Muirtheimae, 79, 137, r. 
Magoaihj, 134, n. 
Mahomedans, 111. 
MauaDan, 20, 25. Mac Llr, 93. 

Deity of the ocean, 17. Ilia 

honse, 122, n. 
Maranan, Sheeli Ni, a cowherd's 

danghter, 102. 
Mary street (DabUn), 116. 
Mayday exercise, 131 m. 
MftJO, 62, n. 

Meardbajhis eons, 136, 136, n.. 137. 
Meath, 25, 122, n., 144, r. Oiso- 

rian wolves banished to, 159, n. 
Meidhbh, 107, lOS, 109. Her war 

ohariota, 75, 76, 77. 
Mice satirized, 36, 36. n. 
Millard, Mrs. 116. 
Mileiiiu, descendants of, 62. Fa- 
milies. 1 10. 
Miloeradh, IIT, 166, 169, 192, n. 
Moats, 123. n, 
Modeligo. parish of, 109, 
Modhoim, son of, 142, 143. 
Mogh Lamhs, 85. 
Moghna, 184. 185. 
Monaghan, 93, 122, n. 
Moime (clan oO, 30,31,50, 128, a. 

130. 131. 
Moant Callan. 63, 65. 
Monntain Castle, IU9 
Mount Odel, 128. ■. 
Mount Uniacke, 93. 
MninchlD, 182, 163. 
Mtiirrionu Mongcaomh, 160, 161, 

161, n. 
Muirthcimne, plains of, 71 
Mnnster, 82, B5, 93, 94, 102, 182, 

163. Remarkable well in, 168, n. 
Murchadh, 189, n. 

Mnrchadb, eon of Brian Borolmhei 

a destroyer of serpents, 51. 
Murphy, John, 99. 
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Neunhvin, 188, 189. 

Neimiilb (Nemedini}) anceitor i 

the Elrbol^, 36. 
Neoidi tha penarioae mm, II' 

IT8, 176,it., 177, 178, 179. 
Hewcftitle, 89. 
New Grange, temple of, 122, ■ 

144. n. 



Orgiall, ft Brugluulh of, 38. 
Orrery, eitrl of, 103. 
f Orpheas, 17, 136, n. 

Omst. wm of CriomhtlMDn, 134, 
I3S. 
' Omrit, 92. Membera of, 142, ». 
OnoTj, 41, 158,11. 
OMoriani trKQiformed into wolres, 
IA6, H. Their BU^nlar propen- 



Niall FrsEBch, 89. 

Niwee, 92. 

Niudh Airglodlamh, 23. 



O. 
0*Baol8sae, Fionn, 124, 126. 
O'Brien, Dr. John, qnotad. 22. 
CBuadhchain, Bran B«ag,l44, 145, 

184, 18». 
O'Catbalun (O'Callan), 38, 39. 
O-Clerj quoted. 124. a., 126, i^ 
O'Connor, Dr. Charie*, quoted, 21, 

32,26, 111. 
O'DbI;, 35, pi.,40, 41,98, 110. 
O'DonneU, 89.91. 
O'Donovati, (Dr.), 35, «., IBS, n. 
O'DriMoUs, tbeir Veztitorr, 129. <•■ 
O'Dnlbhne, Diarmuid. 148, )49, 

160, 161. 
O'Faolain, country of. 112. 
0'RBitBgmn,Dnb1ilung, 98, 96, »., 

101, 188, 188,1.., 190.11. 
O'Keamey, IIS. 
O'Kelly, Tadhg, 101. 
O'Neill, Mr, Henry, 116. 
O'SuUiTanB Beaiv, 129, n. 
O'ttoddy, Cheralier, 124, n. 
OdbMU (now Kevai), 188, ■•. 
Offalj,^. 

Oeiuau intcriptioni, 22, 63, 7», 116, 
Oidhe Chlsinne Tolrinn qooted, 29. 
Oirfldh, 17. Lyra of, 137, n. 
Oiriar, 156, n. 
Oirgiidla, a ncll in. whieh change* 

the hnnutn h&ir, 168, n. 
Oiain, 48, 148, 149, 160, 161, 186, 

187, 168, 189, 196. 197. 
Old Leighlin, n remtirkftble well Bt, 

15&, n. 
Gill age repreeented, 154, 154 n., 
155. 



Oracle reiponiet, 3t 



Pagan deitie*, 17. IdoUtry, 1?. 

Marriage deicribed, 160, 161- 

RiteB, 192, K. 
Puna and penaltiea, 126, >., 127, ■■. 

128, n. 
Palertine, 22. 
Pnrtholsnus, 22, 23, 36. 
Pharaoh, 49. 
Phoenix, 26, 27. 
I'hoenicia, 26. 
Phoenicians, 23. Various namei 

of, 27. 
Fiuenology, its offecU, 44. 
Piast, meaning of the word, 57, ■. 
Pillar itonca, 37. 
Pococke, Dr. 115. 
Portlaw, IIBl 
Procopiui qnoted, 23, 23. 
Puca (hobgoblin), 37. 



Rachta Dearg, 196, 197. 

Rai thin each, 99. 

Ram, 184, n. 

Rsmstown, 164, h. 

Ra^oe, bishop of, 103. 

Ratha, 61. 

Ratd and rat-ezpellen, 35. 

Bed-hund woman's curse, 131, n. 

Red Indiana of America, 104. 

Red wind of tbe bills, 94, n. Its 

banefnl inflnence, 145, n. 
Bent and tax collectors, great 

slangbter of, 34, 39. 
BlRcfaall, 37, n. 

Rian Oablira tbe charioteer, 80. 
Richia or Sainta, 1 15. 
Rinn-gear-fbiaclach, 97, h. • 
Rinn an Hnai^, t42, 142, n., 143. 
Siver Bridtey, 128, >>. 
River Dealgan, 131, a. 
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Itiver rinnisk, 110. 

Kiver LiffL-y. 135, n. 

Kiver Newry, 169, a. 

lloc. 117, 138. 139, 138, n.. 146, 

147. Singular history of, 33. 

Sou of Diocan. 144, 145. 
Roclian, 196, 197. 
BockofCoireD, 121, m. 
Boyal Irub AcademT, 136, >., 169, 



S^moD of knowledge, 174, 174, r., 
175. 

Santaria, Irish name for, 123, n. 

Sammea quoted, 72, 73. 

Samhalei;, 193, n. 

Sceoluing. Fiona's honod, 49, II7> 
168, 169. 

ScoUand, 26, 136, n. 

Scrabyhill, 19,93. 

Seadna, 31. 

Seatoirn, 169, h. 

Seanclian, chief olUmh of Erin, a 
utimt, 33. 

Seba, the princese, her strange his- 
tory, 33. 

Sechnall quoted, 78. 

Serpent worship, 115, 123, n. 

Sgatha, 82. 

Sgails, tbeir death, 196, 197. 

Sgiath Bhreac, 144, 145, 166, 167. 

Sgolb Sgeine, 1S8, 169, 196, 197- 

ShannoD, piast on the, 61, 61, n., 89. 

Shenad, 92. 

Sighe Coillen Feidblim, 164, 165, 
165,11. 

Stghle SI Mhamnan, a swine- 
herd's daughter, 163, n. 

Sith-Daire, 31, 130, n., 131. 

Siubhau Dubh na Boinne, 19. 

Slauaidhe's h<^, qualifications ne- 
cessary for the billing of, 180, 
181, 181, ■. 

Sliabh Aughtj, 119, n. 

SliBhh Caoin, 1 17. 

Sliabh CuUteann, 168, 169, 169, •>. 

Sliabh Quillin, 39. 61, n., 117, 170, 
R., 172, n., 193, n. Lake of, 
supernatural powers of its waters, 
50, 168, n. Lay of the chace of, 
64,65. Monster of, 61. 

Sliabh an Bigh, 142, 142, n., 143. 

SUabh Smoil, 128, 129, 129, r. 
Where situated, 129, n. 
15 



Sliabh Truim, lay of the cliace of, 
51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 
59, 60, 61, 62. 

Sligo, 61, R., 121, R., 123, R. 

Sliding car of the ancient Irish, 78. 

Sluggards, deity of, 135, r. 

Soistreach, a female courier, 186, 
187. 

Sparan na Sgillinge ; or the inex- 
haustible purse, 16. 

Speckled Book quoted, 76. 

SpeUs, 115, 145, n. 

Stanihurst quoted, 155, n. 

8t.BenignuB, 190, n. 

St. ColumbkiUe, 19, 93. 

St. Ciaran, 36. His monks. 44. 

St. Kiarsn of Saigher, life of, quo- 
ted, 41. 

St Naal or Natalie. 159, n. 

SI. Patrick's chariot, 79- Demons 
expelled by the sound of his bell, 
37. Hymn of, 190, n. 

StepuiDtlier, severe punisluient of, 
33, 34. 

Strabane, barony of, 62, s. 

Stockades, 136, n. 

Subterranean chambers, 120, r. 

Sumaire of the Bed Sea, 30, 122, 



Tadhg the Druid, 130, h . 

Tara, 22, 24, 68. Great hurlet at, 

32. King of, 175, r. Palace at, 

143, n. 
ain Bo Chuailgne quoted, 35, 36, 

B., 48, 50, 77. 78, 107, 109, 110, 

111, 142. ■. 
Tavish, fiheela, 91. 
Teamhair Luachra, 138, 139, 186, 

187, 188, 189. 
Teathoir, 156, 157. 
Tejsionn, 174, 175, 176, 177. 
Teithcheann, 174, 175. 
Temora (Tara). 191, n. 
Tiarmacbren, lake of, 63. 
Tiemach Bran, 63 
Tionipan, or timbrel, 48, 49. 
Tippcrary, 129, n., 160, n. 
TiretiuB, her strange history, 33. 
Todd, Ber. Dr.. quoted, 46, 77, 



155, 1 



, 159, fi 
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^1^A^,,a(r. J 



Tore, moniiUiD of, 118,119, MS,*. 

TnughliilLe (Trake), the roar of 
(he wsTes of. 136, 137- 

Tiitlee, 1S6, 137, 138, 139. 

Trinity CoUem, U6. 

Troth and FMtehood reprMented, 
154, 154, n., 150. 

Til ■gh»nai oma,-! 34, n. 

Tuathft Dedanuu, IT, 23, S14, 28, 
47, 4S, 82, 117, 120, h., 132, »., 
126, 127, 136, n., 144, n., I5S, 
»., 187. 168, 17^ 175, 176, »., 
181, 184, 185. 186, 186, ■•„ 187, 
188, 189, 190, 103, IM, 19fr, 
196, 197. 

TaiTTeBDn, dAughter of Tsdhg, 
160, 161. 

TalachB, 143, ». 

Twomilebridge, 128, n. 
TjToob, 62. Qael of, 89. 



U& Scndal. XKaimaid, 9e. 
Ustha, 82. 

Ucht-de«lbh, 160, 161, 166, 167. 
Uianeach, 24, 25. 
Umacke,94,96, n., 96. 
mster, 39, 41, 57, ».. 64,76,93, 
109, 1«0, 161. Eiogo^ ]6!irn- 



Bemu-kable well of. Ii 
Downed bull «f, 1 42, > 
UltoDiaM, 107, 1U9. 



Walton, Izuk, 63. 

War-cliariot), 71. 

Vfne quoted, 103, 120, ■■., 190, *. 

Water witch, 65. 

Water, peculiu qoalitiei <rf, 174, 

175. 
Wateribri, 109, 116, 128. ■-, 131, 
190, n. 

Westmeatfi. 61, n., 88. 

Wexford, 184, n. 

White quoted, 44. 

Whiteehnrch, parUh of, 128, » 

WiUint IIL, 80. n. 

Wind, it! eril e&cti, 1 12. 

Witche*> tiow mlnenble, f(7. 

Wittelbacher palace, 106. 

Wolvea, 45, 46. 
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Dublin, 104, GaiFTOS-STBEBT, 
December, 1865. 

Messrs. Hodges, Surm, & Co. beg to anaauuce, th&t trom the veiy m 
1etl«B which they have bean hanonred with from pawns intcreBtad in the literatore of 
this country, — from collectors of historical works, — together with notices of the Press, 
Reviews, Magazinea, &o., all so highly complimentary on th^r having undertaken the 
cost of publishing so large a work as the Annals of Ibei.and, extendiag as it does to 
seven qnarto volumes, upwards of four thousand pages, they are stimulated to make one 
more effort to place the Celtic IJterstuTe of Ireland on a basis that, If canled out, 
must establish it for hundreds of years to come. 

The veiy large price they were of necessity compelled to place on the edition 
published in 1850, namely, fourteen guineas, as a matter ot course, chieflj' confined 
the sale lo public Institutdons and men of Urge fortune. This was beyond their con- 
trol ; and they most fully concurred in the r^ret so generally expressed, (hat the 
work was not available, on accouiit of its large price, for gentlemen of moderate 

With the concurrence and by the advice of many distinguished persons, they now 
announce a reprint of the work, to be in every way as beautiful as the fourteen guinea 
edition, with the exception of the paper, which will not be 30 fine, bnt in extent, type, 
and subject-matter it will be the same. 

The work is now so well known, that it may seem imnecessary to say there is scarcely 
an Irish bmily of any note of which mention is not made ; and lirom no other printed 
collecrion can the history and pedigree of Irish families be collected. In these volumea 
the antiquarian will find new and iDValuable stores of information upon the institutions 
and manners of the ancient possessors of the soil ; the topographer can identify the 
sites and modem names of every remarkable place in the early history of Ireland; — the 
ecclesiastic can follow up the history of ancient churches and religions houses, and will 
discover notices of early bishops and etfleraasties, many of whom are not to be found 
even in Ware; while the philologer finds materials fbr tracing the progress and various 
stages of the last remnant of the Indo-Eniopean language. Every locality is invested 
with its own traditions and historical events, many of them hitherto but imperfectly 
known; not even the ruins of ancient buildings are foFgotten, if their history can 
illnstrate the fortunes of their original owners. 

They annex a/ea of the numerous notices of the work which have appeared, and 
request particular attention thereto. If, as they believe, a general derare exists to 
prcscrvG the native literatore and language of Ireland, th<7 hope to recdve the names 
of subscribers without delay. 

So soon as four hundred copies arc subscribed for, they purpose le-issuing 
tlii^ seven volumes, within twelve months, at the very moderate price of Twhlvk 
Shillings per volume; and as a guarantee, if such be necessary, for fiilBUing their 
engagement with the Subscribers, tAeg mil not rehire po^menl imUl the entire work, 
index and all, be finished. 

In bringing out a papular edition of this work, Hessbs. Hodoes, Smith, & Co. 's 
uncere wish is that it should prove lo be a National WoA in the widest sense, and 
that (he majority of their countrymen might embrace the opportonity of possessiag 
authenticated memorials of their ancestors, and of their deeds in the ages of a distant 
but thoroughly historic antiquity. 
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ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS:' 

BDITBD, 

VS&Oi B StBttslstion anlr Siopma ^atts, 



JOHN O'DONOVAN, LL. D., M.R.I.A., 



(From the Gentleman's Magazine.) 

THIS great national work, extending to upwtu*da of four thousand pages, 
andformiag seven lai^ quarto volumes, is the most magnificent contri- 
bution to historical literature that either Ireland or England has received tor 
many years. It is in itself a chronicle of the Irish, written by Irisbmen, and 
of the highest interest for its native annals. 



(From the Quarterly.) 



That the history of Great Britain must remain incomplete and defective 
until the ancient literary monuments of the Kingdom of Ireland, which now 
forms an integral portion of the British Empire, have been fuUy investigated, 
is a truth roquiring but little demonstration. An acquaintance with the 
annals of the countries whose relations with England have materially in- 
fluenced her destinies is indispensable to the inquirer who desires to trace the 
origin of many of the most important events of European history. The mis- 
representations of writers who have hitherto compiled " Histories of Ireland" 
are sufficiently apparent to students even superficially conversant with our 
original records. To palliate one-sided statements, and to conceal their 
ignorance, tbose self-styled historians have in general asserted that no native 
materials existed to relieve the dulness of thi^ arid productionfi. An in- 

■In Sexm Volnine), 4lo, Faut ThonJiuiiJ One Hundred and Slilr Pagei, Price Fonrleeii 
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2 THE ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS. 

Bpection of onr manuscript collections, and nn acquaintance with the docu- 
ments published within tlie last ten years by our literary societies, will fully 
disprove this gratuitous falsehood, and demonstrate that Ireland possesses 
ancient historical monuments of a more varied and authentic character than 
any other nation of northern Europe. The numbers and copiousness of the 
Hibemo-Celtic documents which have come down to us are accounted for by 
the fact, that one of the most stringently enforced of the ancient Celtic laws 
of Ireland whs that which obliged every clan to preserve its history and re- 
cords. To carry this peculiar ordinance int« effect, each sept maintuned a 
family of hereditary historians, by whom all particulars connected with the 
transactions of the clan were committed to writing. The books compiled by 
those chroniclers became of the greatest importance, as, under the clan system 
of government, every individual, in order to establish his cliuni to a portion 
of the general possessions of the tribe, was obliged to prove his consanguinity 
with the chief families of the district. In addition to the history and genea- 
lopes of the clans, these records contained precise definitions of the eitent and 
boundaries of their territories, and a careful statement of the amount of tribute 
due to, or to be paid by, the various septs : thus forming, as it were, the 
charters of the Irish tribes, by an appeal to which all questions of right and 
precedence were finally adjusted. The historians, or ollavt, to whom the care 
of these documents was intrusted, formed a peculiar and privileged class, 
muntuned in a degree of considerable splendour, at the general expense, and 
enjoying many profitable distinctions and immunities. As the disunited Irish 
clans sank before the concentrated force brought against them, and as the 
power of England gradually extended in tic country, it became the policy of 
the more unenlightened and short-sighted of the successful party to endeavour 
to obliterate every trace of the former state and ancient Celtic institutions of 
the kingdom. Hence, the old historical volumes, written in the Irish lan- 
guage, were industriously sought out and systematically destroyed. On the 
other hand, the representatives of the ancient possessors of the soil laboured 
strenuously to preserve the venerable documents, which contained, as it were, 
their title deeds and the history of their fathers. Numbers of these manu- 
scripts were consequently carried by the expatriated Irish to foreign lands, 
and many were secreted in Ireland, undl the arrival of the time when it was 
expected that the strange colonists should be expelled, and the descendants 
of the old proprieWrs reinstated in the posseswons wrested from their ances- 
tors. Early in the seventeenth century, the contest in Ireland, of more than 
four hundred years, was finally decided. The last strongholds of the native 
clans came into the possesion of fomgn settlers, the ancient institutions and 
most cherished custems of the old inhabitants were prescribed under heavy 
penalties, and the Irish Celts and the descendants of the Anglo-Norman in- 
vaders began to find themselves strangers and outlaws in the land of their 
fathers. 
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It was at this period, so gloomy for the " children of the Gael," that 
Michael O'Cleiy, a friar of the Order of St. Francie, formed the project of 
compiliDgahod}r of Irish Annals, from the old historical books still remaiolng 
in the country. 

Stimulated by the patronage of O'Gara, chief of Coolavin, who had been 
one of the earliest atudcnts in the uewly-fbunded University of Dublin, he 
associated with himself Coaary and Feregrine O'Clery, together with a fourth 
antiquary, named Fearfeasa O'Mulconry, and the compilation was commenced 
in 1632, and brought to a conclusion, after four years' labour, amid the ridn) 
of the convent of Donegal, That venerable institution, fonnded, in 1474, by 
one of the muni6cent princes of Tir Connell, had been dismantled, and con- 
verted into a royal garrison, duriag the wars of Elizabeth. 

The peculiar feature of these Annals is, that they supply us with a calm 
chronological account of the great Celtic tribes who for so many ages consti- 
tuted the Irish nation, and whose history — which, until the conunencenient of 
the seventeenth century, is the history of Ireland — has been totally and de- 
signedly overlooked by English writers. In the works of such authors, the 
native Irish clans are generally represented as subjected by the first invasion 
of the Anglo-Normans; and all attempts to preserve their ancient posses- 
sions, and to expel intrusive foreignera from their territories, are invariably 
stigmatized as treason and rebellion. The native septs are depicted as wrapped 
in savagery and barbarism ; while the most exalted virtues are ascribed to 
their opponents, whose successes, however trivial, are magnified into splendid 
victories and heroic achievements. Such is the character of what has hitherto 
been styled the history of Ireland. 

On the other hand, the despoiled Irish, and descendants of old English, 
who passed into the service of foreign princes, found but little time for literary 
occupations, and nere more accustomed to wield the sword than the pen. 
It consequently devolved on the expatriated ecclesiastics to narrate the details 
of the reverses of their native land. Writing under jealous censorship, their 
judgments obscured by professional and unavoidable prejudices, they erred in 
an opposite extreme, and laboured to prove that the gallant strug^ of the 
Irish clans for their lands and ancient institutions was a war undertaken in 
defence of religion. They thi^s endeavoured, by their publications, to rouse 
the Catholic powers of Europe to take up arms in defence of the Irish and old 
English, whom, not without a certun degree of justice, they represented as 
suflering, for conscience sake, persecutions nearly as severe as those undergone 
by the primitive Christians. 

Now, however, when, after the lapse of centuries, human society has been 
set on an entirely new basis, and the fi^^^ passions, which agitated the men 
of Europe in former ages, exist but in the records of the past ; when the 
bloods of once inimical races have become inseparably commingled, during the 
succesuve generations which have passed away on the Irish soil — once the 



D,j,i,i.aL, Google 



4 THE ANNALS OF THE FOUE MASTEBS. 

great object of oontention, — die philosophic miod denree to inquire into the 
ori^ and progreae of the events which have combined to produce the condi- 
tion in which we find this inland at present placed. 

The records, moreover, of a pecoliar branch of the great Celtic family, 
which, although at present widely scattered, and intermixed with the various 
races of both hemispheres, stjll continnes to retain and forcibly exhibit many of 
its original and characteristic attributea, and nhcDce has sprung a vast pro- 
portion of men, world-famous for their proficiency in every branch of human 
knowledge and science, cannot fail to possesa attractions for the student of 
the history of mankind. 

Much as the credibUtty of the bardic l^ends may be impugned, it is cer- 
tain that they alone afibrd explanation of the expressive ancient Celtic names 
of the various localities of the country ; names wliich have withstood the revo- 
lutions of centuries, and which will, probably, never be entirely obliterated. 
The Pagan Irish have, however, left us material monuments which attest their 
ancient power and energy. Such are the forts in the island of Arran, the 
most munificent barbaric monuments remaining in Europe, and the cyclo- 
pean fortress of AileacA, near Deny. The erection of this extraordinary fort, 
which, ihim the earliest times to the commencement of the twelfth century, 
was the residence of the kings of the north of Ireland, is attributed to the 
tribe of Daaaatui and it is believed by our ablest antiquaries to be the 
locality indicated by the appropriate title of Regia, on Ptolemy's map of 

There is ample documentary evidence to demonstrate that Christianity had 
made some progress, and that there were bishops in Ireland, !>efore the 
coming of St. Patrick ; and that the spread of the Christian reli^on effected 
a connderable change in the national character. 

To sudt an eminence did this island attain during these early ages, Ibr 
learning, and especially for profound knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, that 
her schools were thronged by foreign students, who received gratuitoos enter- 
twnment and instruction. " So zealous and disinterested a love of learning is," 
lays the prejudiced Ledwich, " unparalleled in the annals of the world." 

The fidelity of the " Four Masters" has stood the test of time ; every an- 
cient Celtic manuscript, and every official document, discovered by our lite- 
rary explorers, tend to confirm the veracity of these compilers. But for the 
labours of the poor friars of Donegal, a vast amount of our early history 
would have inevitably perished, as no less than six of the most valuable manu- 
scripts whence they drew their information are not now known to exist. 

The " Four Masters," in their Annals, fortunately for us, transcribed ver- 
batim the passages of the original and eontemporaneona records ; their work 
thus becomes of the utmost value to the philologer, in tracing the language at 
its various stages. This, however, formed one of the chief difficulties of the 
Editor, as many of the more andent entries are written in a dialect so long 
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obsolete, and totally iDcomprebensible to scholars perfectly conTersant with 
modern Gaelic, that the learned Dr. O'Conor waa, in many inBtanoes, obliged 
to leave words aod even whole lines nntrauslated. It is a proud testimony of 
Dr. O'Donovan's proficiency in our undent dialects, that no passage, howerer 
obscure, has baffled his profound knowledge. Not alone content with giving 
us a, rigid and esact translation of his original, the Editor has spared no la- 
bour to collate the statements of the " Maaters" with those of other annals, 
and we find that hia notes, in general, far exceed the text. All printed works, 
and many antaent Celtic manuscripts, with which the compilers were them- 
selves unacquainted, have been made ample use of The topc^;Taphica1 por- 
tion of the work is, perhaps, the most elaborate. Of the innumerable ancient 
places referred to by the Annalists, but few remab to be identified. Nearly 
all these localities were personally visited and inspected by the Editor, during 
Lis engagement on the Ordnance Survey, which afforded him opportunities of 
acquiring predse and accurate local information, which will probably be never 
again afforded to the historic investigator. He has also made a most impor- 
tant use of the historical traditions, extant some time ago among the peasantry 
of the more remote districts, but now totally obliterated by the late sad events 
which have driven their exiled depositories to strange lands, " far away, beyond 
the Atlantic's foam." Nor ia Dr. O'Donovan's genealogical learning less re- 
markable. The cleamesB and precision with which he tracesthe various ramifi- 
cations of the ancient Irish clans and their representatives, in both hemispheres, 
adducing evidences from Celtic records which would be totally incomprehen- 
sible to the moat learned " Garter" or " Clarenceux" King at Arms, — the in- 
teresting and important pedigrees and illustrative genealo^es, not elsewhere 
extant, which he has embodied in his notes and appendices, may well serve aa 
models for a College of Heralds. In the present age of auperflcial historic 
works, it would at first appear incredible that a single scholar should have 
accomplished so vast an undertaking ; especially when we recollect that he has 
given to the world the most comprehensive and profound treatise extant on 
the Hiberno- Celtic language ;* and hia invaluable contributions to the publi- 
cations of the Irish Archseolugical and Celtic Societies extend to many thou- 
sand pages. It would be nnjust to compare him with Du Chesne, Bom 
Bouquet, Mabillon, Muratori, or other editors of Continental historic litera- 
ture. Their path was smooth in comparison to the labours of Dr. O'Donovaa. 
He had no printed precedents to guide him, save such as were calculated to 
mislead ; no compilations save those of ignorant and delusive writers. He 
was thus obLged to contend with the obscure and obsolete idioms of a peculiar 
language, and to seek his authorities and illustrations among our unclassified 
and unindexed Celtic monuments, half efiaced by the acddents of time, and 
which wonld sdll rem^ unintelligible and inaccessible to the literaiy iavesd- 

• A OHnmur of Oie Iiiah Langnafce. pubUahed Kir Uie use of Ihe Senior Cluses In the College of 
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(JFVom the Dublin XJNiVERSiry Maqazime.) 
After having so lately noticed the learned work of Mr. Iteeves, it ia with 
extraordinary satisfaction aod pleasure tre undertake the duty of making our 
readers acquainted with the fer greater and still more erudite labours of Mr. 
O'Donovan. Our satisfaction is of a high and ennobling kind, for it is chiefly 
on account of the country itself that we feel it. In comparing these works to 
the points of the coral reef, coming up to light ailer labours so great and so 
long hidden, prosecuted in the depths of the sea, and perfected in the midst of 
elemental conflict, we suggest no exaggerated idea of the patient toil of which 
the results are thus, at length, beginning to make themselveB visible amongst 
us. Mr. Fetrie toiled for twelve years in his Essay on the Ecclesiastical Archi- 
tecture and Bound Towers of Ireland ; Mr. Reeves began to work on Pope 
Clement's Taxation three years since ; it is eighteen years since Mr. ODono- 
van commenced his exposition and translation of the Annals of the Four 
Masters ; and here, at length, we have his book, in seven quarto volumes, — in 
matter, in learned use of it, in method, and in typographical excellence, fit to 
take its place on any shelf of any European library, beside Camden, Mabellin, 
or Muratori. The fame of these Annals has been so widely circulated of late 
years, that we need not do more than commend them, on the one hand, to our 
scholars and historians, and, on the other, to our young poets, as mines of rich 
intellectual ore. 



{F^om the DoBLDj Review.) 
For out own part, even in a professed critical notice, we can but hope, 
within the limited space at our disposal, to render a scanty and imperfect 
measure of justice to a work of such vast extent and of so various and profound 
erudition. It might appear at first sight, however, that the task of editing a 
woric in which the Editor has had the advantage of more than one authentic 
copy of the autograph MSS. could nothave presented many difficulties, at least 
difficulties of a serious kind. If any person be disposed to entertain the idea, 
we would begof him to examine almost every single page outofthe four thou- 
sand one hundred of which the work consiBts,inorderthat he may learn what is 
the true nature and extent of Mr. O^Donovan's editorial labours. Let him 
see the numberless minute verbal criticisms ; the elaborate topographical an- 
notatJons with which each page is loaded ; the historical, genealogical, and 
biographical notices ; the lucid and ingenious illustrations drawn irom the an- 
cient laws, customs, traditions, and institutions of Ireland ; the parallelisms 
and discrepancies of the narrative with that of other annalists, both native and 
foreign ; the countless authorities which are examined and adjusted ; the er- 
rors which are corrected ; the omiswons and defidencies supplied ; in a word. 
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the curioua and varioua learning which a everywhere displayed. Let him re- 
member that the mines from which all those treaBures have been drawn are, for 
the most part, unexplored ; that the materials thus laviBhly applied to the illus- 
trations of the text are in great part manuscripts, — manuscripts, too, wbidi 
Uasher and Ware, even Waddy and Colgan, not to apeak of Lynch and Lani- 
gan, had never seen, or had left nnexamined; many of them in a Wiguage 
vhich is, to a great extent, obsolete. Let him remember this, and he will un- 
derstand without difficulty the long and toilsome preparation which has been 
expended on this admirable work, and will cease to wonder how, commenced 
in January, 1832, it is only afler fifteen or eighteen years of patient study and 
investigation that it is at last given to the public 
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